[ PROOE.

TR FOREIGN AFPAIRS

THE NETHERLANDS MINISTER.
received in Colonial Ofiee 8ib Tulf; 1935.)

Foreign Office, W1, dth July, 138,

'8 note of the 21st May fast®, T have the honour
ble 407 His Majesty’s Government in the Umited
of “agrevment” which has been reached betwein
sty o the Netherlandy Government on the subject of the
delintitation of ‘the “houndary Yetween Britith Ghians angd Surinam should now he
weghstered i official form. :

2.0 does not appear. practicable for s featy to be concluded covering sech
agreenient wntil 4/ final settlement has been reached regarding those polnts in the boundary

which ard 1o be delimited by the Boundury £ at their forthooming meeting.
Nevertheless ‘time will be saved if in the meantime agresment iz reachid on the texts

of those provisions ot dependent on the conciusion of the Brundary Commisston’s work,
and the competent Departments of His Mo jesty’s Government have therefore drawn ap
the draft sheloto treaty, a copy of which is snclosed hergin, embodying such points as
have been altesdy agresd bebwesn the twp Guvernments apd including centain small
poinits which have not besn discnseed,

3 I have the honour to reguest that you will be good enough te submit this drafe
te the Netherlands Government for their consideratinn with the sy gestion that when the
Beundary Ceornmissionsrs have reached agreement on the yemwining portions of the
binndary, the treaty should be compleied and signed by the two Governments.

¥ have, &o.,
{Far the Secretary of State),
MAURICE PETERSON,

Enclosure in ¥o. 51

Drary Treary,

iy The King of Great Britain and Yrelaad snd of
« Seas, Emperor of Tod

Degiring that the fronter between Suri
defined and that provision shall be made with regard to the exercise of rights over
rivers which fie along the frontier, have decided $o concide 2 treafy for this purpose
and hive socordingly appointed as their Plenipotentizries ©

His Majesty The King of Great Brimin, Irdand snd of the Briti
beyord the Seas, Emperor of India: (hereinafter yeforred to a5 Hiz M

British Dominions

and Her Majesty the Queen of the Nethetands,
and British Galana shall be clearly

Deminions
The King}
For Great Brifain aad Northern Ireland:
amed
Her Majesty the (uean of the Netherlands :
whe having communicated to sach other their fuli powers found in good and due form
have agreed as follows s
Argicls 1.
(1) The boundary between British Guiana and Surinam shall be formed by the
i

line of the left bank of the River Courantvoe from the sea scuth wards o its source,
Whers & side channe! {itabg) exizts on the 36 side of the river, the ofi bank of the

river is the bank ol the most leftward ehiannel which normally containg water 3t all
seasons-of the year,: B

* No. 60MB 86N hif o

Buginam Bﬁundaxyw(ﬁimss_;si} 12,

Counter-Memorial of Suriname
Annex 1

lz

ST

S oot b |

oy oy el o S

siBiddi oy

g &1

e A

THAIIOTY JRUCHEN Y

:

g
1 s

b=l
I

g




Counter-Memorial of Suriname
Annex 1

42} The' beginming of the Yeff bank of the River Courantyne at e s ximﬁl bf the
point 3t which o Hve drawn on g tue berripg of 287 from the beacen i:rermf{ * on the
left bank of the River Courantyné at approximately ltitede $(60° 0° 2570 and ‘
Jongitade (7% & 107)Y intersicts the shors hne. L .
(#) The viver samed by Schomburgh the Fiver Kutan shall- be ml?SPQerfxi to
constitute the upper teaches of the River Courantyue, and the baundary shall foflow the
Jeft bank of the principal covirse of the Kutari. : )
{4) The iohgest of the branches of fhe River Kuteri shall be deemed to be its
principal course,

Article 2. N
{The section of the boundary betwesn the upper watsrs of the River Ka,zs}m’z and the
junctivn point of the boundaries of Britikh Guians. Surisam and Er:ﬂ:{h mzﬁi the ,
an of the fri-junction polnt iesil, to be flled in as a result of the Bndings of the 4
Comussioners and i accordance with the principles already agreed in zo
Article &

The boundary belwes :
formed by the prolongation seawands of the lne drawn on 5 tree bearing of 28% §
the lamdmark referred to in Article 1{2) above,

Article 4.

The waters of the River Courantyne {as defined in Article 1 above) sh
the fluctuations of its volume, be considered ag being within the t2
and the land confining them on the left bank s defined in Articls 13
territory of British Goianz, and vonsequently no change of sovereigaty over such lund
shall ensue upon any rise or fall of the watery of the niver.

Avticle 5.

Gyer the whole course of the River Courantyne {as defined in Article ¥}

{1} The subiects of buib High Contracting Parties shill enjoy freedom of mavigation,
including the use of the water as & landing place for hydroplanes.

{9} The subjests of Hiz Majesty The King shall have full liberty to drive piles,
constract wharves, boat kouses, or any other structares, on the Jeft band of the river.
always provided that such struciores do net fopede navigation, and do not project 3
d the thalweg of the anel of the river which Aows by that bank, or at any place
{ i seription of point where estuary begins! more than 50 metves from
the lowest recorded low-water mark into the waler channe!l of the river. No prescriptive
rights of any kind ageinst Her Majesty the Quesn of the Netherlends shall e dy
from the existence of such works either on the tiver o on i bed.

{3) The subjects of Hig Majesty The King shall be pemmitted 1o draw wabi
the siver for irrigation and other purpeses, pravided that the mavigability of the river iz
not interfered with, and that no works employing the waters of the river for the
generation of power shall be eonstructed without the eaphicit and written authorlzation
of the Covernment of Surinam.

{41 All existing rights of the sabdects of His Majesty The King in regard 10 Sehing
in the river and e, ransporting or goods, on islands in the river or
on sither bank thereof when travelling by boat shall be repested by Her Majesty the
Cueen of the Netherlands, provided such rights do not inferfere with the navigability
of the Tiver,

{3) Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands wili not permit the sility of the
river i b sffected or npeded by withdrawal of water from the sght bank of the
river for irrigation or for the genemation of power or for any other purpose, or by the
evection of any structures an the right bank of the tiver, °

{6) The rights seoured under the previous paragraphs of this Article for the benefit
of the subjerts of either High Contracting Party sholl be enjoyed alse by persons unider ]
the protection of, companies incorporated in any part of the territories of, amd by any g
Government o sdwinistration of such High Centracting Party. )

{7} No charges oy (ﬁw& shall be Jevied in respect of the snjoyment of the rights
secured under the previous paragraphs of this anticle utherwise than by agreement
‘between the Governments of Surinam and British Guiana °

a1, whatever
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:%iacoa o be gxezi'ed bﬂf{:{e the ITesty} is _sigm}i }vy 4 joint coynmission.

