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Text of the motion adopted by the

States of Surinam on 7th October, 1965

The States of Surinam,
considering,

that the United Kingdom of Great Britain have the
intention of granting independence to British Guiana,

at any rate that negotiations to that end will be held
in the near future;

that it is customary that the boundaries of such
future independent territory be defined at the time of
the granting of independence;

T o

&

that the frontier between Surinam and British
Guiana is established as of old,

that the upper reaches of the Corentyne were
rightly renamed Upper-Corentyme ("Boven Corantijn") by
the Goveranment, by Territorial Decree of Sth Mey, 1965
(g.b. 1965, No. 45);

that the Government of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain have protested against this;

i
that the States, representing the entire people of

Surinam, are firmly convinced that the Government were
fully entitled to act as they did; i
that any possible fixation of the boundaries of X
British Guiana disregarding the sovereign rights of i
Surinam on its territory will be considered an unlawful E
act. \
DECIDE: i

to call upon the Government to do everything within

their power to prevent any tampering whatsoever with
the sovereign rights of the country and its territory, :
and proceed with the order of the day. E

’
&
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Explanatory Memorandum of the Government of Suriname dated July 1977 relating to
the Bill for the extension of the territorial sea of the Republic of Suriname and the
establishment of the contiguous economic zone.

Original in Dutch. Translation provided by Guyana.

MEMORANDUM OF EXPLANATION

The law of the sea has for years been governed by customary law. In 1958 a change came
when, under the auspices of the United Nations, four multilateral treaties were adopted, in
which the most important rules of international law concerning the law of the sea were
codified.

This pertained to the following four multilateral treaties, to which Suriname was a party,
as part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands:

1. Convention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone;

2. Convention on the High Seas;

3. Convention on Fishing and Conservation of the Living Resources of the High
Seas;

4. Convention on the continental Shelf.

In the Convention on the territorial sea and the contiguous zone the rules in connection
with the territorial sea in general were fixed, but no agreement could be reached on the
width of the territorial sea.

A second law of the sea conference which was held in 1960 under auspices of the United
Nations to decide on the width of the territorial sea failed as well.

The modem views with regards to the many possibilities of exploration an exploitation of
the sea, its bed and subsolil, resulted in a decision by the United Nations General
Assembly to convene a third international law of the sea conference.

In 1973 the first session of this third international law of the sea conference was held in
New York to discuss the procedure which was to be followed in decision-making.
Subsequently, in 1974 a second session was held in Caracas which was followed by a
third in Geneva in 1975.

The fourth and fifth sessions of the third law of the sea conference were held in New
York in 1976. In July 1977 the sixth session of this law of the sea conference was
adjourned until 1978.

Despite the months-long duration of this third law of the sea conference, no consensus
has been reached on the future law of the sea. However, on some important parts of this
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future law of the sea agreement could be reached by the majority of countries
participating in this third law of the sea conference.

Upon the basis of this agreement informal legal texts were drafted which reflect the
nucleus of the matters agreed upon.

The most important innovation concerns the establishment of an economic zone
bordering the territorial sea and extending to 200 nautical miles from the coast. In this
economic zone the coastal State will be able to exercise important sovereign rights.

Furthermore, the majority of States reached an agreement as to the width of the territorial
sea which will be 12 nautical miles.

The negotiations on the exploration and exploitation of the high seas proceeded very
difficultly and this delayed the completion of a consolidated treaty text in which the new
law of the sea were to be laid down.

Meanwhile, many States have adapted their legislation to conform to the general
agreement reached at the sessions of the law of the sea conference so far.

Apart from many South American and other developing countries, the United States, the
Soviet Union as well as the EEC — on behalf of her member States — have proclaimed an
economic or fishery zone.

This bill not only extends the territorial se of the Republic of Suriname, but also purports
to establish an economic zone adjoining the coast, as explained above.

The following explanation relates to Article 3:

The nil-metre depth line along the Suriname coast is shown on the hydrographical map
No. 2017 of April 1961. This map was republished in January 1971 in scale 1 : 750,000
and was officially recognized by the Surinamese Government. The nil-metre depth line
lies 18 decimetres under the middle level (normal Suriname level).

