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shore whenever urn island is met is wholly impractiouble both

from navigation and demarcation points of view, &3 such &
channel would not be navigable and the polint at whisch the
boundary line would leave and rejoin the nthalweg" could not
be demaroated.

5. 17 the Tetheriands Government agresd to accept
the "thalweg" as tiie boundary and to oede the islands %o
the dest of it to British Sulena, its demarcation would

be a long and costly affair, as soundings would have te

be taken to loocate 1t and yermanent marks be sreated on cach

side of the channel where practicable - such ‘as between
either shore und an islend or between two islands - as the
thalweg which existed at the- time of demarcation would bLe
the boundary for all time (failinz anotner treaty) no
matter what changes ocourred in the position of the deepast
channel afterwards.

6. Ths Zourantyne is very wide in its lower reechzs
and has & good few islands, whilst in its middle and upper
reaches there are thousands of islands, The cost of 8
demaroation of the thalweg can therefore ve better imagined
than desoribed.

7. mhe islands in the river are valueless; but the
navigation rights are important. The simpler procedure
would therefore be to make exireme low water mark along
the British shore the boundary line and to seoure free
pavigation rights over the whole river beyond that zone for
British and Dutch nationals.

(Sgd.)  J. Mullin.
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