% These 1 are anly ty give & guide a8 o whers the beacon i
1o be erscted. It will be placed on the Jeft bank at 3 paint abovs high water mark, ﬁgg‘ ;;
the bank as 45 compatilile with permanence.  When the beacon is etected It position can be more
aveurately ascertzined, and the vo-ordipates shown sbove can be then comecied i aecessary for
the purposes of the Baal dsft of e sty
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or of portage focilities on its & orislmdu.mfnrm

:ﬂfn‘l’lﬁm ted to 'mgu%:mwmm belmn bym:h
appain meehu to &
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M“moa&dm“ﬂmkwﬁc:mw e y be d by

;Mﬂﬂ.mﬁo towpou segard to any ihmmttmmnybemadeby

Articls 7,

Thepmenthmyﬂuﬂbemﬁﬁedam}dmndﬁmhamxb&ﬂbﬁmhmgm

.%‘M.amasm& Xtrhaﬂmmemhohmanthednmoiextmngeof

2! 5

In witness whereof the above named Plenipotentiaries have si the at treafy
and have affixed thereto their seals. fgned e prese 7
in duplicate in the English and

D mm this day of 193 i
Ll ges g equally anihenti .
mﬁﬁmm e 'w dmw
N fad
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Annex 2
60013/38 [No. 4]: Enclosure, ; ‘ PROOF. A
THE NETHERLANDS MINISTER » :
‘HE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

{Copy received in Colonial Office, 2nd April, 1938.)

{No. 189.)
My Loxrp, Netherlands Legation, London, 15th March, 1938,
With reference to my note of the 99nd November last, No. 2352, regarding the
draft treaty in connexion with the boundary between Surinam and British Guiana, 1 have
the honour, under instructions received, to inform you that in the proposed texts of
art, 1{2) and art. 3, a bearing of N. 10° 0 is mentioned; this should be substituted by
N. 10° E. Consequently as follows from par. 9 and 4(b) of the enclosed copy of the nete
““ Report on the inauguration of the Mark at the Northern Terminal of the Boundary
between Surinam and British Guiana ', article 1(2} and article 2 should read as follows:

Art. 1(9). * The beginning on the left bank . .. ... on a bearing of
NICE .. v v
Asl. 3. The boundary between the serritorial . . .. on a bearing of
NoOIORE .. o
1 have, &ci,
LIMBURG STIRUM.

Enclosure in No.

REPORT ON THE INAUGURATION OF THE Mark AT THE NORTHERN TERMINAL OF THE

BOUNDARY BETWEEN SURINAM AND BRITISH GUIANA.

1. On 5th July, 1936, the Heads of the Netherlands and British Boundary Com-
mission miet at No, 63 Village (Benab) Courantyne, for the purpose of drawing up 1his
report on the inauguration of the Northern Terminal Point Mark of the Surinam | British
Guiana Boundary,

9. Identificalion of the approximate position of the Mark.

The Mixed Commission first plotted on the fatest 1927 Dutch chart of the Courantyne
Mouth the co-ordinates given in their instructions for the proposed site. (67 00° 25" N))
(57° 08" 107 W). Astronomical observations were then made by both Commissions for
Latitude, Longitude and Azimuth near the Government Rest House at No. 63 Village
(Benab). From the Astronomical stations a theodolite fraverse was made Northwards
along the coast. 1t was found that the point 62 00" 25" N.: 577 08" 107 W. was actually
in the sea owing to the chart being incorrect as regards Longitude.  The traverse was
therefore continued along the coast to the Latitude of 6° 00" 257 N., but there the land
was found to be most unsuitable for the construction of the pillars.
The most suitable position was found to be on a wide stretch of grass land behind
2 low sand dune, Here the ground was comparatively firm and did not appear to be
subject to the erosion by the sea. in fact it appeared fo be being built up here if
anything. The coast at this point made a slight bend from North towards the North
Wast sirailar fo the coast shown on the chart at the point indicated by the co-prdinates.
The sandbank shown on the chart opposite this bend was also visible at low tide
in the corresponding relative position

2. The Netherlands Commissioner considered it was essential that the continuation

of the Boundary in the territorial waters shouid leave the navigation channel in the same
territory throughout its length. Other difficulties would arise over lighting, buoys, etc.

A line drawn on a True Bearing of 28° E., from the site selected for the Boundary Mark

would not leave free the whole channel The British Commissioner believed that the

bearing of 282 was only chosen because it was thought that this would possibly allow a

direction mark fo be placed on the sandbank mentioned above

The Mixed Comunission therefore decided to indicate the direction of the boundary
fine in the territorial waters on a True Bearing of 10° E., this direction being parallel

to the midchannel line as indicated on the chart

B.G.—-Surinam Boundary—{C.30065/74). 12,
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3. Geographical Co-ordinates of the Terminal Mark.
The values found by the British and Netherlands Commiissions and the accepted

Mean Values are as follows:

Latitude. Longilude:
British 5° 59' 54”05 North. 570 o8’ 51759 West.
Netherlands 5° 59’ 53"°60 North. 570 08 51741 West.
Accepted 50 59’ 53”8 North. 570 08’ 5175 West.

Means

The above values refer to the buried mark "¢ A", about 3 metres from the visible
pillar A"

4, Description of the Mark.

{¢) The Mark proper, whose co-ordinates are given shove, is a concrete block
{46 cms. cube) with a brass centre bolt embedded in the top. On the top s}uface‘ i
engraved the letter “ A " and the year 1986 V. The top of the block is burled
10 cms, below the surface of the ground.

(b} Ata distance of 220 metres infand on a true bearing of 190° from the centre bolt
of Mark “* A " is a similar buried block, marked * B 7. The line joining the centre bolt
of ' B ''to that of ** A7’ and projected out to sea gives the direction of the boundary
Kne in Territotial Waters i.e. 109 east of True North.

{c) The real marks being buried below the surface of the ground two visible pillars
have been erected on the line joining the two marks ““ A7 and B, but 3 metres
beyond the buried mark in each case so that the Tine between the two marks is
uninterrupted by the pillars.  The pillars have been marked “ A’ and U BY
corresponding to the marks which they indicate, Both pillars are truncated sguare
pyramids, with the sides 40 cms. at the top and 50 cms. at ground level.: They are
buried 60 cms. in the ground and project 60 cms. above the ground, with a rounded
cap about § cms. high, making the total height above ground about 65 cms. Both
pillars are set diagonally on the line joining the two marks " A" and “B ", and thus
have two adjacent faces towards the sea and two towards the land.

4. (d) Pillar ** A" has engraved on ite N.W. face the words ' British Guiana ™',
on its N.E. face ** Suriname "', on jts S.E. face " A" and is S'W. face 1936 "

1t is about 215 metres from the present lowwater mark, but this measurement is of
Jittle value as the coast is continually changing here, 1t iz however situated on compara-
tively firm grass land immediately inland of a small sand dune which follows the
highwater mark.

