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\Y ) %e must now forward o the Porsizn
R Gr fﬁ;;tf"ice a copy Ofﬁff,}‘" and enclosures, refarring E-;g —
\‘\ // toq'(9) on 65073/30,herein.  The enclosures to id. 55 1:
'\T/ A deel with two distinet questions, {a) how shouli T:r;; 5
; L the sastarz or Dutch bovndary of British Guiane, .§1§ r
which hes hitherto been held to be the Coux-antyne ) ES
river, and in its upper reaches the main course g: % :
or source of this river, be défined?: (b) is the '§ E’ zt
Yutari in foet the mair course or source of the g § g :
a2 af.
river Courantyne in its upper reaches, and if.not, %52 ;: :
kow will eny change affect tha international %‘% 23: :
boundary? g :&' “
As regards (a),- thers was correspondence égf '
between the Secretary of State end the Govermor in Egg ii:
, 1913, from which emerged the f‘ollowing definition, g;‘ i
,‘L!’.s l‘? since embodied inbte. ths twe British Guiana maps:- §§El N
5] et/ "?he sastern boundary of the Colony is the'deepest 5% N
¢ i channel (thaiweg) of the river Courantyne. or, when éE—j .
an islard is paesed, the mddle of tha 'deepest _ S
channel { thalweg) batwaan that 1sland ‘and ‘ths west °
bank. of the river™. ’
In practme this defimtmu does not mes
the cass, 1nasmuch as (a) the- 1slands of vhlch -
) ‘thare ere thousands in tha uppar. _raaches-,. gll .
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valut_alese,"_b'sldxig; té"tl.l'é:_-i)utch: (b) the
despest channely .nza—thesw along the Dutch
shore ef the lower rpachqs, nherensnislands,

shoals and sandbanks ﬁre';&aag the British

shore: and (c) if-tﬁe_ﬁétharlands Goverrment |

agres to accept the deepest chacnal as the
boundary, but ceds the islepds to the wes: of
it {o the British, its demercation would be

a long =2nd costly affair, es souniinge would
have to be taken to locets it ard vermapent
marks be erected cn each side of the channsl.

Tke chanmnel which existed at ths tire

demsrcation would bte the btoundary for =zl
time, no matter what changes ozcurrad in the
position of the deespest chanpel a2ftsrwards.
The {inal sujgestion is, therefcre, thar cie

axtreme low walsT mark along tha British or
e e
west bank shou Come the boundary, snd that

N e
iree navigation rights should be sscursd over

she whole river beyond. that zone for British
and Dutch nationmais.

wielw
As regerds (B), == the far nors

irportant question, The situation is trisfly.

as followa: The Netherlands Goverpment in
1659 objscted to the defirition that ke
T}

boundary of British Guimne extended “to the

source of the Corentin called the Cutari rivsr"i,

and suggested that the Hew River should te

ragardedﬁs ‘the boundary. Kr. Chemberlain
definitely stated’ in’l/ggo that the Secretary
of State pWQon

that the Few River. should henceforth be

regarded s the main- source of the Courantyns

river, and‘tﬁérefor'é?ﬁﬂ ‘the’ boundary between
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’ another statemanu made by the Natherlands E;nls'

-Dutah and’ Br1t1ah ﬁu1ana. Aftar descrlblng the
’ dlscovery of the Kutari in 1843 by Schomburg,

Surinam boundary until 1923 and 1524, vhen their

Yr. Chambarlaln draw attention to the.publication

of 8 map with the permission of the Duteh Governmént
in 1899, showing the Hew Ziver as the mein source

of the Courantyné, the Hew Hiver having been

discovered by Er. Farrington Erown in 1871. The

Secratary of State then sst forth His llzjesty's
Government's opinion as at "AM on page 11 of
aenclosure B to 14. In 1910, Lisutenant Kayesr of
the Royal Dutch Mavy discovered on the Eastern sids
of the Courantyns a third branch which hs callad

the Lucie River, the Futari thereafter forming the

central branch of the three. This river has since

iq13
been embodied in the 369 ani 1924 maps of British
Guiana. Mo furthsr represertations were made by

the Netherlands Sovernmen: in regard to the

attitude was disclosed in siatements made at ths
Hague and forwarded by His Veie 9sty's VNinister.
Tbe following extracts indicate the trand of opinion
in the listherlands in thess vears:-

"Moasisur de Sranf then turned to the

question of the boundery of the colony of Suripam

which is formed by ths Corentwne River and to the «'

doubtful point as to the extent to whlch the.