There where the rivers flow straight into the sea, the base line is a straight line in the
mouth of the river, situated between the nil-metre depth line of the shores.

The terminology of Articles 7 and 8, i.e. “by or in virtue of this law” means, licences
which will be given by the Government to eligible parties.

These licences must contain the conditions under which such a licence can be obtained.
In granting these licences the Government has to observe the stipulations of Article 5.

In connection with the Bill passed in Parliament providing for a New Penal Procedural
Code, the necessary amendments to the Penal Code will have to be made.
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In anticipation of such amendment, this law therefore enables the seizure of all catch and
equipment used in the breach of the law.

Paramaribo, July 1977

Minister of General and Foreign Affairs
Minister of Justice and Police

Minister of Agriculture, Cattle Breeding and Fishery.
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£ Vet van ...eeeennnn... .. _
boudende uitbreiding van P

de territoriale zee van de ’f
Republiek Suriname en de
. instelling van de daaraan
.grenzende economische zdne.

- ——— - —— 4t e e ot e S St O

MEMORIE VAN TOELICHTING

Het zeerecht is jarenlang beheerst door het internatio-
“naal gewoonterecht. Hierin kwam verandering toen in
1958 onder auspicieén van de Verenigde Naties 4 (vier)
multilaterale verdragen het licht zagen, waarin de
'belangrijkste regels van het volkenrecht met betrekking
tot het zeerecht gecodificeerd werden.,

Het betrof de volgende vier multilaterale verdragen,
waarbij Suriname als deel van het Koninkrijk der Neder_
landen partij was:

1. het verdrag inzake de territoriale zee en de
aansluitende 2zdne;

2, het verdrag inzake de volle zee;

3. het verdrag inzake de visserij en de levende
rijkdommen van de volle zee;

4, het verdrag inzake het continentaal plateau.

In het verdrag inzake de territoriale zee en de aan-
sluitende z6ne werden er wel regels vastgesteld over *

de territoriale zee in het algemeen, mesar over de -
breedte van deze zee kon er geen overcenstemming

bereikt worden.

Een tweede zeerechtconferentie die ondeér suspicien
ven de Verenigde Naties in 1960 werd gehouden ter

vaststelling van de breedte van de territoriale zee
had evenmin succes.,

De moderne inzichten over de vele mogelijkheden die de

exploratie en exploitatie van de zee, haar bedding '
. en bhaar ondergrond bieden, leidden ertoe dat de

hlgemene Vergadering van de Verenigde Naties besloot

om een derde zeerechtconferentie bijeen te roepen.

- In 197% werd.,.~
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In 1973 werd de cerste zitting ven deze derde zeerecht-
conferentie in New York gehouden ter bespreking van

de te volgen procedure bij de besluitvorming.

Daarna werd er in 1974 een tweede zitting gehouden in
Caracas die gevolgd werd door een derde zitting in
Genéve in 1975,

De vierde en vijfde zitting van de derde zeerechtcon-
ferentie werden in 1976 in New York gehouden. In juli
1977 werd de zesde zitting van deze zeerechtconferentie
verdaagd tot 1978. '

Ondanks de maandenlange zittingen van deze derde zee-
rechtconferentie is men er niet in geslasgd om een
consensus te bereiken over het zeerecht van de toekomst,

Wel is er over enkele belangri jke onderdelen van d4it
toekomstige zeerecht overeenstemming bereikt onder de
grote meerderheid van landen die in deze derde zee-
rechtconferentie participeerden.

Op grond van deze overeenstemming werden er informele
‘wetsteksten opgesteld die de neerslag vormen van

detgene waarover de participanten het in grote 1lijnen
€ens waren.

De belangrijkste inmnovatie betreft de instelling van een
economische z8ne grenzende aan de territoriale zee en
strekkende tot 200 nautische mijl uit de kust, In deze

economische zdne zal de kuststaat, belangrijke souvereine
rechten kunnen uitoefenen.

Voorts werd er door de grote meerderheid van Staten
overcenstemming bereikt over de breedte van de terri-
toriale zee, die 12 nautische mijl-zal bedragen,

De onderhandelingen over de exploratie en exploitatie
van de volle zee verlopen zeer moeizaaw, hetgeen vertra-
gend werkt op de totstandkoming van €en geconsolideerde

verdragste¥st, waarin het nieuwe zeerecht zal worden
neergelegd,

Inmiddels hebben vele Staten hun wetgeving in overeen-
stemming gebracht met datgene waarover er in grote liinen

overeenstemming bereikt werd op de zittingen van de Aerde
2eerechtconferentie.

