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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

I n r e s o l u t i o n  83З ( I X ) , paragraph  2 ( a ) , the General Assembly requested 

the Secretary-General t o prepare a concise a n n o t a t i o n o f the t e x t o f the d r a f t 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l covenants on human r i g h t s . The present document has Ъееп prepared 
pursuant t o t h i s r e s o l u t i o n . 

I t i s d i v i d e d i n t o t e n chapters. Chapter I gives an o u t l i n e o f the 

h i s t o r y of the d r a f t covenants and Chapter I I i n d i c a t e s b r i e f l y c e r t a i n general 

problems r e l a t i n g t o the d r a f t covenants. The preambles, the a r t i c l e on the 

r i g h t o f peoples and na t i o n s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and the a r t i c l e s on general 

p r o v i s i o n s , which are e i t h e r i d e n t i c a l or v e r y s i m i l a r i n both d r a f t covenants, 

are d e a l t w i t h i n Chapters I I I , IV, and V r e s p e c t i v e l y . Chapters V I and V I I 

cover t h e a r t i c l e s on c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s and the measures o f imple mentatioi 

f o r such r i g h t s . Chapters V I I I and IX cover the a r t i c l e s on economic, s o c i a l 

and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s and the measures o f implementation f o r such r i g h t s . The 

f i n a l clauses, which are common t o bo t h d r a f t covenants, are d e a l t w i t h i n 

Chapter X. 

An attempt has been made t o present a n a l y t i c a l summaries of the debates 

on a l l the a r t i c l e s , s e t t i n g out the main p o i n t s o f substance and important 

questions of d r a f t i n g which have been r a i s e d . These summaries are condensed 

' and g e n e r a l i z ed statements and do not n e c e s s a r i l y r e f l e c t i n every d e t a i l the 

views expressed by p a r t i c u l a r governments. A t the end o f each summary, -

r e l e v a n t documents are l i s t e d .  1 



! . J 

J 

A/2929 
E n g l i s h 
Page 5 

TABLE OF CONTENTS—^ 

Page 

x p l a n a t o r y Note 2 

'able of Contents 3 

abbreviations • +̂ 

Jhapter I An o u t l i n e o f the h i s t o r y o f the d r a f t covenants 5 

Chapter I I General problems r e l a t i n g t o the d r a f t covenants 21 

:hapter I I I The preambles of both d r a f t covenants 32 

Chapter IV The r i g h t o f peoples and nations t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
( P a r t I , , a r t i c l e 1, o f both d r a f t covenants) 38 

Chapter V General p r o v i s i o n s ( P a r t I I , a r t i c l e s 2-5, of both 
d r a f t covenants) ^6 

Chapter V I C i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s ( P a r t I I I , a r t i c l e s 6-26, o f 
the d r a f t covenants on c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s ) .... 79 

Chapter V I I Measures o f implementation: c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l 
r i g h t s ( P a r t IV, a r t i c l e s 27-^8, and p a r t V, 
a r t i c l e s ^9-50, of the d r a f t covenant on c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s ) 195 

Chapter V I I I Economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s ( P a r t I I I , 
a r t i c l e s 6-l6, o f the d r a f t covenant on economic, 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s ) 299 

Chapter IX Measures o f implementation: economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l r i g h t s ( P a r t IV, a r t i c l e s 17-25> o f the 
d r a f t covenant on economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s ) 333 

Chapter X F i n a l clauses ( P a r t V I , a r t i c l e s ¡?l-5*b o f the d r a f t 
covenant on c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , and p a r t V, 
a r t i c l e s 26-29 o f the d r a f t covenant on economic, 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s )  З63 

l / A d e t a i l e d t a b l e of contents i s given a t the beginning of each 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES AND NATIONS TO SELF-DETERMINATION 

Part I , A r t i c l e 1, o f both d r a f t covenants 

Table o f Contents 

Paragraphs 

P o l i t i c a l p r i n c i p l e or l e g a l r i g h t 2 - 5 

Charter p r o v i s i o n s 6 - 7 

A l l peoples and a l l nations « 8 - 1 0 

Meaning o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 11 - 15 

O b l i g a t i o n s o f a l l States l6 - 18 

Permanent sovereignty over n a t u r a l wealth and resources 19 - 21 

The problem o f m i n o r i t i e s 22 

1. A l l peoples and a l l nations s h a l l have the r i g h t o f 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , namely, the r i g h t f r e e l y t o determine t h e i r 
p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l s t a t u s . 

2. A l l S t a t e s, i n c l u d i n g those having r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of non-self-governing and t r u s t t e r r i t o r i e s and 
those c o n t r o l l i n g i n whatsoever manner the exercise o f t h a t 
r i g h t by another people, s h a l l promote the r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h a t 
r i g h t i n a l l t h e i r t e r r i t o r i e s , and s h a l l respect the maintenance 
of t h a t r i g h t i n other S t a t e s , i n conformity w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s 
of the United Nations Charter. 

3. The r i g h t o f peoples t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n s h a l l also include 
permanent sovereignty over t h e i r n a t u r a l w e a l t h and resources. 
I n no case may a people be deprived o f i t s own means o f subsistence 
on the grounds of any r i g h t s t h a t may be claimed by other States. 

1. By r e s o l u t i o n 5̂ 5 ( V l ) the General Assembly decided t h a t the covenant or 

covenants on human r i g h t s should include an a r t i c l e on the r i g h t o f a l l peoples 

and nation s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I t f u r t h e r s t i p u l a t e d t h a t the a r t i c l e 
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" s h a l l he d r a f t e d i n the f o l l o w i n g terms: ' A l l peoples s h a l l have the 
r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ' , and s h a l l s t i p u l a t e t h a t a l l S t a t e s , 
i n c l u d i n g those having r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f non-
s e l f -governing t e r r i t o r i e s , should promote the r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h a t 
r i g h t , i n conformity w i t h the purposes and p r i n c i p l e s o f the United Nations 
and t h a t States having r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f non-self-
governing t e r r i t o r i e s should promote the r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h a t r i g h t i n 
r e l a t i o n t o the peoples of such t e r r i t o r i e s " . 

P o l i t i c a l p r i n c i p l e or l e g a l r i g h t — ^ 

2. - During the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of an a r t i c l e on s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , a p r e l i m i n a r y 

question was r a i s e d whether " s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " was a p o l i t i c a l p r i n c i p l e or a 

l e g a l r i g h t . I f i t were a r i g h t , i t might be an appropriat e subject o f an 

a r t i c l e i n the covenants on human r i g h t s ; i f n o t , i t should have no place i n 

such l e g a l instruments. 

3. One school o f thought maintained t h a t s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a p o l i t i c a l 

p r i n c i p l e o f the highest importance, but not a r i g h t i n the s t r i c t l e g a l sense, 

not a human r i g h t or an i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t . A r t i c l e s  1 and  55 o f the Charter, i t 

was pointe d o u t , spoke of the " p r i n c i p l e " , not of the " r i g h t " , o f s e l f -

d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I t was argued t h a t " s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " was a nebulous term; 

t h a t i f i t were t o denote a r i g h t t h a t term should be def i n e d as p r e c i s e l y as 

possible i n order t h a t there might be no misunderstanding of i t s substance or 

content. As commonly used, the expression "the r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " 

meant d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s t o d i f f e r e n t persons: i t might mean the r i g h t t o 

" l o c a l autonomy", t o "self-government", t o "secession or a s s o c i a t i o n " , t o 

"independent and sovereign statehood". Furthermore, the concepts of a "people" 

and a " n a t i o n " were also extremely vague. There were no s c i e n t i f i c d e f i n i t i o n s 

of such terms. I t was asked: Was a " m i n o r i t y " t o be considered as a "people"? 

Were the " i n h a b i t a n t s " o f a non-self-governing or t r u s t t e r r i t o r y n e c e s s a r i l y a 

1/ GA ( V I ) ,  3rd Com.,  361st,  363rd,  366th,  371st mtgs.; E/CN.4/SR.252­258; 
GA ( I X ) ,  3rd Com., 562nd­573rd and 575th­580th mtgs. For proposals 
submitted d u r i n g the f i r s t reading o f the d r a f t covenants a t the 
n i n t h session of the General Assembly, see А/СЗ / ьЛ 1 2 and ^27. 
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"nation"? U n t i l such concepts were agreed upon, i t would he premature t o w r i t e 

i n t o an i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l instrument an a r t i c l e on the " r i g h t " o f "peoples" and 

"nat i o n s " t o " s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " . 

k. Another school o f thought maintained t h a t s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a " r i g h t " 

as w e l l as a " p r i n c i p l e " , and was indeed the most fundamental of a l l human r i g h t s . 

I t was s t a t e d t h a t , as a r i g h t , s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a c o l l e c t i v e r i g h t 

a p p e r t a i n i n g t o a l l peoples and a l l n a t i o n s , and t h a t , denied t h a t r i g h t no 

peoples or nations were f r e e , l e t alone i n d i v i d u a l members t h e r e o f . I t was 

e s s e n t i a l t h e r e f o r e t h a t the r i g h t o f peoples and nations t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

should be w r i t t e n i n t o the covenants on human r i g h t s , as t h a t r i g h t was a 

p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the enjoyment o f a l l the r i g h t s and freedoms of the i n d i v i d u a l . 