uppsr course of this river should be regarded as v::

being continued in the Curuni River of in the
e .

q“'._ e
sliogiptogy
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so-called New River. UYe admitted_thét‘tbis was

& problem which might give risa'fo=dif£éfénce‘of E
" opinion in eny future regulation of° thls

boundary '

Fxs La]ssty's Elnxster at the Hagua in forward1ng
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in 1924, conmmented as follows:-

7..... the latter vert of tho siptement

leeves the impression thet it is so drafts

a5 te evoid excluding the possidility of

-

should propsrly constitute the unpsr nortion

of the boundary instead of the Cutari-

Cururni.

a

be in direct opposition to the stziamert to

Shamber made by the hethsrlards

fereism Affairs in 1913."

e

(2
Y=
b
=}
e
w
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or tue Izioniss, in

b3
~15 siatement

-refarred %0 zbove, sejd:-

"is resards the boundsry line tetwesn
Surinem and British Suiana, <hare is no
doubt that aver since Surinam was resiored
to Lietharlands authority in 1916, tie
Sarentin bas alweys beac remarded
toundary river. That the left Sank forme

the toundary line and sthat the full wiqth

with ths islands
situezed in it tslong to Hetherlands
territory, has long found confirmetion in

ir 169¢ the arbitral award was -iven in

tetwear Eritish Suiana ard Tenszuaje.
tesiiss Iizing the boundar» berwsen thsse

tr¥o zouniries, the award desizrated ths

T

ALeg
u

dtari river es- the upper reaches of the

Jorsntin.

Tha Lztherlands Soverrment ihereunon

=]
>

ovinion the sward of the arbitral tribunal

could

e7iving the Dutch claim tuat the lew Ziver
>

Any revival of such z clzim would

the delimitation of ths beundary

otiiiad the British Government that :in its
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coxzld not in any way prejudice our rights to
rogerd the Hew Hiver as the boundary betwsen ths
i . r et .
: two Guispas.  The british Government replied to
; this that as a definite boundary had beec long ;
2ccepted in good fzith by both parties, they
did not feel able to enter into an argumsnt with
rezari to the true source of the Corsniir es =2
mztler which might affect lhe bounders tetween
. |
: the two couatries. :
; The succeedins Governments neve hzd no rsason
' for raverting to this jusstion.” —
B . B : I3 X
: In 1925 His Yaiesty's Vinister was of HI P
53"——
! orinion that the letherlands Jovernment h2d no 23}3
: sl
] . R . L. . . ) 3 8%
. intention ol raising the boundary guestion 2t ‘hat ii’p‘ g
i . gz .
; Page 16, " tine. In July, 13925, the nister Ior £s o .
i snclosure b . o . s
; te 1£. tihe Colonias made the follovi - 3
‘ T ... 93B[N
232199
disputs ma g E,fg; ‘
2 SR
cuse mey 22513 ,%
Lo 383 [5].
. morent, de fe ;gz 2]
) : roa >l
b1 avil B zasertion 228 13|
h F58 2::_-
. - g >
: si1luation « HEES 2
i ES
8538
i Eg )
: 83
i
\ on botk sides as tke rizht boundary, but to tase B

political cleims te i, on the existinz datz,

-ssens to me to be vrecluded fer the present.”

The gquestion 2ansars %o have died down

L A+ SheT
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rom that time until 2t present, when ths renoried

X discovery of oil in Surinam and in British 3uisna

in the vicinity of the Courantyme river, together

with the decision to demarcate the ¥ritish Suimpe -

Brazil boundary, led to proposels from the

Yetherlands Likister for a definite fixation ty

o 11
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troety of ths frontisr between British Juisna
anl Surinam.
: The vezed question of the trus source i

—_

tie Courantyne is svidently receiving a A J

good dsal of atisntion in the Netharlends st
the present time, see the enclosurs %o % hars-

ir, and t5 16 in 65073, which has gone ic :he

. 0.4.43. Ho raply has wvat been rscaives

pim. The british Guiena - Brezil Soundary
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Comrzission does no% appear to te concerrad with

ascertaininig the true source of the river

Courentyne.  3ut ! submit that

2y iszus is to ascertain His Yejesty's Joverrn-

fazt the true course or sgur

eaflot
I

Is given In the enclosed Tarma and

tyne river, and essuming taot

1 r27 be finally detsrmined uporn es

©oUrse or sourcs, 1s it the intertiy
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soverasent?  And in putiing this - i
i the Forsizn Oifice, I think we shou i
i this guestion for our pert in ths negucizs.
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