Pillar “ B has only the letter “ B’ on the S.E. face and the year ‘' 1938 7
on the S.W. face.

{¢) The situation of the pillars and marks relative to each other and the neighbour-
ing landmarks is shown on the attached sketch. The general position of the Marks is
about 1,720 metres North of the Government Rest House at No. 63 Village (Benab)
Courantyne. ;

5. Evection of a large Mark visible from the sea.

Owing to the fact that there is no stone available within a 100 miles and the ground
on which the pillar has to be constructed consists of sand supported on lquid mud it
is consideged impracticable to erect a large concrete mark visible from ships at sea.
As such a’mark Is necessary a high wooden structure has to be built.  This mark has
to lg placed ‘in fiiefabove-mentioned line of 10° E. The lookout seawards is here
unol cteﬁi The matk must be kept up and renewed when necessary.

6. As a further safeguard for the replacement of the Marks referred to in para. 4
2 small concrete mark has been made at the British Astronomical station. This is
85 metres from the N.E. corner of the Rest House and 14'4 metres from the N.W. corner.

Latitnde 5° 58 587-09 N.
Longitude 57° 08’ 55712 W.
1. Puiprs, Major R.
Head of British Commissioner.
C. C. EAYSER, B
Hoofd der Nederlandsche Commiasie.
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No. C 6440/1910/30. FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1
25th July, 1938.
Sir,

With reference to E. Teixeira de Mattos’ note No. 2352 of November 22nd, 1937,
regarding the draft treaty in connexion with the boundary between Surinam and British
Guiana, I have the honour to inform you that His Majesty’s Government in the United
Kingdom have no objection to the amendment of Article 5 (ii) of this draft on the lines
proposed by the Netherlands Government.

2. His Majesty’s Government further concur in the view expressed in your
note No. 789 of March 19th last as regards the proper wording of article 1 (2) and article
3 of the treaty. I would observe, however, that according to their records the co-ordinates
of the beacon at the south of the River Courantyne should be latitude 5° 59' 53.9" North,
longitude 57° 08' 51.5" West and not as stated in E. Teixeira de Mattos’ note under
reference.

I have the honour to be,

with the highest consideration,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(For the Secretary of State)

Count John de Limburg Stirum,

etc., etc., etc.
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SECRET 10th Auguat, 1962«

My Lord, ‘ C -

i With reference to Note No. 1081/61 of 2lst December,. .
} 1961 from the British Embassy at The Hague to the Netherlands
i Ministry of Foreign Affaire, tranemitting copies of a draft-.
il Treaty and explanatory notas on ihe British Ouisna-Surinam .
boundery, I have the honour to stats the following upon
instructions recsived.

1. After discussions between the Ketherlsnds Government
b and the Surinam Government it appesred that the lattier dembt
i the vslidity of the British claim concerning the triangle
! enclosed by the Kutarl and New River. RN

that a draft=-Troaty, besed on the mssumption that the Kulari
is the boundary, would not comstitute a sufficient bhasis Yor
fruitful discussions betwesn the Government of the Xingdom
of the Netherlende snd Her Britasnnic Majeaty’'s Government.

i 2. The Burinam Government are, therefore, of the op‘lniph

3. The Surinaa Government hope that, instead of the Xautarl,
the New River will be accepted as the boundary. On the other
hend the Surinam Government would be preparsd to agree to the -
ahifting of the Corantyne boundary 10 the Thalweg of that
river.

be The Goverament of the Kingdom of tha Netherlands are

resdy to start pegotiations with Her Britannic Majesty'a

’ Oovermment on the basis of the compromise, outlined in para-

i araph 3. A draft-Treaty embodying this proposal in detail
will be submitted to Your Lordship shortly.

Se The Government of the Kingdom of the Nethorliends would
apprecieste these negotiations to tske plece at The Hague
between 19th September and 2nd October, 13962,

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordehip's obasdient Servant,

sgde A, Bentinck

The Right Ronoursble
The Earl of Homs.




Counter-Memorial of Suriname
Annex 5

STATEI/[E;NI‘ BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SURINAIVIE
" HE/JULES ALBERT WIJDENBOSCH,
AT THE TWENTY FIRST. MIEEI‘IN(} OF THE
CQNFERF.NCE OF HEADS OF GOVERNMENT
i. OF THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY, -
' CANOUAN ST. VINCENT AND_THE

Esteemed Colleagues, ~
Mr. Secreiary-General, '
Excellenties, .
Lad:es and Gentlemen,

The Govenmnent of . Surmame expressed its concern. about the fact that the Co- .
operative Republic of- Guya:na ‘has" issued a license for ‘the exploration and
explortahon of natural resources in. the Sirinamese Exclusive Beconomic Zone, more
in particular in the northwestern maritime boundary area, to a Canadian consortium, .
CGX Energy Inc, as. a result of which the Surinamese authorities were forced to-
order the oilrig P clear the Surinamese territory within 12 hours in conformrty ‘with ..
internationally ‘accepted.: procedures' of marltnmet' law* enforcement.” Recogmzmg

‘ Sunnama -3 soverergnty of th mphed wlth this order

It should be mentroned that Guyana deems to have a clann which is based on
vague grounds - to the aforesaid ‘area, whereas. in the past Guyanese authorities
always approached Surinamé to ask permission for granhng Tlicenses to carry out
exploratron sghvr'aes in the area concemed T

It is drstressmg lihat*desp:te the -various Notes exchanged with Guyana about
keeping the oilrig out of Surinamese territory, no heed was paid to these instructions.
As the relations between the two countries have seriously deteriorated because of
this. Cmtroversy, part:res decrd d to ‘Tes rt‘to dplo atu: consultatron to find a
solution-to. the problem ; ' ' ,

Three meedngs have meanwhxl' been held to ﬂmcuss the problems arisen, in

partlcular : = o
the Special Mmjsi:enal 'onsultatron in Tmudad and Tobago on 6 ]une Iast, which
resulted in the following meetings as agreed (vide Joint Commu.niqué) ,

- the First Consultations of the Joint* Techmcal Comnussrons in Georgetown, on 13
and 14 June lastand i : :

- the Second Consultahons of
17 and 18 Iune last.

]omt" Techmoal Commrssrons in Paramanbo, orni

: Desprte the earher-mentioned Mrmstenal and Techmcal meetmgs, basic queshons .
that were put by the Surinamese sidé have remained unanswered: .
- ‘on what grounds does Guyana beheve it can daim the northweetem mantlme

- "".transparency with respe;ttoth »g:eementwith_ ST -
" the ‘authoritiés of Suriname wanted to-have a oopy of the agreement concluded
between the Government of Guyana and CGX Energy Inc., such in view of the
' essentlal transparency in the matter and the Surinamese auﬂront:es obliggtlon o
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account for their actions to the Government, the Council of State, the National
Assembly and the Concessionaire.