Admittedly i t was d i f f i c u l t t o de f i n e a "people" or " n a t i o n " , b ut i t was 

questioned whether i t would ever be poss i b l e t o a r r i v e a t a d e f i n i t i o n o f any such 

term t h a t would be u n i v e r s a l l y a p p l i c a b l e and acceptable. The General Assembly, 

the highest organ i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, had already recognized the r i g h t of 

peoples and nations t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ; the next step was t o formulate an 

approp r i a t e a r t i c l e by which States would undertake a solemn o b l i g a t i o n t o 

promote and respect t h a t r i g h t . 

5. A t h i r d t r e n d o f thought was t h a t s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n could be the subject 

o f a s p e c i a l d e c l a r a t i o n or a separate covenant, depending upon whether i t was t o 

be considered as a p r i n c i p l e or a r i g h t . The two covenants under p r e p a r a t i o n would 

then be confined t o c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s and economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 

r i g h t s r e s p e c t i v e l y , and would thus be less c o n t r o v e r s i a l and more g e n e r a l l y 

acceptable. Another suggestion was t h a t the p r i n c i p l e or the r i g h t o f s e l f -

d e t e r m i n a t i o n might be the subject o f a clause i n the preamble t o each covenant; 

t h i s would s i g n i f y the o v e r - a l l importance of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n w i t h o u t c r e a t i n g 

any p o s s i b l e l e g a l u n c e r t a i n t y as t o i t s precise meaning. 

2/ 
Charter p r o v i s i o n s — ' 

6. Comments were made i n respect of A r t i c l e s  1 and 55 o f the Charter on the one 

hand and A r t i c l e s  73(h) and Тб(ъ) on the ot h e r . I t was suggested t h a t there was 

| 7 GÂTVI), 3rd Com., 370th, 397th mtgs; 
E/CNA/SR.252, 253, 2^k; 
E/CNA/649, 662; 
GA ( I X ) , 3rd Com., 569th-570th mtgs. 
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a d i s t i n c t i o n between-the p r i n c i p l e o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of peoples as r e f e r r e d 

t o i n A r t i c l e s 1 and 55 £&cl the reference t o "self-government" or "independence" 

i n A r t i c l e s 73(b) and 76(b). The p r i n c i p l e of- s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , i t was s a i d , 

r e f e r r e d t o sovereign S t a t e s , and according t o A r t i c l e s 1 and 55, the r e l a t i o n s 

between such States should be based upon "respect f o r the p r i n c i p l e o f equal 

r i g h t s and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of peoples". Under A r t i c l e s 73(b) the me t r o p o l i t a n 

powers should endeavour t o "develop self-government" i n non-self-governing 

t e r r i t o r i e s , and under A r t i c l e 76(b) the a d m i n i s t e r i n g a u t h o r i t i e s should promote 

the development o f the i n h a b i t a n t s o f t r u s t t e r r i t o r i e s toward "self-government 

or independence", ( i t was noted t h a t the term "independence" was del i b e r a t e l y-

omitted from A r t i c l e 7 3(b)). The expression " s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " i n 

A r t i c l e s 1 and 55 should not t h e r e f o r e be l o o s e l y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the expressions 

"self-government" i n A r t i c l e 73(h) and "self-government or independence" i n 

A r t i c l e 7 6(b). 

7. On the other hand i t was thought t h a t , w h i l e there was a d i f f e r e n c e i n 

wording and i n context, the p r i n c i p l e o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and the r i g h t t o 

self-government or independence were not d i f f e r e n t i n essence. The United Nations 

could not promote the p r i n c i p l e o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f peoples i n accordance 

w i t h A r t i c l e s 1 and 55 w i t h o u t promoting the r i g h t o f the peoples o f non-self-

governing and t r u s t t e r r i t o r i e s t o self-government or independence i n accordance 

w i t h A r t i c l e s 73(h) and 7 6(b), or v i c e versa. I t would be an absurd i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

t h a t under the Charter the peoples o f non-self-governing and t r u s t t e r r i t o r i e s 

should have the r i g h t t o self-government or independence, b u t not the r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a u n i v e r s a l r i g h t ; I t 

was a r i g h t o f a l l peoples and a l l n a t i o n s . 

3/ 
A l l peoples and a l l nations—' 

8. The f i r s t clause i n paragraph 1 of the a r t i c l e read: " A l l peoples and a l l 

nations s h a l l have the r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " . The clause a f f i r m e d the 

p r i n c i p l e t h a t the r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was u n i v e r s a l . 

57 GA ( V I ) , 3rd Com., 397th mtg.; 
E/CN.U/SR.252-258; 
Е/СЫЛ/Ь.21,  23,  27. 
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9. The word "peoples" was understood t o mean peoples i n a l l countrie s and 

t e r r i t o r i e s , whether independent, t r u s t or non-self-governing. Suggestions were 

made t o the e f f e c t t h a t "peoples" should apply t o "l a r g e compact n a t i o n a l groups," 

t o " e t h n i c , r e l i g i o u s o r l i n g u i s t i c m i n o r i t i e s , " t o " r a c i a l u n i t s i n h a b i t i n g 

w e l l - d e f i n e d t e r r i t o r i e s , " e t c . I t was thought, however, t h a t the term "peoples" 

should be understood i n i t s most general sense and t h a t no d e f i n i t i o n was 

necessary. Furthermore, the r i g h t o f m i n o r i t i e s was a separate problem of great 

complexity. 

10. The t e x t o f the clause, as i t appeared i n General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 

5̂ -5 ( V I ) , read: " A l l peoples s h a l l have the r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . " The 

words " a l l n a t i o n s " were added i n order t o emphasize the u n i v e r s a l character of 

the r i g h t . There were nations which were e r s t w h i l e sovereign but were no longer 

masters o f t h e i r own d e s t i n i e s ; and n a t i o n s , now independent, which might lose 

t h e i r r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

Meaning o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n — ' 

11. The r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was def i n e d i n paragraph 1 of the a r t i c l e 

as the r i g h t o f a l l peoples and nations " f r e e l y t o determine t h e i r p o l i t i c a l , 

economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l s t a t u s " . 

12. This d e f i n i t i o n , i t was s a i d , was a very comprehensive conception o f the 

r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Every people or n a t i o n should be f r e e t o e s t a b l i s h 

i t s own p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , t o develop i t s own economic resources, and t o 

d i r e c t i t s own s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l e v o l u t i o n , w i t h o u t the i n t e r f e r e n c e of other 

peoples or n a t i o n s . 

13. Against t h i s proposal, i t was s a i d , t h a t the d e f i n i t i o n was too broad i n t h a t 

i t might sanction the burning o f f o r e i g n books and the c o n f i s c a t i o n o f f o r e i g n 

investments. Furthermore, the d e f i n i t i o n was not s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y or s e l f -

s u f f i c i e n t , and the meaning of the word " s t a t u s " was f a r from being c l e a r . 

lk. A suggestion was made t h a t the r i g h t o f a people or n a t i o n t o determine i t s 

" p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s " should be w r i t t e n i n the a r t i c l e t o be included i n the covenant 

on c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , and t h a t the r i g h t t o determine i t s "economic, 

57 E/CN-.Í+/SR. 252-258; 
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s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l s t a t u s " i n the a r t i c l e t o he included i n the covenant on 

economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . However, t h i s suggestion was thought t o he 

based upon an a r t i f i c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n between p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s and economic, 

s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l s t a t u s . Every people or n a t i o n was or should be an i n t e g r a t e d 

e n t i t y . A people or n a t i o n t h a t could not f r e e l y determine i t s p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s 

could h a r d l y determine i t s economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l s t atus and vi c e versa. 

15. Suggestions were made which would i n d i c a t e the substance o f the r i g h t 

of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n a concrete form. For instance, the r i g h t o f s e l f -

d e t e r mination should include the r i g h t o f every people or n a t i o n " t o e s t a b l i s h an 

independent S t a t e " , t o "choose i t s own form o f government", t o "secede from or 

u n i t e w i t h another people or n a t i o n , " e t c . These suggestions were not adopted, 

f o r i t was thought t h a t any enumeration o f the components of the r i g h t o f s e l f -

d e t e r mination was l i k e l y t o be incomplete. A statement o f the r i g h t i n an 

ab s t r a c t form, as i n the f i r s t paragraph o f the a r t i c l e , was thought t o be 

p r e f e r a b l e . 

O b l i g a t i o n s of a l l S t ates—^ 

16. Under paragraph 2 o f the a r t i c l e , a l l States should undertake two o b l i g a t i o n s : 

" t o promote the r e a l i z a t i o n of t h a t r i g h t /of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n / i n a l l t h e i r 

t e r r i t o r i e s , " and t o "respect the maintenance of t h a t r i g h t i n other States." 

17. I t was proposed o r i g i n a l l y t h a t t h i s paragraph should set f o r t h the 

o b l i g a t i o n o f States, which were responsible f o r the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f non-self-

governing and t r u s t t e r r i t o r i e s , t o promote the r e a l i z a t i o n o f the r i g h t o f s e l f -

d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The proposal was amended t o include a l l S t a t e s , whether or not 

they administered any non-self-governing or t r u s t t e r r i t o r i e s . 