Naast de vele Zuidameriksanse en =ndere ontwikWl-elings-~
landen hebben ook de Verenigde Staten, de 3ovjet Unie

alsmede de EEG voor haar 1id Staten een economische- of
visserijzéne afgekondigd,

~ Het voorliggend...-
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Het voorliggend wetsontwerp breidt niet alleen de
territoriale zee van de Republiek Suriname uit, maar
strekt ook tot het creéren van een economische zéne -
voor de Surineamse ust, zoals bierhoven is omschreven.

‘Ten aanzien van artikel 3 moge de volgende toelichting
dienen,

De nul-meter dieptelijk lange de Surinsamse kust is aan-
gegeven op de hydrografische kaart No. 2017 van anril
1961. Deze kaart is in januari 1971 heruitgegeven in de
schaal 1 : 750.000 en officieel dcor de Surinaamse
Regering erkend. De nul-meter dieptelijk ligt 18 dw onder
de middenstend (Normaal Surinsamse Feil).

Ter plaatse waar de rivieren rechtstreeks in zee stromen
is de basislijm een rechtelijn in de monding van de rivier,
gelegen tussen de nul-meter dieptelijm van de oevers,

Met de in artikelen 7 en 8 gebezigde terminologie t.w,

"bij of krachtens deze wet" wordt bedoeld, de vergunningen
die zullen worden verleend door de Overheid aan daarvoor

in aanmerking komende gegadigden.

De vergunningen dienen de voorwaarden in te houden die

in acht moeten worden genomen, voor de verkrijging hiervan.
De Overheid is bij het verlenen van vergunningen gebonden
aan het bepaalde in artikel 5.

In verband met het door het Farlement sangenomen ontwerp
met betrekking tot de invoering van een nieuw Wetboek van
Strafvordering en de inwerkingtreden daarvan, zullen
noodzakelijke wijzigingen c¢.g. aanvullingen in het iétooek
ven 3trafrecht dienen te worden aangebracht, -
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Anticiperend op de aan te brengen wijzigingen c.n.
aanvullingen werd gemeend in deze wet de mogelijkheid

‘te moeten creéren, om ook bij overtredingen verbeurd-
verklaring mogelijk te ma»en van de vengst en van de
voorwerpen wearmee het strafbare feit heeft plaats gehad.

Paramaribvo, Juli 1977
De Minister van Algemene-

en Buitenlendse Zaken,

De Minister van Justitie
en Politie,

De iinister van Landibouw,
Veeteelt en Viseerij,

National Legislation
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Law concerning the extension of the Territorial Sea
and the establishment of a Contiguous Economic Zone of 14 April 1978

Article t
The sovereignty of the Republic of Suriname extends beyond the ]and territory and the internal waters to:
(a) A beltof sea adjacent to its coast and described as the territorial sea;
(b) The airspace above the territorial sea; and
(c) The seabed and the subsoil of the territorial sea.
The Republic of Suriname exercises this sovereignty with due observance of the rules of international law.
Article 2

The outer limit of the territorial sea is determined by a line, each point of which is situated at a distance of 12
nautical miles from the nearest point on the line of the low-water mark along the shore, the so-called baseline.

Article 3

The belt of sea adjacent to and extending from the outer limit of the territorial sea of the Republic of Suriname
to a distance of 200 nautical miles, measured from the line of the low-water mark as defined in articl 2 of this law, is
considered the economic zone.

Article 4

i. In the economic zone the Republic of Suriname has sovereign rights concerning the exploration, exploitation,
conservation and management of natural resources, living as well as non-living, on the seabed and in the subsoil and
the superjacent waters.