To demonstrate to the international community, to the regional community and the

two respective societies that this controversy should not have a lasting negative

influence on the programme of cooperation, it was decided:

- that the Meeting of the joint National Border Commissions would be held not
later than 7 July 2000;

- that the deliberations of the Surinamese-Guyanese Cooperative* Council, which
deals with the bilateral programme of cooperation on a wide variety of areas,
would be continued at the earliest.

It is worth mentioning that in the past Guyanese fishing boats encountered in the
disputed area were run in by Surinamese maritime authorities on patrol and in
accordance with legal procedures, the boats were confiscated and the matter was
submitted to the Procurator General.

At the time, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guyana, H.E. Clement Rohee, made a
personal demarche to offer his apologies for the actions of the Guyanese fishermen
and to request that the matter be dealt with out of court.

In view of the independence of the institution of the Procurator General, who had
already taken up the case, Minister Rohee’s request was passed on by the
Government authorities. Mindful of the good relations between the two countries
and the principle of good neighbourliness, the case was dismissed with the
restitution of the fishing boats and a fine imposed on the Guyanese fishermen, with
notification to the Guyanese authorities, thus acknowledging Suriname’s sovereignty
of the area concerned. Guyana welcomed this solution,

For a long time the boundary issue strained the relations between Suriname and
Guyana, At the last meeting (1995) of the Mixed Surinamese-Guyanese Border
Commission in Georgetown it was impossible to have fruitful discussions and to
make progress in the matter, because of the widely divergent positions of the two
countries.

As a member of the UN, the NAM, the OAS, the Group of 77 and China, the ACP,
the ACS, CARICOM, the Amazon Pact, the SELA and the OIC, Suriname has always
conducted itself like a dignified and trustworthy member towards the international
community, and has always respected the rules and principles of these
organizations, while it has always been a peace-loving and understanding neighbour
to Guyana. _
Suriname has never in any way tried to obstruct the development of Guyana.

This is particularly expressed in the fact that in the past, in times of tensions in
Guyana, Guyanese nationals, both as immigrants and as refugees, found a safe haven
in Suriname. Over the years, almost 7% of the Guyanese population has taken up
permanent residence in Suriname. They now make up 12% of the total population of
Suriname and live in harmony with the Surinamese people.*

It is therefore incomprehensible that the Guyanese Minister of Foreign Affairs in his
statement made in Suriname and distributed afterwards among member countries of
the international community, has made the following remark:

(And 1 quote)
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“ This situation will undoubtedly leave a bitter taste in the mouths of all

Guyanese people having been deprived by their neighbour of a vital

opportunity to enjoy the benefits from a major investment which would have

contributed substantially to the economic and soc1aI development of
Guyana.” (End of Quote)

Good neighbourliness can never go so far that unlawful acts on the part of Guyana -
in casu the issue of licences without permission resulting in the unauthorized use of
Surinamese natural resources by third parties, while the pertinent conditions have
not been made or are not publicly known - are condoned by Suriname.

In the statement of Minister Rohee we also find the following passage:
(And [ quote)
“Guyana has always extended a hand of friendship and cooperation to
Suriname. The high point of this disposition was the statesmanlike and
generous stand taken by Guyana at the Sixth Intersessional Meeting of the
Conference of Heads of Government of the Caribbean Community held in
Belize in 1995 when Guyana declared its support to Suriname as a full
member of the Community.”
(End of quote)
With regard to the “statesmanlike and generous stand” of Guyana in relation to the
conduct of a neighbouring country upon the entry into CARICOM, Suriname wishes
to indicate that this is based on an unusual representation of the facts.
With reference to the above, the Surinamese version is presented below:
Suriname does not owe its membership in CARICOM in no way whatsoever to
Guyana. The opposite is true.
The neighbouring country that, in the event of Suriname’s applying for membership
in CARICOM, was expected to welcome Suriname’s membership in CARICOM
without raising objections, was in fact a CARICOM member couniry that wished to
deploy the boundary issue as an additional condition for discussions at Suriname’s
entry into CARICOM.

Guyana tried to hamper this important and historical step that Suriname wished to
make in the interest of further regional integration and of strengthening a sub-
regional and multilateral institute.

The CARICOM Secretariat informed the Suringme Ministry of Foreign Affairs of this

situation. The Government of Suriname toak the pgsition that it would on no

condition participate in a “quick fixed and {ast frack” solution to the boundary

Problem and furthermore stated that if this w 38 to be a caondition, Suriname would

npt become a member of CARICOM. With thla q]:ﬁtpda and the cooperative spirit of
g other CARICOM member countries, Surmq‘gp gamed unobstructed access to
CARICOM, as a “More Developed Country” (MD

In their deliberations, the Heads of State and the Heads of Government indicated to
urge Suriname and Guyana to resolve the boundary problem as soon as possible in a
peaceful manner.

With regard to the use of force in solving the boundary problem between Suriname
and Guyana, Suriname would like to draw attention to the following.
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The Government of Suriname emphatically states that at no time did it use force to
remove the oilrig and that in removing the rig it has acted in conformity with
maritime law enforcement procedures. However, as already demonstrated, Suriname
will resolutely protect its territory against any invasion.

The only country to resort to acts of force in the boundary dispute is Guyana, and

this became clear in a public admission by Minister Rohee in his closing statement at

the meeting of 18 June last in Paramaribo:

(And I quote)
“Moreover, for Suriname to justify the use of force to settle a dispute with its
neighbour and further, to view the forced eviction of the CGX rig as an act of
revenge in light of and response to the action taken in 1969 by Guyana in
removing a number of civilian and military personnel occupying that part of
the territory of Guyana known as the New River Triangle is to add insult to
injury.” (End of quote)

It is in direct conflict with the law, justice and good neighbourliness, and
demonstrates the attitude of Guyana when it informs the international community
that it has by military force kidnapped Surinamese citizens from their own country,
and occupies Surinamese territory, with the use of force.

Despite the fact that after the military occupation of Surinamese territory discussions
followed in 1970 in Chaguaramas, in Trinidad and Tobago, whereby it was explicitly
agreed that the area would be demilitarized, Guyana did not stand by the
agreements up to the present day.
The Joint Communiqué of Chaguaramas in Trinidad and Tobago in 1970, which was
signed together, clearly indicates the path along which activities would be
conducted:
(And I quote)
“With a view to ensuring peaceful relatlons between the two countries the
Prime Ministers agreed in principle that there should be an early
demilitarization of the border area of Guyana and Surinam in the region of
the Upper Corentyne, and to the promotion of practical co-operation between
Guyana and Surinam in the economic and cultural fields.” (End of quote)

Be it known that the peaceful and non-aggressive attitude demonstrated by
Suriname over the years should in no circumstance be construed as a passive
invitation to compromise the country’s territorial integrity and natipnal sovereignty.