18. I t was ge n e r a l l y agreed t h a t a l l States should "promote" and "respect" the 

r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and t h a t they should do so " i n conformity w i t h the 

p r o v i s i o n s o f the United Nations Charter." There were two q u a l i f y i n g clauses which 

were not adopted: t h a t the States should promote the r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

" i n accordance w i t h c o n s t i t u t i o n a l processes" and " w i t h proper regard f o r the 

r i g h t s o f other States and peoples." While the clause " i n accordance w i t h 

57 Ë7CN.VSR.252-258; 
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c o n s t i t u t i o n a l processes" was intended t o mean t h a t the r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

should be promoted "by l e g a l and peaceful means," i t might become an insurmountable 

obstacle t o the r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h a t r i g h t i f i t meant, f o r instance, t h a t , before 

the r i g h t was granted t o a non-self-governing or t r u s t t e r r i t o r y , the c o n s t i t u t i o n 

o f the m e t r o p o l i t a n power had t o be amended. The clause " w i t h proper regard 

f o r the r i g h t s o f other States and peoples" was opposed on the grounds t h a t i t 

p e r m i t t e d the exercise o f a basic r i g h t on the c o n d i t i o n t h a t a l l the r i g h t s o f 

other States and peoples - and p o s s i b l y secondary or acquired r i g h t s - were not 

i n j u r e d thereby. 

Permanent sovereignty over n a t u r a l wealth and resources—^ 

19- The t h i r d paragraph read: "The r i g h t o f peoples t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n s h a l l 

also include permanent sovereignty over t h e i r n a t u r a l wealth and resources. I n no 

case may a people be deprived o f i t s own means o f subsistence on the grounds o f 

any r i g h t s t h a t may be claimed by other States." 

20. Against t h i s t e x t i t was suggested t h a t "permanent sovereignty" was not a 

tenable concept as any State could v o l u n t a r i l y l i m i t i t s own sovereignty a t any 

time. Furthermore, the p r o p o s i t i o n was considered dangerous i n t h a t i t would 

sanction unwarranted e x p r o p r i a t i o n or c o n f i s c a t i o n o f f o r e i g n p r o p e r ty and would 

subject i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreements and arrangements t o u n i l a t e r a l r e n u n c i a t i o n . 

21. On the other hand, i t was s t a t e d t h a t the r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

c e r t a i n l y included the simple and elementary p r i n c i p l e t h a t a n a t i o n o r people 

should be master o f i t s own n a t u r a l wealth or resources. The proposal, i t was 

emphasized, was not intended t o f r i g h t e n o f f f o r e i g n investment by a t h r e a t of 

e x p r o p r i a t i o n or c o n f i s c a t i o n ; i t was intended r a t h e r t o warn against such 

f o r e i g n e x p l o i t a t i o n as might r e s u l t i n d e p r i v i n g the l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n of i t s own 

means of subsistence. 

6/ E/CN.tySR.256, 257; 
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The problem o f m i n o r i t i e s — 

22. A proposal was made t h a t "the State s h a l l ensure t o n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s the 

r i g h t t o use the n a t i v e tongue and t o have the n a t i o n a l schools, l i b r a r i e s , 

museums and other c u l t u r a l and educationa l i n s t i t u t i o n s . " This was not adopted. 

One view was t h a t such a proposal would r e t a r d the process of a s s i m i l a t i o n of 

immigrants t o a new country and prevent the f o r m a t i o n of a homogeneous s o c i e t y . 

Another view was t h a t i t might encourage s e p a r a t i s t or i r r e d e n t i s t movements and 

might b r i n g about a m u l t i p l i c a t i o n o f b a r r i e r s and f r o n t i e r s , ( i t may be noted 

t h a t the r i g h t s of m i n o r i t i e s are d e a l t w i t h i n a r t i c l e  25 of the d r a f t covenant 

on c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s ) . 
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Alfred J.E. Orian, Assistant Entomologist, Department of Agriculture, Mauritius, Report on a visit to 
Diego Garcia, 9-14 October 1958 
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with tlle attempts of the colonialists,'./ip regain their
lost positions, as is graphically shownny recenteventa
in the Congo, which have been the subject of heated
discussion in the' Ge1£;leral AssemblyQ

1. There are still many count:r:ies in ,:!siap Africa,
Latin America and Ocean1a that are languishingunder IJ

the yoke, of toreignusurpers. It would be a delusion
to consider the struggle agaillste}he colonialiste as

One has only to jlaJrice at a map of the wO.rld.
to see scattered upon ..l!ke so many birth-marks of
the past, the remains)/of the ruined colonial empires
where the colonialistjj 13tillsucceed in keeping tens
of'millions of slavery. There, colonial wars (/"
contin"U.e to tak,'e, .tQ,e,'ir bloody t",OllrJ H,UUdredS and thou- {\

pr tbe ,freledom, of their \, \
peoPle,,'s" a,re, le.ont:IneU;,lll prlsons,and. c,oncent,ration
camps there.! Aa ;,a re/3iultofthe plundering carried "'lI!'
out by, in it is therai
that are to be found, by side, the 1?8

of living, the highest'
rate, tne lowest expectancy of lifl9 and the;; \\

am?ng!hepopulation,. Repulsive
rl:l,clal dlscrlmmatlOn, Insults and the '
dignity of ID,l:l,n, is practised there in its 'Worst
8. Can the United Nationsa'nd its Member States

in' this? Who but we speak out for
complete and prompt of colonialism

in'" all its forms and manifestations and thUG tdlfU
the task entrusted to us of reaffirming faith in, humOOl
rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person
and in the equality of rights of all nations great and ..
small?

,

9. On September 1960 [869thmeeting), tile Chair-
man of the delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, Nikita Sergeevitch Chairman
of. the Council of Ministers 01. thelrSSR, expressing
the will of millions of Soviet people, sub;l'nitted a
. Declaration on the granting of independence to colonial
countries and peoples [A/4502 and Corr.l] for con-
sideration by the United Nations General Assembly at
itsfifteei{tb session.
(The speaker then read the text of dooument A/4502

and Corr.l.JIJ .
. 10. "',Ihe extreme importance
ting the peoples and countries still und>Jr
colonial domination s&"luld be obvious to all. The,time

"has come to make an colonialism and free
kind f:om this Shameful of the past.
11. to this been made at this
session of the General ASsembly by Prime&linieter
Nehru of India [880th meeting], President Nasser of
the 'United Arab ,Republic [873rd meeting], l?,resident
Sukarno of the Republic of Indonesia [880th meeting].
President Nkrumah of Ghana f869th meeting), Prime

r::=\
i\

!J See Official Records of the Generaf Assembly. Fifteenth Session.
Annexes" agenda item 87. '-3'

,981.
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President: Mr. Frederick'H.BOLAND(lreland).

Agenda item 87:,
Declaration oil the granting of independence to
colonial countries and peoples • •• • • • • • •

pet'.lion on Ihe groo'i"g 01 independ... to"
• countries and peoples

1. Mr. ZORIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
(translated from. Russian): We, the representatives of
a1lb.ost one hundred States of the world, havegathered
here to considera.ud take an historic decision ona,
question of vital importance for the whole world, the
question of the final and complete liquidation of the
colonial system and the liberation of all colonial
countries and
2. Our descendants, when studying the developmentof '
hu:mansociety, will have every justificationfor Gallingthe middle of' the 'twentieth century, after the great
October, Socialist Revolution, a significant epoch of
construction of a new world, a world of freedoDland
independen.ce of peoples.
3. The dest1'llction of the most shameful phenomenon
in the life of mankind, colonialism, has become the
sign of our times. During the lifetime of our genera-
tion the colonial system has suffered crushing blows.
Since the Second World War, India, Indonesia,
Ceylon, Cambodia, the United Arab Republic,l't',aq,
Morocco, Tunisia, Ghana, Guinea and many
countries have thrown off the domination of the co-
lonialists.. In 1960 alone, seventeen new States have
burst their colonial bonds and gained independence.
Now 1,500 million people, but lately languishing in
cplonial bondage, are following the path of national
regeneration.
4. The liberation struggle has changed the entire face
of mqpern Asia. Tremendous, indeedhistor!.c, changes
have taken and are still place on the African
continent. Profound processes of national liberation
are going on in the countries of LatinAmerica, whose
peoples are rising with ever-increasing resolution
to fight imperialism. Close athandnow is the complete
collapse of the'whole colonial system of impf-.>rialism,
foreseen by, the best minds of mankind and predicted
bY,the great Vladimir nyich Lenin.
.5•. But colonialism is not yet dead. Not all States and
peoples by any means ha";e liberated themselves from
colonial oppression and enslavement..
6. Even those which have become independent are
far' from having done away with colonial domination,