2. Without prejudice to the above it can be decreed that the provisions of this law and the instructions based
thereon shall also apply to:

(a) To erect and use artificial islands, installations and similar structures;

(b) To protect the sea environment; this includes taking measures against pollution:

(c) To conduct scientific research and experiments;

(d) To extract energy from water currents and winds;

(¢) To engage in other activities aimed at the economic exploration and exploitation of this zone.
Article 5

In the economic zone described above, all nations, with due observance of the international law, enjoy:

National legislation - DOALOS/OLA - United Nations & ]
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1. Freedom of navigation;

2. Freedom of overflight;

3. Freedom to lay submarine cables and pipelines;

4. Freedom to exercise internationally recognized rights in connection with navigation and communication.
Article 6

1. No one is allowed, without a licence previously issued by Government decree, to engage in activities in the
economic zone which constitute an infringement of the rights stated in Article 4.

2. General conditions which a license holder will have to meet may be laid down by Government decree.
Moreover, when a license is granted, special conditions may be made in it or obligations attached to it.

3. A license may be revoked at alltimes on account of activities which violate one or more conditions or
obligations under which it was granted and, furthermore, at the exclusive discretion of the appropriate authority, on
the ground of reasons which derive from the public interest or if the natjonal interest may so require. A similar
decision will mention the grounds on which it is based. In special cases this may be omitted.

Article 7

1. Intentional violation of the provisions stated in or resulting from this law will be punishable with a prison term
of maximum six years and a fine of maximum five hundred thousand guilders.

2. In the case of a prison sentence, the judge may impose a fine as well.
Article 8

1. Non-intentional violation of the provisions stated in or resulting from this law will be punishable with a jail
term of maximum one year or a fine of maximum one hundred thousand guilders.

2. In the case of a jail sentence the judge may impose a fine as well.
Article 9

A person who does not fulfill one or more conditions attached to the licence, as stated in Article 6, or who
does not do so on time or in full, or a person who acts in violation of such conditions, will be punished with a fine of
maximum one hundred thousand guilders.

Article 10

The acts made punishable in Article 7 will be considered as criminal offences and those made punishable in
Articles 8 and 9 as misdemeanors.

Article 11

The objects used 10 commit offences as described in Articles 7, 8 and 9, as well as goods obtained from the
offence, may be confiscated.

[l\!a(ional legistation - DOALOS/OLA - United Nations @& ]
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Article 12

1. ifthe offender is unknown or has died before the start of the prosecution, the confiscation may be decided
upon by judicial decree, at the request of the public prosecutor.

2. The decree will be made public by the Registrar in the Advertentieblad of the Republic of Suriname and/or in
one orf more newspapers to be chosen by the judge.

3. The decree will take effect, except if a party concerned files a petition with the Registrar within two maonths
after publication and if it appears in the course of further investigation that no offence was committed regarding the
malter in question,

4. During fourteen days the Attorney General has the right to appeal decrees issued in accordance with paragraph
I, 1o the court. The same applies to decrees issued on account of paragraph 3, resulting from a petition.

Article 13

If one of the acts made punishable in Article s7, 8 and 9 is committed by or through a group or corporation,
criminal prosecution will be instituted and the sentence pronounced against the one who ordered the perpetration of
the act or who was the actual leader of the unlawful activity or neglect.

Article 14

1. The public prosecutor has the authority, in the case of acts made punishable by Articles 7, 8 and 9, to lay down
_conditions the voluntary fulfiliment of which will concel the right to prosecution.

2. The legal provisions which apply in this matter to misdemeanors, will be applicable in a similar fashion to
criminal offences as described in Article 7.

Article 15

1. With the investigation of acts made punishable by this law are charged, besides persons assigned by Article 8
of the Penal Code, persons belonging to the armed forces of Suriname and/or other persons, especially assigned by
the Minister of Justice and Police.

2. The investigatiors are at all times authorized to confiscate, or claim for confiscation, all objects which may
lead to the discovery of the truth or of which the confiscation or destruction, total or partial, may be ordered.

Article 16

1. If the goods confiscated on the ground of Article 15 contain perishables, the Attorney General may grant
permission for the sale of these goods or merchandise.

2. ‘The sale will be conducted in public by the investigatiors, and according to local custom.
3. Proceeds from the sale of goods or merchandise as mentioned above may be confiscated.
Article 17

If the matters dealt with in this law require amending for the sake of its proper execution, a Government
Decree may be issued to that effect.
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Article 18
This Law will take effect on the day following the day of its proclamation.
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