In addition, the Suriname Government once again reiterates thqt.the rig has been
removed from Surinamese terrifory without gny acts of force aqd not, as is
repeatedly misconstrued by Guyana, with the use of force.

The Surinamese Government is repeatedly confronted with agrusations as if it
wold have used force to remove the CGX oil rig from its territarig] watgys.
kmﬁf! allow me to briefly share with you some views on this matter.

It is Jaid dpwn in the Surinamese Constitution that the National Armyy is responsible
far protecting the territorial integrity of Suriname.
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In the act on the National Army it is further laid down that the Surinamese Navy, as
part of the National Army of Suriname , is responsible for maritime law enforcement
in the Exclusive Economic Zone.

In various agreements with third parties, including with the United States of
America in our version of the shiprider agreement, the Surinamese National Army,
in casu the Surinamese navy, is responsible for maintaining surveillance and for the
maritime law enforcement.

These past years, Suriname regularly had to suffer from criminal, threatening
activities of the following nature:

piracy, smuggling, organized drug-related crossborder crime, arms smuggling,
illegal fishery activities in valuable fishing grounds and in breeding grounds of fish
and shrimp, sometimes with small boats and sometimes even with large floating
fish-processing plants, as well as various attempts to illegally use natural resources
available at those locations.

The patrolling marine authorities operate in accordance with internationally
accepted law enforcement principles and in close consultation with the Procurator-
General of Suriname .

The commander officer of the naval vessel is sworn in by the Procurator - General as
a consequence of which he becomes a law enforcement official.

The marine surveillance activities took place in accordance with international,
regional, sub-regional and bilateral programmes of cooperation to fight crossborder
organized crime which poses a threat to the souvereignty and the territorial integrity
and even to the democratic institutions in our country.

In the case of the oil rig the following standard procedure was followed.

Before the rig reached Surinamese territory, and because the intentions could be
inferred, it was asked through diplomatic and other channels, that it keep out of
Surinamese territory.

When the rig has reached Surinamese territory, it was requested that it clear the area.
The crew of the rig was willing to comply with the request, but asked time to prepare
for clearing the area.

The Surinamese navy allowed the rig 12 hours to eave the area.
Which is was happened.

of this tape will be deposited at the CARICOM Se_éremriat.

A videotape was made of this ope;gﬁ,on at sea and is available to everyone. A copy
Puring the three discussions in Trinidad on 6 Jung, in Georgetowq) pry 13 and 14 June,
apd in Paramaribo on 17 and 18 Jupe Jast, it was cjear that Guyanq' did pot at all want
# salution for the very problem, as lajd down in the Joint Commppuniqué drafted in
Trinidad and Tobago on 6 June last.

(And I quote)

.“The Ministers recognized that the current dispute over the concessions
granted by Guyana was directly related to the wider issue of the border
problem between Guyana and Suriname. They therefore determined that
steps must simultaneously be taken to address this ongoing dispute over the
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border between the two countries even as they sought to put in place
arrangements to end the current dispute over the oil exploration concessions.

In this regard, reference was made to the concession granted by Guyana to
CGX.” (End of quote)

During the talks, the delegation of Guyana did not wish to inform the Surinamese
delegation of the grounds for its claims of sovereignty, and only focussed on the
realization of a final step, more in particular that the rig would be directed to the
original location on Guyana’s terms. The Guyanese counterpart did not respond to

the solutions proposed by Suriname for the peaceful settlement of this dispute, with
due consideration for the boundary issue.

Moreover, Guyana did not want to take the complexity of the problem into
consideration. For good order, it should be pointed out that this involves the
following:

- a technical problem with a strong political dimension;

- regional and national security is at stake;

- the bilateral relation is put under pressure;

- the legal and environmental aspects cannot be ignored;

- the economic and financial implications for all parties concerned;

- the procedures prescribed by the Constitution;

- transparency in granting licences for the exploration and exploitation of natural
resources which belong to the State, which is also provided for in the Surinamese
Constitution;

- fully informing the respective societies about the contents of the agreement and
the related financial, economic and other material and immaterial consequences.

In respect of this matter I would like to point out that it is laid down by law that in

granting licences for the exploitation of natural resources that are property of the

Surinamese nation the following requirements must be satisfied:

- approval of the Council of Ministers;

- approval of the Council of State;

- furnishing of information tp and discussion by the members of the Council of
Ministers, in casu the President, with the National Assembly;

- approval of the National Assembly;

- publication of the agreement; .

- entry into effect following completion of these procedures.

With this policy of transparency the Surinamese Government gives openness of
affairs to the nation and the interpational community in respert of the agreement
which also carries with if a siyong environmental dimensien, whereas the
Government gives full account o soriety of the legal, finapejal and economic
consequences. . s _

ence it demanded of the Guyanese caynterpart, during the deliberations, that it
make available all particulars 3s a’g_re'eq e with the Canadian campany and as laid

down in the agreement. :

It appears that Guyana is tryj g to force a salution without wa‘t}ﬁng to discuss the
actyal boundary problem so that, correspondipg to its behavioyr in the past, it could
ahtain quroval for acts of sovereignty, which will not be accepted endlessly by
Suriname. It will not be permitted that Guyana’'s scenarios are always afterwards
corrected in this manner.
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Succeeding in getting the rig directed to Surinamese waters would mean:

- that a third party without prior knowledge of Suriname would perform activities
in Surinamese territory, which is unacceptable to Suriname;

- yielding to the unlawful demands of a neighbouring country that would like to
create a chaotic situation in the northwestern maritime boundary area and in no
way whatever wants to discuss the crux of the problem;

- neglecting the claims of sovereignty by Suriname which are justified;

- yielding to the constant attempts of Guyana to perform acts of sovereignty on
Surinamese territory to so transform that area into a “disputed area”.

All possibilities to find a peagefpl solution to the problem were simply ignored by
Guyana in the phase when Sufiname, by way of diplomatic notes and demarches,
expressly requested its neighbour not to direct the rig to Suringmese territory. It is
evident that Guyana intended to P_resent Suriname with a fait aCCOFlpli.

Suriname founds its claims on the usual provisions of international law, ratified

treaties, historical positions apd documents, rational arguments, scientific

interpretations and other intema]:iohal arrangements relating to nafional borders and

shall always substantiate it claims nf sovereignty with the praper dpcuments.

To this day, Guyana has refuseq b ng so despite repeated Tequesty.