- 981
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12. Speaking in <"this chamber on 12 October 1960
[902nd meetingl( Mr. Kh:roshchev, Chairman of the
Council of Ministers of t.lJ.e USSR, emphasized that the
General Assembly should be fully aware thatunless the
most urgent measures are taken colonialism is capable
of inflicting much more suffering and loss, ruining
many more Inillions of lives and spawning armed con'"
fIicts and wars, creating a. threat topeace and security
not only in certain quarters of the globe but all over
the world.
13. The Soyiet delegation regards as a good and en-
couragingsign the unanimous decision of the General
Assembly [903rd meeting] to discuss the Declaration,
on the granting of independence to colonial countries
and peoples in plenary meeting, that is to in the
highest forum of the United Nations. This decision
can be considered a new blow against cr/\onialism1 a
new viQtory for the peace-loving forces in the great
struggle for peace and the freedom or peop.les.
14. 'The Soviet Union delegation expresses its firm
belief that the fifteenth sesgivll of the General As'"
sembly will become a historic landmark on the road.
to the complete and fiDal liquidation of colonialism
and that 1960 will rightfully be called not only the
"year of Africa'lt but also the year of the liberation
from colonial slavery of all peoples wherever they
lived-in Africa, Asia, Latin America, anywhere in the
world.
15. The Declaration submitted by the Soviet Govern-
ment is a document containing a programme for the
struggle (br the liberation of all colonial peoples. It
defines the tasks and indicates the general
approach to the solution of this historic problem. We
. are convinced that the peoples of all continents and
all delegations to this session that are anxious for a',
speedy and radical solution of the historic task 01
liquidating the shameful colonial system will SUI-\port
this Declaration and its humanitarian, progressive
principles as a noble and powerful appe&l for the
complete liberation of mankind from the shameful
past, for the complete freedom and i,"\dependence of
all colonial peoples.
16. Mr. ORMSBY-GORE (United Kingdom): I think
my first duty should be to cong:ratulate Mr. Zorin
on a very accurate reading of document A!4502, sub-
mitted by Mr. Kbrushchev on 23 September 1960.
1 followed the tex4 which I had read two months ago,
and I found his rendering clear and faultless, but I
am. bound to say that I did not find it any more helpful
or constructive than whi;}n I first read it for myself
two monthG ,ago.

.. ,
__ .·1. _ . _ _.'

17• delegation of Union askedfor
the on our agenl.1a ,)f the item which we
are now considering, "DeQaaratlon on the granting of
independence to colonial cd'untriles and peoples", Ihad
hoped that the debate upon it Qould be made the occa-
sion of a serious discussion of the ways in which we
can all help to realize the of those peoples
who do not yet enjoy what is described in the Charter
of the United Nations as a "full measure of self-
government". This is an aspect of 'World affairs with
which we in the United Kingdom have for .long been

'//'
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of vitally concerned. Weknow the great force of nationa:!_
. of !he Repu!>lic of Guinea me?t- ism in th,? world today. seenhow the achieve-

Shukatry, Chairman of the Arabian m(mt of mdependence has given to the 0

de1agation [879th meeting], and many- other repre... people for whose administration we were once
sentatives. responsible the incentive to develop their own countries

with added energy and vigour. We have seen how it
hfls given them the opportunity by'taking their place
here in the United Nations to serve the world com-
munity and the interests of international peace and
security. The example of the new natii)nS, great and
small, of and Asia has been a great stitnulus
to us in th() common effort which we share with tne
people of the territories which still retnain.
It has ft!purred );Us forward in our policy of helping
them blJJ.ld strof!g vigorous nations, undivided by
tribal, or racial strife and imbuedwith the
strength which only freedom and prosperity can give.
18. I have been shocked, as I am. sure many repre-
sentatives have been, by the mam\ler in which the
Soviet delegation and its friends have to pervert
for their own purposes the rol.\l genuinely felt
desire for of somanymilUons ofpeople-
a desire which is supported and applaudedby the great
majority of mankind. Both in the document which
Mr. Zorin read out to us this morning, in which the
Soviet delegation asked for the inscription of this
item, and in the speech with which the Soviet repre-
sentative this debate, there is no. sign of' reco.g-
nition of the .Iacts of the. situation which have
caricatured. heir only purpose seems to be to:gener-
ate hatred rather than friendship, violence rather than
peace, and chaos rather than order. ,/
19. The representative of the Soviet Union appears to
wish to use this debate Simply as another occasion
for vilifying my country and other Administering
Powers and for ··'carrying the cold war into Africa, in
. the hope that perhaps it can there be hotted up to his
advantage. I must warn him that if I chose to follow
suit, I would have mush better ammunition than he
has. Since 1939, some 500 million people, formerly
under British rule, have achieved freedom and inde-
pendence, and their representatives sit here.. In that
same period, whole or part of six countries, with
a population of 22 million, have been forcibly in-
corporated into the Soviet Union; they include the
world's three newest colonies; Lithuania, Estonia and
Latvia. In addition the Soviet Union exercises eco-
nomic, political and military domination overmillions
of other men and women in neighbouring cOllntries.
Countless efforts have been made by national move-
ments in countries under Russian control to gain
independence. All have been suppressed. In Central
Asia, we have seen examples of a colonial policy
which, as Mr. Khrushcbev himself told us at great
length earlier in the session [869th meeting], hlil-fJ in
material terms been an outstanding success. He did
not teD. us of the mass deportationf-i of popu.lations
and the l"Uthless suppression of nationalities which
went with it. I shall not harrow the feelings of this
Assembly by reciting the whole grisly c8,ta.lo1tue; one
or two examples must suffice. The so-called German
Autonomous Republic was abolished by a stroke ofthe \
pen and the Volga Germans who inhabited it; were
removed to various localities in the East. Thisl popu-
lous group was thus scattered and as a
community. Again, .entire populations of
mean Tatar, Kalmyk and Checkev
Soviet Socialist Republios,. amounting with some
smaller communities to nearly a million peopl,e••"

I
I.r
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20. 'rhe PRESIDENT: I call on the of
the Sloviet Union on a point of order. Perhaps the
speaker at the rostrum would kindly stand asidewhile,
I deal with the point. .
21. ¥r. ZORIN (Union of Soviet
(translated from Russian): Mr. PreSident, in l\\le state..
ment I just made I did not say one word a,pout the
United Kingdom;, I did not speak about that c6untl:'Y at
all.

-<' 22. The United Kingdom representative, however, has
just attempted to start a discussion of the internal
affairs of the Soviet Union. This is a violation of the
generally accepted principle that governs the work of
this Assembly. I ask you, Mr. President, to protect
the delegation of the Soviet Union and the delegations
of other countries against attempts to intervene in the
Soviet Union's internal affairs. '
23. It is perfectly natural that the United Kingdom
representative should have nothing to say about the
"beneficent" effect the United Kingdom is having on the
colonial territories under what he called its "adminis"
tra.tion". There is, of course, nothing favourable that
ha say in that connexion. However, attempts at
intervention in the internal affairs of the Soviet Union
, are inatixnissible; we must protest against them and
regard the ,use of such methods ,of discussion as
terly illegal.
24. The United Kingdom representative said that he
wanted to avoid the cold war, but he was the first to
take this line in speaking from this rostrum. If he
, continues in the same vein he will receive an appro"
priate answer both from the Soviet Union and from the
other countries that are anXious to discuss the liquida"
tionof the colonial r6gimes. existing in the territories
dependent upon the colonial Powers, butwill notpermit
intervention in the affairs of the peoples that exist
and act in freedom within the framework of the Soviet
Union and other socialist countries.

25. Ffhe PRESIDENT: The point of order raised by
the representative of the Soviet Unionplaces the Chair
in somewhat of a difficulty. As all delegations here
are aware, charges and accusations of the kind against
which the representative of the Soviet Union .has just
protested' have !become only too common coin in our
discussions here in the Assembly. They are. not con-
fined to anyone delegation or to anyone group' of
delegations. They ar'e made indifferently by many
delegations.
26. The purport of all charges and accusations ofthis
type, and in many cases their actual substance, is the

It is impossible for the Chair to discriminate
. between them. To rule some of them out of order and
others not would involve the Chair in a series of
arbitrary judgements which it would be impossible to
Jllstify. To rule them all out of order might rightfully
be regardeti as an :undue restriction of the right of
free expression. In these circumstances, the primary
responsibility falls on delegations themselves.
Charges and aecusations of the kind complained of
rarely add force to argument and do much to lower
the tone of the Aasembly's debates. I would appeal,
therefore, to the good jUdgement and the good sense
of delegations to refrain from making these charges
and .accusations gratuitously and, by so doing, to help
to keep the t!lne of this debate on a level in keeping
with -the importance of the subject matter.

27. I would ask the representative
dom kindly to continue. c,

28. Mr. ORMSBY-GO:RE (United Kingdom): Mr.
President, of course I will bow to your ruling.

/'29. I felt that we had certain charges made against
us. We had been called robbers; we had been told that
we indulged in ceaseless carnage, and so on. I. did
not think the words that I had used in reference to the
Soviet Union should have made Mr. Zorin oversensi-
tive. But I am aware that the Soviet delegation does
not like discussion here of certain aspects of their
home policy, nor does the SovietGovernment facilitate
the publication by the free Press of the world of the
facts about it. Very well; we have to accept that.

30. It is, a tragic fact that there is little which we in
the United .Nations can do to help these people under
Soviet domination, and it would be no service to the
peoples of the rest of the world who are passionately
concerned about their own desire for to
play ,the, sov,iet game, t,o, answer in their
own kind and thus to allow the affiirs otAfrica and
Asia to become lost underneath a barrage of charges
and counter charges. All I ask is that-the United
, Nations machinery for dealing with Trust and Non-
Self..Governing Territories, and the strUcture of co-
operation whichhas beenbuiltup over theyears, should _"
not be destroyed by the unconstructive andirrespons"
ible assaults of. the Soviet delegation and their friends.
For this reason, I do not propose to waste further
time on the draft declaration on this subject put for-
ward by the Government of the Soviet Union.

"

31.. On the subject of colonialism, my''Govermnent
will listen with the greatest attention to the voices of
Africa and Asia; but we see no reasonwhy our serious
discussions on this great subject should be degraded
by the calumnies and distortions which are the stock
in trade of the greatest oppressor of our day.

32. I am heartened that the African and Asian Mem-
bers of the United Nations do not appear
to regard the Soviet contribution,A;o our debates as a
particularlyseriousone,ca.nd that they intend to put
forward ,a draft declaration of their own. Letme say at
Once that the United Kingdom delegation is in·entire
,sympathy with what! know to be 'the feelings and.the fI"'"
main purposes of these delegations, the achievement if
with all possible speed of full self-government and /1
independence by those people who do not yet enjoy }these things. Ifwe have sometimes had differences of ....
opinion on this question, these have been differ$ncQ§/
of method and sometime.s of timing; they are(iiot
differences of intention. are differences which
can be discuased between Mein'ber States,spealdngas
equals and in good faith, speaking, in fact,
as those who have the same goals in view.
33. Let us look objectively at the nature ot.the prob-
lem. We hear a 10tintheUnitedNations and elsewhere
of' the fact that colonialism is dying or that it is dis·
appearing.Of course it is, in those parts of the World
where we and'those who think likeusbear responsibil-
ity. It is dying in the ,sense that the Phoenix died,
dying at li the moment of its greatest glory, when it "
gives birth to new nations. Indeed,in the sense
colonialism the permanent subjection of one
people to another. it was already accepteclas an out---
of-date political relationship by all those Who, like the
United Kingdom, sUbscribed without reservation to
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38. But in these, too, progress towards independence
is extremely rapid. Over two millfDn of them live in
Sierra Leone, where, according to the representative
of the Soviet Union speaking at the beginning of this
session, "the struggle for still goes on".
ThiS particular "struggle" can\\best be described as a
figment of the Soviet over-heatedperhaps
by the perusal of out-of-date text-books and
the incantation of worn-out Lenitlist slogans. In fact,
the people of Sierra Leone perfectly well that
they will be independent in fiire months' time. The
distinguished Sierra Leonean Mxpister, who is already
concerning himself with problellXls of foreign affairs,
was here in New York a few ago sP.1dying the
problems of United Nations representation for a small
country• Many delegations Three million
more of these people live in the Federation of the
West Indies, whiQll wf;ll also, without doubt, be inde"
pendent in the near future. Nine million more live in
'ranganyika, the biggest territory for which the United
Kingdom remains where, according to
the representative of the Soviet Union, there has been
"unending carnage". Therehas beennothing of the sort.
Instead, there has been an inspiring example of har-
mony between all communities in the Territory, a
harmony which has already brought it to the verge of
lndependenge, with a.peaceful and exciting future be-
. fore it. In response to a request from Mr. Ju!ius
Nyerere, Chief Minister of Tanganyika, the United
Kingdom proposes to introduce, later in this very
session of the General Assembly, a draft resolution
designed to terminate the TrusteeShip Agreement for
Tanganyika on its· attainment of independence, with
effect from a date to be. agreed between the United
Kingdom Government and the elected leaders of T9Jl-
ganyika t No one can doubt that that date will nofbe .
far away; at least, it is not doubted in Tanganyika
or in the United Kingdom. So, proceeding at their own
pace and in their own way, the way of co-operation
and statesmanship, the people of Tanganyika areblaz-
ing the trail for the rest of East Africa.
39. What, then, are the problemswhich remain?What
is so different about the remaining territories, the
ones which I .have not mentioned, which prevents them
from acceding to immediate independence? There are.

two differeJ;ltidnds of problem; they differ
to the the territories con-

cerned. The first kjnd concerns territories which are
small and isala.ted. There are no fewer
than twenty-nine Non=Self-Governing Territories noW'
under United Kingdom administration which have a .
population of under one million each. Fourteenof these .
have a popUlation of less than 100,000. The people of
these small territories have to think carefully abput
their future. There are many factors, different ineach
case, which may cause their people to hesitate about
separate independence. They may be isolated geo-
graphically, with an economy barely sufficient tomeet
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36. This is true. Economic and social progress,
though steady, has nowhere been as spectacular as
political progress. This does not mean. that political
progress must slGwed .down. Far from No one
can deny that p!'01;itical aclyance is affected by the
success of econorl,\!c and soCial policy, but independ-
ence cannot be • economic and social
problems are s/i)1ved. \of course, are these
problems solved /i automaticallyhy independence, and
there are other i;tems on our agenda which call atten-
tion to the need. for the United Nations to continue to
expand it.s work in the newly independent States to
help them tackle and solve the problemswhich remain.
37.. Let us look for a.moment at the facts and figures
oi this political progress. It is people that we are
concerned with, and not just territories; so the figures
I will give I are figures, of population. The 450 million
or so people who lived in India, Pakistan, Geylon,
Burma1 all achieved indE.\pendence after the war. Not
counting these, the total population of the Trust and
Non-Self-Governing Territories of the world was in
1946 .approximately 225 million. Ten years later ithad
fallen to approximately 125 million, a figure which
inclUded a natural population increase in the remain-
ing territories of about 25 million over ,the period.
Since 1956, the pace has further speeded up, and
roughly another 75 million have achieved their fnde-

Chapter XI Q:f-fut};,United Nations Charter and have
since honoured it in practice.
34. I find it hard to improve upon the terms of Ar-
ticle 73 of the Charter as a description of the British
concept of the modern colonial relationship, which is,
by definition, a living and oonstantly evolving one and
one which, by its very nature, must be rapidly re-
placed by something new. Let me quote a few passages
from· this'article.We, the UnitedKingdomGovernment,
as an original Member of the United Nations, "recog-
nize the principle that the interests of the inhabitants"
of \ the Non-Self-Governing Territories "are para-
mount". We "accept as a sacred trust the obligation
to promote to the utmost•.•thewell-being oUhe inhabi-
tants of these territories". We undertake "to ensure,
with due respect for the culture of the peoples con""'
cerned, their political, economic, social and educa-
ti,onal advanceme.nt1t • In this connexion, I notice that
Mr. Krishna Menon' of India observed in committee
the other day that we have never tried to turn other
people into Moreover, we undertake "to
develop self-government, to take due account of the
political aspirations of the peoples, and to assist them
in the progressive development of their free political
institutions, according to the particular circumstances
of' each territory and its peoples and their varying
stages of advancement".
35. These obligations we havehonou:r;ed, and theman-
ner in which we have done so is Imownto all the world.
I think it is fair to say that the speed with which we
have developed self"'government has been remarkable,
in the light of the expectations of the world in 1946..
The Committee onlnformationfromNon..Self-G9"iern....
ing Territories has just reviewed the made
in these territories during the first ten years. It has
observed, and rightly:

itThe aspirations of peoples towards
ment or independ¥ne6-nave too ofteRfa:r outstripped
the pace of their aOi;ial advancement•.• t?
[A/4371' part . ,).i!'''J'". ", .,. .' l"We,.. :J:""_......--.... -;,,;. ;',_ .

4fIGeneral Assembly ... Fifteenth Session - Plenary Meetings---------;,....... .......
pendencer all of,them in. Africa. That is trr'say that"
as regards people ·living outside the empire
650 million have achievedcomplete inQ.epEmdence
past fifteen years. The only people living within the
Soviet empire who have gained their freedom are the
few millions who have escaped from it as refugees.
Of those who remain in dependent territories, about
40 million live in Trust and Non-Self-Governing Ter-
ritories for which the United Kingdom is responsible.
As far as we are concerned, these are the people whom
this debate is about.