The basic docuppents in deter the Surinamese boungaries gre the following:

- the Goverpors’ Agreement Qf 99 which was subsequently Froclalmed as the
Treaty of 1§ 4

- the fo ocument relatmg to the Handover of Surinamg, drawn up at its
indepe q gnge by the Netharlands queyw}int signed by the then Prime

fi:

ster q ]{.m am B(( ﬂ, Naﬁ\ar E. ]. den U , addressed to the
’ngrtl actmg ter uupap\e, Henk AE. Arrq
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For the sake of good order I wish to point out the grounds for the legitimate claim of

sovereignty by Suriname in respect of the disputed* area in the northwestern coastal

region, and I quote from the letter of the Netherlands Prime Minister den Uyl to the

Surinamese Government at the hand-over of the sovereignty:

{Quote) ‘
“The western boundary is formed by the low-water line on the west bank of
the Corentyne, from source to mouth. Therefore the boundary runs from a
point yet to be determined on the southern boundary to the source of the
Upper Corentyne, subsequently from this source along the low water line on
the west bank of the Upper Corentyne and the Corentyne up to the point
where the shoreline changes into the coastline and from this point along a line
with a direction of 10 degrees east of True North through the territorial sea,
without prejudice to the rights to which the sovereign Repuplic of Suriname,
as a coastal state, is entitled pursuant to international law, in the marine area
delimited by the prolongation of this line.” (End of quote)

For the sake of clarity, Suriname would like to describe its exact border with Guyana
the North to the South.

The western boundary of Suriname with the neighbouring country of Guyana, both
on the South American continent and in the Atlantic Ocean, from the South to the
North is constituted as follows:

The shortest line from a point yet to be determined on the southern boundary with
the neighboring country of Brazil to the source of the Upper Corantyne River,
subsequently from this source along the westbank of the Upper Corantyne and the
Corantyne rivers to the point marked: Latitude 5°59'53”.8 North and Longtitude
57008'51”.5 West, where the aforesaid shoreline cuts the coastline in sea .

From this marked point the boundary continues along a line 10 degrees East of True

North, being the western limit of the Territorial Sea, the Exclusive Economic Zone
and the Continental Shelf of Surmqm'e. ‘

The above determination of the boundary is based on ratified treaties and
agreements, such as : oot :

-the Governors’ Agrgement of 1799, which was subsequently

-proclaimed as a ratified treaty, namely the “RBegace Convention of Lpndon”,1814.

-the official document re}a'gﬂﬁtp the Handayer of the sovere ¥ at Suriname’s
independence, which was fAWR Ppérg ‘DF en Prime Mir\ista;ﬁz the Kingdom of
;he Netherlands, H.E. |. dep Uyl addresse | tp the then acting Firime Minister of
Suriname, H.E. Henk A.E. Arrop. , {

As well gs Qistorical points jgw, geographjcal data, scientific interpretations,
while the princi;i;s gn’@;\ ?&% law which apply in determi _the boundaries
between countries hav sm%ﬁ_mmomnt ;&Q AN

line.

has pgvex V(an\te\i to g ite repegipd requests thewqto made by

Qrgane %
%\\“&a{nese ::g;agg\gm;on which grounds it believes to have a valid ¢dgim on the
area, ‘

have-deacrl
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On the grounds hereof, the boundaries of Suriname have been determined
practically beyond contest. It cannot be that continuous pressure and regular
attempts to be allowed to conduct drilling activities in Surinamese territory, the one
time with the permission of Suriname and then again without, may give the area the
status of a “disputed area”. '

Be it known, that the representation of developments as given to the international
community by Minister Rohee is entirely for his own account. Also the time schedule
and the reference to various documents are apparently based on a specifically
Guyanese view and only cause surprise with the Surinamese counterpart and leave
behind a bitter aftertaste of negotiations which, on closer examination, were to satisfy
only a unilateral need.

The Government of Suriname has made every effort to present a workable proposal
to ensure a peaceful solution of the dispute. To Suriname’s deep disappointment, this
was rejected by Guyana.

Suriname believes in the peaceful settlement of the dispute and will take no notice of
provocations, insinuations, threats, accusations and any false arguments that cannot
support the unjustified claims of the neighbouring country. Suriname wishes to
maintain excellent relations with its neighbours and demands that the principle of
mutual respect and trust also be adhered to in this regard. This, notwithstanding the
fact that Guyana has always tried to force a solution by means of unilaterally
imposed time limits and by putting a great strain on the deliberations,

Meanwhile, Suriname remains willing to deploy all mechanisms available at the
bilateral level, in casu Presidential consultations for which it has sent out an
invitation, to further discuss the boundary issue and by so doing lay the foundations
for a structural solution.

In this context, Suriname applauds the recent decision of the CARICOM Council of
Ministers, which called upon the two member states party to the conflict, to continue
on the path of diplomatic consultation at the highest level, as proposed by Suriname.

Suriname will maintain the best of relations with its neighbouring country to thus

give expression to the spirit of brotherhood, friendship and good neighbourliness,

regardless of the displeasure it experiences from the unfounded claims of the

Guyanese authorities. With its two other neighbouring countries, French Guiana

(France) and Brazil, it has always pursued mutual cooperation and development and

to that end has adopted a policy in favour of inter alia:

- the peaceful settlement of disputes;

- promoting cooperation on the basis of mutual benefit, mutual trust, mutual
respect and peaceful co-existence, while the principle of good neighbourliness is
also a guide.

In this framework, Suriname is looking forward to the proposed meetings of the
Surinamese-Guyanese Cooperative* Council, the National Border Commissions and
the Multidisciplinary Technical Commissions.

Suriname once again makes the appeal, which was endorsed by the Community
Council of Ministers.of June last, that all mechanisms be deployed, including the
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instrument of the Heads of Government, to plot a course towards a sustainable
solution to the problem in the spirit of peaceful co-existence.

In view of the fact that at CARICOM level, based on the principle of peaceful co-
existence, again discussions are being held, one important precondition for
productive discussions has already been met.

Suriname is willing to have the talks at the level of Heads of State at any time, and
would apprecjate it if, during these deliberations, the date and place could be
determined for further téte-a-téte consultations with the esteemed Colleague of
Guyana to set out together the path to be followed.

Perhaps it would also be possible to make further arrangements with regard to
communications via the media, the taking of positions and the making of
accusations, which the media interpret and present in their own way, as such is not
conducive to the normalization of the bilateral relations or to laying a foyndation for
fryitful discussions.* :

In thjs light, a code of conduct for the two parties to adhere to would gertainly
contribute to the normalization of relations which both parties desire. =~

The Surinamese Government is at all times willing to conduct § with the
pyanpese ¢ounterpart in the interest of finding a peaceful sojution to the boundary
roblem without in so doing relinquishing its sovereign claims ip apy way

ﬁ}hatsoever. ‘

Peace, securijty, stability, harmony and sustainable developrpex;t will a]lways be the

guideline far Suriname, which is what it wishes for the pﬁop}e of Guyana and thejr
Government. ' ‘

I thapk ypu.

10
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His Excellency,
P.J, Patterson
Prime Minister of Jamaica

Dear Prime Minister Patterson,

Please accept my appreciation for your letter of 18 July 2000.

I, too, am deeply disappointed that the Memorandum of Understanding was
not signed despite the extensive discussions and the great effort put forth by
you. A historic advance would have been reached otherwise, since this
Memorandum of Understanding constitutes a framework for the solution to
the border problem and the recently arisen problems between the two
countries, while the relations between Suriname and Guyana could have

been normalized.

All areas for cooperation between the two countries would have been
attended to with energy and expedition so as to make a concerted effort for
the sustainable economic development of our countries.

When we left Montego Bay, parties had committed themselves to sign the
Memorandum of Understanding within 24 hours. The Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Suriname, as agreed upon with his Guyanese colleague , remained
behind and declared himself prepared to sign the final text as drafted in
Kingston with your assistance. The signing was delayed pending
confirmation on the part of Gyyana. Arrangements had been made to keep
me abreast by telephone. In spite of the high expectations, the document was
not signed and four precious days have meanwhile elapsed unused which is

undesirable and causes grave concern to me.

The proposal to single out one matter from the whole of subjects is
inconsistent with the principle that "Nothing is agreed until everything is
agreed" - to which principle partics have committed themselves and which
was frequently quoted by Guyana throughout the discussions up to the last

meeting.

I once again express my deep disappointment with the current situation,
however | give you the assurances of my personal and my government's
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continued goodwill and re-assure you that we will exert every effort to reach
a peaceful solution the the border problem and all related matters.

I trust that this information will be of use to you , and [ am looking forward
to further developments.

Yours sincerely,

Jules Albert Wijdenbosch
President of the Republic of Suriname

Paramaribo, 20 July 2000
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ﬁs%&eﬁmcy,?.}'}?m
Prime Minister of Jamaica

1 begin this letter expressing my gratitude to you and your staff for the efforts you
have put forth to facilitate the talks between the Republic of Suriname and the Co-
operative Republic of Guyana. I would like to thank you more in particular for the
mmmhawmadataﬁywmhasummmﬁaﬁmmmymlmwaf
the tatks.

We have mfm‘rmﬁ the Smm people ai:ém: your special contribution and told
thmthatyqu%mvepmwdm%ﬁam ﬁsmmm&mo&'m

As you know, Wmmmaxm@mﬂm:ﬁmma{a
conflict between two sister nations, the road of close bilateral consultati

taken in seeking models for the solution to such conflict. Unfortu
: mmmﬁmm%dsﬁﬁmmmmgmﬂmms: "V‘mmﬁ

and the Grenadines, we noted that Guyana bas little faith in a bilateral solution to
the problem,

ms%mwmatmmimmWhﬁp asfwzmtar@m

‘ : Understanding was not sigued, despite the
mmzemmmmwmmawmmmm For the
sake completeness, we would like to recall that Suriname has shown its willingness

mszgathzﬁmidmﬁdmnm&zymmmmcmﬂtmgmmb
8 of the document drawn up by you.

When the Guysnese delegation, headed by Minister Rohee of Foreign Affairs, for
hours appeared unable to contact its President and disagreed with the proposal that
the authorized representative of Suriname, His Excellency Erroll G. Snijders,
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TAs mrﬁmn:gylmﬁmfulyzﬁﬁﬁ mmm%ymmﬁfiﬁm
Suriname is at all times willing to conduct talks with Guyana abor pea
settlement of the border issue.

To our utter amazement we had to leam from the media that the t“-t:;-*:."ri‘f-':viv

Government was no longer prepared fo negotiate with the present legitimate

Government of Swiname. President Bharrat Jagdeo W&MWW

vﬁmwmmmmmmmmmofﬁemmg
ermment.,

I may remind you that I and my delegation on various occasions have indicated that
the mmm.g government was k@ﬁf well informed of the fv.',""v.j&v'#iiizv-@ s in this
matter. The representative of the incoming Govermnment and now President-elect
_ Ronald Runaldo Venetizan has pubkc}y affirmed this, also in interviews with the

(Guyanese press.

mﬁm&md&a@m%ﬁmi@mﬁammm taam-

knowledge - mmm&mmmmmafm Guyanese Governm

o deterioration of the Mm Wfl’lﬁh 332 Sfﬁ ! =
; the many public calls. for military action against Suriname aiid even

. mﬁsﬁrmwammmmmyafﬁwmhcuf&mmbmﬁuym
jﬁm“@ these calls have bm made by mm Guyanese nationals,

ztssaﬁ:tymdm Mmﬂy&mgmm&nmmmmmﬂmm
arisen as described above, has filed a strong protest by way of a Note to both the
&meﬁﬁvwm&sgmﬁmm}ofﬁw%m

h&nmﬁﬁof?&&&umfhcmdmmﬁfm%mﬁwmmm

Mwmﬁmmwwwﬁmmmwmmm
intimidations mmbm'glm&ganﬁa government mmmwwﬁi mﬂy
take the controversy between the two countries into a grim atmogp!

The Surmamese Government is greatly concerned about the safety of delegates of
Suriname to mmmmmhcmamﬁmgm .
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ﬂmmw&iﬁm mmbm&i&ﬁammwmmhmﬁﬂﬁm
m task ag Caricom facilitator. The statesmznshin cemongirated i;y you in this

capgcity shall always set a prime miﬁ fﬂi‘ :

Pr%dmmf the Repubixr; of Suriname

Paramaribo, 11 August 2000
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JOINT DECLARATION ON THE OCCASION OF THE OFFICIAL VISIT OF
HYS EXCELLENCY BHARRAT JAGDEQ,
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUYANA TO .
-~ THE REPUBLIC OF SURINAME, JANUARY 28™_ 3578 3009
PARAMARIBO, SURINAME

INTRODUCTION
At the invitation of the President of the Republic of Surivatse, His Bxcellency Runaldo
Kanaidesm the Pregident of the Rnﬁz&bﬁzaﬁ‘ﬁmﬁi&ﬁx@eﬁmy Bhaprat

Jagdeo paid an official visit to the Republic of Suriname from Janvary 28% - 30%, 2002,

President Runaldo Venetiasn welcomed President Jagdeo on his arrival at the Johmn
Adolf Pengel Airport in Swriname.

Mmmnfmm@mmmmmmzmmmj and 2.

President Jagdeo gave a lecture for the faculty board members of the Anfon de Kom
University of Suriname.

The business coramunity of Surineme hosted & lunch in honsur of President Jagdeo,
government officials.

President Venetlaan snd Mis. Vmﬁm'hnswdamepﬁmiammrafl’m&m
Iﬁ@dm?iwgathzﬁngmmwdhy%ikﬁmﬁm
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mfmwdamwmmsm@mﬁwm&mwy,%

Honourable Ramdien Sardjoe and addressed the Extre-ordinacy Session of the Mational
Assembly.