.l .
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the expanding needs of their people. Thesepeoplemay 4/1.. Here r must return 'to the theme which I stated
have no wish to sacrifice the ,economic and social earlier. Every action of the United Kingdom in regard
progress to which tht)y are entitled inorder to assume to these territories is the bUilding
'responsibility for maintaining apparatus of new nations, nations be\Vnited and free,
of amodern independent State. and through which the people can realize their aspira-

tions for independence, prosperity and indi-
40. Alternatively, in some cases the people of these vidual freedom.'It is' of fundamental importance totbe
te'rritories feel-justly or unjustly-threatened by a future peace and prosperity of Africa that the coun-
large powerful neighbour•.,They fear tries of· that continent should retain their integrity, and

might not long endure and that they mlg1?-t t that their independence should not be followed by civil
unprotected, lose the political freedom which they now war and economic collapse•
.enjoy. 48. In these last few yearsf',<during which we still
41. The people of these small territories deserve our retain a direct responsibility'for these
consideration just as much as those who liye in the we are framing our policy in such a way that the dif..
great States of the world. They each have tneir own ferent tribes and communities who inhabit these terri-
peculiar political problems, and we in the United tories can learn confidence, and trust in each other.
Kingdom consider it as our solemn obligation, in ac- Working all the time with the people, we are trying to
cordance 'With Article 73 b of .the Charter, to work ensure before the date ofindependence is determined,
0.utfi:i' the people concernedthe of independence that new States will command the loyalty and the
which ill best satisfy their aspirations., energies of all tribes, all communities alike.'
42. The other day the Fourth Committee adopted, by 49. We think that this has' already been a,chieved in
a. majority of 62 t03,Y a draft resolution [A/C:4/ Tanganyika. In the neighbouring territories in this
L.648 and' Add.l] approving twelve principles, whIch region of Africa certain fears still remain. The pro-
are 'Cl} serve as a gUide toMemberStates in determin- cess is a delicate one. There are groups in all these
ing whether they are under an to transmit countries, sometimes African, sometimes European,
information to the Secretary-Generalin respect of .sometimes Asian, w;o.o fear that independence when it
particular territories in accordancewithArticle 73 eof . comes will hurt them7The task is to dispel this fear,
the Charter. Principles VI, vrr, V1II and IX· refer to as similar fears have been dispelled in count):"ies
the circumstances in which such territories can be which have already achieved i,ndependence. 1(,

said to have reached a full measure of self-govern-
ment. I will read out Principle VI: 50. In these territories, there ie no argument about

the right of the people to independence; there is no
"A n'on-Self-Governing Territory can be said to argument whether the people will be independent o;r

have reached a full measure of self-governmentby: " not. certainly they will. The only queEltion is when,
n(a_) Emergence as a sovereign independent State; and the answer must be, just as soon as be

confidence that the new nations will thriveJand that
n<Q) Free association with an independent State; or their independence will be really effective and have

d cl t 8t t " real meaning and will not be sapped by internalIt(Q) Jntegration with an in epen en a e • strife or external pressure. The people ofthesecgun-
43. Principles vrr, vm IX go on, very properly, tries want independence in the form which suits them,
to define with some care the circumstances in which and not according to some ideologicalpattern imposed
free association or integration is acceptable as full on them from outside. They want to avoid violence
self-government. and chaos, for these things bring with them'outside
44. An important point in these principles is that the pressure and interference.
free and voluntary choice of such a status by the people 51. It is obligation to see that they achieve, their
concerned must be the result-.and I uSe the words of genuine aspirations and to help them frustrate those
the draft resolution-of "informe'ij and democratic who wish them ill. In this I am confident that we shall
processes". Now, these processes take time; although have the support of the great majority of the Mem-
perhaps, in comparison with an earlier age, not much bel'S of the United Nations. I only wish that we
time. have the support of all of them.
45. The United Kingdom is d()ing all it can to hurry 52. In view of of the things which have
on the processes of self-government as fast as Pos-said during this Assembly, I should like to emphasize
sible, but it would surely be a betrayal of the wholehnce again that the policy of the in
spirit of Chapter XI of the Charter for us to say that those parts of Africa for which we rel3poJ.llS:ible
the people of, for example, the Seychelles Islands, or is a non-racial policy, as indeed it iIB(/;elsewhere in
the Gilbert Islands, should decide immediately what the To quote the ·-,words used by the United
form they wish their ultimate independence to take; Kingdom representative

f
Mr. Selwyn Lloyd

f
from. 'this

or, to take other examples, the people of Basutoland rostrum at the fourteenth session, on 17
Or Hong Kong. 1959:
46. So much for the smaller territories; let us look "In those territories whe,;re diffel;'ent races. or
now at the nature of the problems in the larger te;rri- tribes live side by the task is to ensure 1nat
tories which are still dependent. These are perhaps all the people may enjoy security and freedom' and
lnore •important in the eyes. ofc:most Members of the the chance to contribute as individuals to the pro-
United Nations. They contain more people and they are gressand well-being of these countries. We re3eot
in Africa. the idea of any inherent of one race

over another. Our
it offers a future in which Africa:D:s, Europeatts,
ASi&1ls, the peoples of, the Pacific candothers with

t-
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6.1. It was these same pedlaJ;s of goot.' intentions who
yesterday devastated our countries with the hateful
slave-trade' and with colonialism.. They are the ones
who today promise us the moon an.d the stars. They
act as though they were dealingnotonlywith economic
and social under-development, but alsowith congenital
intellectual under-development.

62. Africa, howev.er, is on the alert to its
freedom and cultural personality. All peaceful means
will be used to promote the unity of Africa, and the
magic of mere words and slogans will not prevail
against it. Tomorrow Africa" one and indivisible, will
release from . colonialism the peoples still under
arbitrary rule, for it cannot be the only continent of
"decolonization". Tomorrow AfrIca will give theworld
a more human aspect, so that the tr'.J.ehope of mankind,
to live in peace, may not be disappointed.

63. The PBESIDENT: I Gall upon the representative
of China 'in exercise of the right of reply.

64. Mr. LW (China): In the wild and far-rauging
distortions in his statement, the reRresentative of the
Soviet Union made a reference to Taiwan againstwhich,
he said, "the UnitedStateshas committed aggression"•.
I did not wish at that moment to interrupt the orderly'
proceedings of the Gerteral Assembly by table-thumP-
ing or otherwise raisblg a point of order, but Task
for the floor now inmy 6.."Cercise of the of reply to
say' that the UnitedStates military personnel onTaiwan
are there by the invitation of my Govermnent in con-
nexion with my Government's

afford it in this difficult period of its
history. It realizes now great are the sacrifices in
men and money which several·Member StateEhare
making in order to help bring about the successful
solution of critical problems. 11

ftIn expressing the hope that this assistance will
COntinue; I. undertake, as Head of the COl'lgolese
State, to do everything in my power to make the
best use of it >for the sake of peace and progress in
the Congo. More than any other country, the Congo
needs national unity and agreement. At the proper
tinle, all persons of good will who can contribute to
this task will be called upon to do so. n

.59. That is the message from, the President of our
Republic. You must understand that the Congolese

in its determination to free itself from im-
perialism in any form, is in the pay of no one. It is
both futile and insulting to preach that any re-volution
which does not embrace a particular ideology m.ust
inevitably be condemned by history.

60. The dialectic whose intellectual legitimacy has
never bean a,clv..1owledged by some, does not seem to
tolerate any surprise. The Congo, alas, a country
of surprises. Imperialists of all persuasions have
opposed each other there and have all failed lament-
·ably. The Congolese people has. defeated colonialism'
once and for all. The colonialists of the West and
East alike, too .long accustoJ:1ed to Africa
as the perfect country for colonization, now
on "dacolonizlng" it. In obedience to the wave of new
ideas, they intend to ftdecolonize ft at any 90st,as if to
ease their consciences. But Africa vigilant
and refuses to be taken ·in by the pedlars of good
intentions•

General Assembly - Fifteenth Session -Plenary
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whom we are concerned, will all play their full
part citizens in the cOHntries where they live,
and in 'Which feelings ofrtlce will be submerged in
loyalty:, 'to new nations. ft [798th meeting, para. 30.]

53. To sum up, we believe that the peoples of de-
pendent territories should advance to self-government
and independence af;: as is hutnaJlly possible. We
believe that new nations should be strong andprosper-
. ous and at peace with themselves and
Well hold these beliefs 'because, to us, they ar,: mani-
festly right, and because we know that the peoples of
these countries ardently these i:b-kigs. But we
also hold these beliefs bec'a,use they; are in our own
interests, and indeed in of every one of
'Us· represented' in this Assembly "'If the new nations
are .strong and peaceful, they have a great contribu-
tion to make to world peace, which is indivisible. If

are prosperous and dynamic in their progress,
the;.'r have a great contribution to make to the raising
of standards of living, to the development of world
resources and to the progress and well-being ofman-
kind as a Whole. These are the deeply and sincerely
held beliefs of the British people. For many years
they have guided our actions toward the peoples of
countries overseas. OnthemWill continue tob.e founded
our cotn.tt!0n. efforts, until we ·have achieved the. goals
of oU,r policy and they, the peoples of these countries,
have realized their national aspirations.
54. Mr. CARDOSO (Congo, Leopoldville) (translated
from French): It is painful for the delegation of the
=So!1go to have ,to speak after a clash beteeen two

delegations. It was not enough that we had to
enter United Nations through an emergency door;
we also to receive our baptism of fire.