President Jagdeo paid 2 visit to the Swiname Stats Oi Company (Staatsolie),

The President met with Guyanese nationals resident in Suriname and visited the Border
district of Nickerie, |

m?mmﬁmammwmmawmmzmw* and 299

bmsmmmmtheum&mmwaedam&mnﬁm of national,
mmmmmmmmmm

c@nmamcnm%mmm@mmwmmmMm&am
global environment.

President Venetizan and President Jagdeo noted the de

eloproents of the work of the

mm m WW aﬁﬁm 2’? mml\& iﬁ Siien '*“?*"l' 4 m Wﬁg %
mg},ﬁn, mm as ms m’?ﬁm cham, m m g"i'm’—f iieigiy M m

mﬁmﬁﬁmﬁézuﬁmmmﬁzmﬁmmmmm
Mmmmmmmwmnmm
nations and to promots and preserve this process,
hmmmﬂwmmmwmmmmm&wmmmﬁf
zmmmmmhmwi.mkhwm%%mm
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facilitator entrusted with the task 1o enhance the process of consultation and dialogue
between the Governyments of Suxiname and Guyana.
’mm?&mﬁﬁﬂmwﬁmﬁwmmﬁwmm positive developments in the bilaters]
relations between both countries and stated that the momentum reached in cooperarion
efforts must be preserved and maximized for the benefit of the people of both countries.

The- Presidents acknowledged the work done by the Striname/ Guyana Cooperation
Council at their Sixth Meeting held in Paramaribo on the 15% and 16®  January, 2002.
They decided that they should be informed at least twice a year of progress made, in the
various activities in accordance with the time table set by the Ministers of Foreign
In endorsing the work done by the Cooperation Council, the Presidents underscored the
value of human resource development in particular in the field of education, sports and
culture. They encouraged cooperation between their reypective universities, especially
the field of distance leaming and medical intetnships.

They also concluded that full support should be given to Suriname hosting CARIFESTA
2003.

They expressed support to the continuing organization of the Inter Cuisna Games
between the Republic of Suriname, the Republic of Guyana and French-Guians,

Both Heads of State scknowledged the burden of drug trafficking and drug related crimes
on their socisties. In order to confront this soourge and ofher criminal threats they
endorsed the establishiment of a Jolnt Security Program and 8 Working Group on Trans.
bovndary Crimes. The Presidents encouraged the drafting of 2 Mutual Legal Agreement
and & Maritime Law Enforcement Agreement a8 well as cooparation programs between
law enforcement officers and the pablication of immigration requirements of both
countries.



Counter-Memorial of Suriname
Annex 8

In the ficld of transport both President Venetiaan and President Jagdeo agreed that
saﬁé&aﬁmm&:&ihegivmtomignakOmAixpﬂaaxam@‘myﬁxmaﬁ
aircraft from Suriname,
Eu&am%nf&ainﬁmwmmwmmfwmwa&ﬁw
Presidents endorsed the decisions to initiate discussions on the development of a transport
network to link with those of Brazil and Venezuela.

m&mmmmmmnmmmmmmgmmw
that the mmymwmmmwm@m&mmnmmm
area of frequency management, .

The Presidents reconfirmed the decisions taken by the Shah Meeting of the Cooperation
Couneil with regard 1o cooperation in the area of labour with respect to health and safety
standards,

They agreed that cooperation with respect to environmental affuirs should include
cooperation in Coastal Zone Managoment within the comtext of existing multilateral -
environmental conventions,

Congidering that both Guyane and Suriname are eco tourism destinations within the
region, the Heads of State underscored and reconfirmed the aress of cooperstion as
decided by the Sixth Meeting of the Cooperation Couneil.

Taking into account challenges to the rice market and the potentisl of their respective.
vountries, the Leaders of both countries ok note of the plans for cooperation in
agriculture and emphasized the need for a joint approach to improve competitivensss In
the rice sector,
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They decided that the Ministers of Agriculture should monitor (he work of the technical
group with regard on rice,

Mww&mmwfmmmﬁmmmmmﬁhmimﬁm
+ should be taken into consideration.

The Presidents also stressed the need to establish an Expert Group to discuss matters in
mmaafmmmmmm@memmmmwﬁm
be explored to increase the issuance of licenses and the reduction of the fees for these

Rﬂﬂecﬁageﬁﬁwpﬁﬁiﬁmﬁf&%ﬁ%iiﬁzSMmmdﬁamm%ngﬂd
emm%&%%%i;@af%wmm%mm
m@mﬁﬁﬁﬂmeﬁm%mmmmmmﬁmmefmmwm
mmmﬁ%k@mﬁ;mmmmwmmmm
of both countries.
Inﬁiemﬁmafmw&gﬁmmii@mﬁmiummafmmmrwﬁ
emphasis was placed on meetings of the customs and immigration officials. In this
regard the Presidents noted the process of the free movement of goods and people within
@mmxmmmmmwmm,mmamﬁ
neighbours 1o proceed ahesd of the CARICOM implementstion scedule,

Recognizing the threats posed to the welbeing of the people of both countries, in
particular the HIV / AIDS pandemic, the Leaders of both coniries urged the early
reconvening of the meetings of the Border Health Committes,

President Venstiaun and President Jagdeo andorsed the decisions taken by the Sixth
Meeting of the WmCmﬁwmwmmmmm :
mmmmmmmmmmm@m&mﬁdmmw
peiroleunn issuss would be dealt with in the Border Commissia
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The two Presidents reconfirmed their belief that the border issues should be resolved ina
spirit of undersfanding, co-operation and good neighbourliness. ,

They noted with satisfaction the progress made by the Third Mesting of the Suriname and
Guyana Border Commissions, held in Paremaribo on January 17*, 2002, towerds creating
an abmosphere conducive 1 constructive discussions both on the border issues and on
provisibnal arrangements of a practical nature. In view of the importance of the matter,

they expect the Commissions to exchange suggestions in a timely fashion bcfar&%hﬁr

next meeting scheduled to be held in Georgetown in the first half of may 2002,

At the request of Pregident Jagdeo the issue of joint exploration for hydrocarbon
resources was discussed and the Presidents took the decision to request the Border
Camnﬁssimmjmkatm;@mﬁmmémdﬁiﬁwtkﬂmﬂdmfmﬂmﬁwmm
in the taking of a decision regarding an eventual joint exploration.

It was agreed that a sub-commitiee of the Joint Suriname and Guyana Border
Commission should be established to address this issue and to report to this Commission
before its meeting in May.

President Jagdeo expressed his sincere appreciation for the warm welcome provided to
him and his delegation during the visit,

President Jagdeo invited President Venetiaan to pay an official visit to Guyana at a
mutually convenient time. President Venetinan accepted the invitation with pleasure,

Republic of Swriname
Rumaldo R. Venetiaan