\\

55. Mr. President, we wishtothankyouand
all those have made it possible for us to speak
here. . .

'\

56. On 22 NO\1elllheJ! 1960 the General Assembly de-
cided [924th meeting] that the representatives of the
Republic: of the Congo (LeqpoldVllle) would not onlybe
recognized bere but have the right to speak.
Having been unanimously :admilled to membership in
the United Nations on 1960 [864thmeet-
ing], the RepUblic of Cong(ficould no longer be
denied the rigr,t to make voice heard.
57. While all MeJI).'be:rs o{ the Organization haveused
and even. abuse4. the right to speak about the Congo,
some of them going so far as to speak in its na.:rhe, it
must be aclmowledged that this belongs, in the
first place, to the Congolese themselves. No olie is
better qUalified to speak of the Congo than the Congo-
lese, who are the first to suffer from the Government
crisis which has lasted all too long. .
58. of 22 NoV'3X1lber gave international
confirmation 'to the undisputed authority of our coun"
try's highest institutiOn, the office ofthe Head of State.
The Congolese people is resolved to defend all the
institutions which it has freely· ,chosen. Our Head of
State, President Kasa-Vubu, Wh6 has been recalled to
Leopoldville by duties permit no delay, has

to to. the General ASfJembly his
.. 'that he could not himseUexpress his satisfac-
tion at the of 22 November,\)and he has asked
ro.. to read the follOWing message to the AssemblsT,\:·

. )'

:Republic of the Congo fully appreoiates the
assletance Which the United Nations has decided to

I1---
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The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m.

and it is 'utter falsehood to allege that the United
States has committed aggrel3sion against China.

925th meeting - 28 November 1960

against communist aggression in that area. I need not
adu that no Soviet distortion can alter tho fact that the
Government of the Republic of China now based on
Taiwan is an independQ,nt and sovereign Government,

....

Litho in UoN.
.
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United Nations Yearbook, Chapter X, “Questions concerning Asia and the Far East”, 1961 
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Scott, R., Limuria: The Lesser Dependencies of Mauritius (Greenwood Press, Connecticut, 1961) 
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AGENDA ITEM 19
Q!J9stion of disarmament (concluded)*

resolution recommended by the First Committee
[A/5026].
4. I invite the Assembly to vote on the draft resolu-
tion which the First Committee recommends to us
for adoption and which appears in its report [A/5026].
5. This drat, resolution was adopted unanimously in
the First Committee. If I hear no objection, I shall
take it that the General Assembly also adopts it
unanimously.
The draft resoiution was adopted unanimously.

REPORT OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE (PART Ill)
[A/4980/ADD.2]

Mr. Enckell (Finland), Rapporteur of tlie First
.Committee, presented the report of that Committee,
and then spoke as follows:
6. Mr. ENCKELL (Finland), Rapporteur of the First
Committee: The Committee had decided to defer the
conclusion of its consideration of this in order to
allow the draft resolution contained in the present
report [A/4980/Add.2, para. 6] to be jointly intro-
duced as agreed upon by the two Powers principally'
concerned with disarmament. The draft resolution,
as submitted on 13 December, received unanimous
approval in the Committee, which decided to agree to
adopt the draft resolution by acclamation. The con-
sensus was that it represented a major step forward
in the field of disarmament negotiations by setting
down a number of basic principles for such negotia-
tion and by establishing anew eighteen-member body
for disarmament talks.
7. I have the honour to recommend to the General
Assembly the adoption of the draft resolution con-
tained in the report.
Pursuant to rule 68 of the rules 0: procedure, it

was decided not to discuss the report of the First
Committee.
8. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
invite the Assembly to vote on the draft resolution
which the First, Committee recommends to us for
adoption and which appeara in its report [A/4980/
Add.2] .
9. The Ffrs', Committee approved this draft resolu-
tion unanimously and by acclamation. If I hear no
objection, I shall take it that the General Assembly
adopts it unanimously.
The draft resolution was adopted unanimously.

10. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): The
representatives who wished to speak in explanation
*Resumed. from the l070th meeting,

_,__'_'"_',__--'C-,,'

Agenda item 21:
Report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space
Reports of the First Committee and of the
Fifth Committee • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • .• 1129
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Question of disarmament (concluded)
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President: Mr. Mongi SL IM (Tunis la),

AGENDA ITEM 21

CONTENTS
Page

Repalt of the Cgmmittee on the Peaceful uses of
.Duter Space

REPORTS OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE (A/5026)
AND OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/5051)

Mr. Enckell (Finland), Rapporteur of the First
Committee, presented the report of that Committee,
and then spoke as follows.
1. Mr. ENCKELL (Finland), Rapporteur of the First
Committee- The draft resolutions, which are con-
tained in the report of the First Committee on this
item [A/5026, para. 9] and which cover wide aspects
of international co-operation in the field of the peace-
ful uses of outer space, were approved unanimously
by the Committee for recommendation to the General
Assembly, after they had been brought, by a series of
modification, to reflect the consensus of the Powers
mainly interested in outer space. This draft resolu-
tion represents a, major step forward and provides
the essential basis for progress in international co-
operation in this field. It defines a number of impor-
tant aspects of this matter andwidens the membership
of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space.
2. I have the honour to recommend to the General
Assembly the adoption of the draft resolutions con-
tained in the report.
Pursuant to rule 68 of the rules of procedure, it

was decided not to discuss the report of the First
Committee.
3. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): 1
would remind the members of this Assembly that
they have before them a report of the Fifth Committee
[A/5051] on the financial implications of the draft
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AGENDA ITEM 19
Q!J9stion of disarmament (concluded)*

resolution recommended by the First Committee
[A/5026].
4. I invite the Assembly to vote on the draft resolu-
tion which the First Committee recommends to us
for adoption and which appears in its report [A/5026].
5. This drah resolution was adopted unanimously in
the First Committee. If I hear no objection, I shall
take it that the General Assembly also adopts it
unanilnously.
The draft resohttion was adopted unanimously.

REPORT OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE (PART Ill)
[A/4980/ADD.2]

Mr. Enckell (Finland), Rapporteur of tlie First
.Committee, presented the report of that Committee,
and then spoke as follows:
6. Mr. ENCKELL (Finland), Rapporteur of the First
Committee: The Committee had decided defer the
conclusion of its consideration of this in order to
allow the draft resolution contained in the present
report [A/4980/Add.2, para. 6] to be jointly intro-
duced uS agreed upon by the two Powers principally'
concerned with disarmament. The draft resolution,
as submitted on 13 December, received unanimOUid
approval in the Committee, which decided to agree to
adopt the draft resolution by acclamation. The con-
sensus was that it represented a major step forward
in the field of disarmament negotiations by setting
down a number of basic principles for such negotia-
tion and by establishing anew eighteen-member body
for disarmament talks.
7. I have the honour to recommend to the General
Assembly the adoption of the draft resolution con-
tained in the report.
Pursuant to rule 68 of the rules 0: procedure, it

was decided not to discuss the report of the First
Committee.
8. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
invite the Assembly to vote on the draft resolution
which the First, Committee recommends to us for
adoption and which appearQ in its report [A/4980/
Add.2] .
9. The Committee approved this draft resolu-
tion unanimously and by acclamation. If I hear no
objection, I shall take it that the General Assembly
adopts it unanimously.
The draft resolution was adopted unanimously.

10. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): The
representatives who wished to speak in explanation
*Resumed. from the l070th meeting,
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Repalt of the Cgmmittee on the Peaceful uses of
,Outer Space

REPORTS OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE (A/5026)
AND OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/5051)

Mr. Enckell (Finland), Rapporteur of the First
Committee, presented the report of that Committee,
and then spoke as follows.
1. Mr. ENCKELL (Finland), Rapporteur of the First

The draft resolutions, which are con-
tained in the report of the First Committep, on this
item [A/5026, para. 9] and which cover wide aspects
of international co-operation in the field of the peace-
ful \lses of outer space, were approved unanimously
by the Committee for recommendation to the General
Assembly, after they had been brought, by a series of
modification, to reflect the consensus of the Powers
mainly interested in oute:r space. This draft resolu-
tion represents a, major step forward and provides
the essential basis for progress in international co-
operation in this field. It defines a number of impor-
tant aspects of this matter andwidens the membership
of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space.
2. I have the honour to recommend to the General
Assembly the adoption of the draft resolutions con-
tained in the report.
Pursuant to rule 68 of the rules of procedure, it

was decided not to discuss the report of the Fi1'st
Committee.
3. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): 1
would remind the members of this Assembly that
they have before them a report of the Fifth Committee
[A/5051] on the financial implications of the draft
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of their votes on agenda item 80 (Question.of Algeria)
are not yet present in the Assembly hall. I suggest
that we resume our discussion of item 83 (Question
of Tibet), after which we shall take up item 80.
It was so deoided.

AGENDA ITE.M 83
Question of Tibet (concluded)*

11. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): The
General Assembly now resumes the general debate
on this item. We shall hear those speakers who
placed their names on the list at the last meeting and
who have nocyet had an opportunity to speak. I call
upon the representative of the Soviet Union.
12. Mr. ROSHCHIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics) (translated from Russian): As the representa-
tive of the Soviet Union, who was to speak on this
question, has not arrived yet, I would ask you to
postpone the discussion of the question to a later
stage of this meeting of the General Assembly.

•
13. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): To
avoid any loss of time, I shall give the floor, pending
th" arrival of the representative of the Soviet Union,
to the other speakers on the list who are prepared to
speak. I call upon the representative of New Zealand.
- 14. Mr. CORNER (New Zealand): In order to shorten
the time of this debate by reducing the number of
speakers, I have been asked to associate Australia
with 'New Zealand in the remarks which I am. now
going to make.
15. More than two years have now passed since a
mass insurrection of the Tibetan people was crushed
by Chinese communist armies. The Tibetan Govern-
ment, together with large numbers of its citizens
drawn from all ranks and ages, was forced to abandon
its capital and flee into exile. The appeals of this
Government, reinforced by the authoritative findings
of the International Commission of Jurists, gave un-
deniable proof that human rights in Tibet were being
systematically violated.
16. In recognition of this, the General Assembly at
its fourteenth session reaffirmed the autonomy tradi-
tionally enjoyed by the Tibetan people and called for
the protection of their fundamental human rights
[resolution 1353 (XIV)]. This declaration however,
was defied. The Assembly's call was not heeded then,
nor, to judge from recent reports of refugees..Is it
being heeded now.
17. It may thus be argued, as it also was in 1959,
that to consider the question of Tibet is pointless,
that nothing the General Assembly can say or do will
have the least effect in alleviating the persecution of
the Tibetan people. This is not the view of New Zea-
land. As my Prime Minister stated last month, it is
a matter of profound regret to my Government that
the Chinese authorities should have failed to heed the
Assembly's appeal in 1959, but I am strongly of the
view that the United Nations should not, on this
account, allow its attention to be divarted from the
tragic plight of the Tibetan people. true, has
been suggested, that it is not in the s power
to impose a solution which will safeguard Tibetan
rights and liberties. We may also doubt whether the
Chinese communist authorities will respond to a new
*Resumed from the 1084th meeting.

appeal from world opinion any more than they did to
the last one. This, however, is not a justification for
silence. A violation of human rights on the scale
which has occurred, and is still occurring, cannot be
ignored by the United Nations without diminishing its
own stature and prestige. The issue with which we

.'. are concerned is not a between States, nor an
ideological bickering. between blocs. It transcends
political problems to become a human one, an affront
to man's essential dignity, expressed in his right to
lead his life according to his own convictions. For
this reason we feel that no doubts can be entertained
about the Assembly's competence, and indeed duty,
to keep the matter within its purview.
18. It seems hardly relevant to analyse the legal

Tibet, to which even its conquerors paid
lip service. We all know, as a matter of historical
record, that it possessed and exercised through
treaties and other agreements most of the attributes
of sovereignty. But that is not the real issue. Human
rights, religious and cultural freedom are surely to
be protected without regard to the legal status of a
people. No one would argue that colonial or non-self-
governing peoples are beyondreaoh of the Assem-
bly's vigilant concern for human rights. Indeed, the
weak and the unprotected are precisely those who
most need it. It has been our view for many years
that when human rights are violated on so flagrant,
fundamental and systematic a scale the Assembly has
a positive obligation to involve itseIf in the problem.
This applies to events in Tibet as it does to those in
Africa, Hungary or anywhere else.
19. Nor can it be justly argued that because the
Chinese People's F;epublic is not a member of this
Organization it cannot be expected to heed any appeal
from the Genez-al Assembly. It would be strange if
non-membership of this Organization permitted any
State to flout the accepted rules of international
behaviour, ,to smash with a mailed fist through the
thin crust of mors.l decency which generations of
human minds have laboured to create. and inter-
national law to safeguard. At any rate, the Chinese
communist authorities have themselves accepted the
authority of the international community.
20. At the Bandung Conference in 1955 Jj they gave
their full support to a declaration which reaffirmed
the fundamental principles of human rights, as set
forth in the Charter and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. They also affirmed, only a year before
the Tibetan uprising began, that the subjection of
peoples to alien subjugation, domination and exploita-
tion constitutes a denial of fundamental human rights,
is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations, and
is an impediment to the promotion of world peace
and co-operation. In defiance of the very principles
which they then affirmed, the Chinese communist
authorities are now pursuing a policy of force and
intimidation, the victims of which are a small nation
whose citizens stand to lose not only their individual
liberties but also their very existence as an ancient
and distinctive people. The evidence of the tens of
thousands of refugees who have fled from Tibet is
that their native political, social and even religious'
institutions are being methodically eradicated, and
there is no sign of any intention short of the complete
extinction of the Tibetan personality. No justifica-
tion for these harsh and coercive measures can be
advahced ,;by anyone who sincerely believes in the
11 Asian-African Conference, Bandung, 1955.
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of their votes on agenda item 80 (Question.of Algeria)
are not yet present in the Assembly hall. I suggest
that we resume our discussion of item 83 (Question
of Tibet), after which we shall take up item 80.
It was so deoided.

AG EN DA ITE.M 83
Question of Tibet (concluded)*

11. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): The
General Assembly now resumes the general debate
on this item. We shall hear those speakers who
placed their names on the list at the last meeting and
who have nocyet had an opportunity to speak. I call
upon the representative of the Soviet Union.
12. Mr. ROSHCHIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics) (translated from Russian): As the representa-
tive of the Soviet Union, who was to speak on this
question, has not arrived yet, I would ask you to
postpone the discussion of the question to a later
stage of this meeting of the General Assem.bly.

•
13. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): To
avoid any loss of time, I shall give the floor, pending
th" arrival of the representative of the Soviet Union,
to the other speakers on the list who are prepared to
speak. I call upon the represemtative of New Zealand.
- 14. Mr. CORNER (New Zealand): In order to shorten
the time of this debate by reducing the number of
spea.kers, I have heen askf,)d to associate Australia
with 'New Zealand in the remarks which I am. now
going to make.
15. More than two years have now passed since a
mass insurrection of the Tibetan people was crushed
by Chinese communist armies. The Tibetan Govern-
ment, together with large numbers of its citizens
drawn from all ranks and ages, was forced to abandon
its capital and flee into exile. The appeals of this
Government, reinforced by the authoritative findings
of the International Commission of Jurists, gave un-
deniable proof that human rights in Tibet were being
systematically violated.
16. In recognition of this, the General Assembly at
its fourteenth session reaffirmed the autonomy tradi-
tionally enjoyed by the Tibetan people and called for
the protection of their fundamental human rights
[resolution 1353 (XIV)]. This declaration however,
was defied. The Assembly's call was not heeded then,
nor, to judge from recent reports of refugeest)s it
being heeded now.
17. It may thus be argued, as it also was in 1959,
that to consider the question of Tibet is pointless,
that nothing the General Assembly can say or do will
have the lea,st effect in alleviating the persecution of
the Tibetan people. This is not the view of New Zea-
land. As my Prime Minister stated last month, it is
a matter of profound regret to my Government that
the Chinese authorities should have failed to heed the
Assembly's appeal in 1959, but I am strongly of the
view that the United Nations should not, on this
account, allow its attention to be div9rted from the
tragic plight of the Tibetan people. true, has
been suggested, that it is not in the s power
to impose a solution which will safeguard Tibetan
rights and liberties. We may also douht whether the
Chinese communist authorities will respond to a new
*Resumed from the 1084th meeting.

appeal from world opinion any more than they did to
the last one. This, however, is not a justification for
silence. A violation of human rights on the scale
which has occurred, and is still occurring, cannot be
ignored by the United Nations without diminishing its
own stature and prestige. The issue with which we

.'. are concerned is not a between States, nor an
ideological bickering. between blocs. It transcends
political problems to become a human one, an affront
to man's essential dignity, expressed in his right to
lead his life according to his own convictions. For
this reason we feel that no doubts can be entertained
about the Assembly's competence, and indeed duty,
to keep the matter within its purview.
18. It seems hardly relevant to analyse the legal

Tibet, to which even its conquerors paid
lip service. We all lcnow, as a matter of historical
record, that it possessed and exercised through
treaties and other agreements most of the attributes
of sovereignty. But that is not the real issue. Human
rights, religious and cultural freedom are surely to
be protected without regard to the legal status of a
people. No one would argue that colonial or non-self-
governing peoples are beyondreaoh of the Assem-
bly's vigilant concern for human rights. Indeed, the
weak and the unprotected are precisely those who
most need it. It has been our view for many years
that when human rights are violated on so flagrant,
fundamental and systematic a scale the Assembly has
a positive obligation to involve itseIf in the problem.
This applies to ev.cmts in Tibet as it does to those in
Africa, Hungary or anywhere else.
19. Nor can it be justly argued that because the
Chinese People's F;epublic is not a member of this
Organization it cannot be expected to heed any appeal
from the Gene!'al Assembly. It would be strange if

of this Organization permitted any
State to flout the accepted rules of international
behaviour, ,to smash with a mailed fist through the
thin cl'ust of decency which generations of
human minds have laboured to create. and inter-
national law to safeguard. At any rate, the Chinese
communist authorities have themselves accepted the
authority of the international community.
20. At the· Bandung Conference in 1955 Jj they gave
their full support to a declaration which reaffirmed
the fundamental principles of human rights, as set
forth in the Charter and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. They also affirmed, only a year before
the Tibetan uprising began, that the subjection of
peoples to alien subjugation, domination and exploita-
tion constitutes a denial of human rights,
is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations, and
is an impediment to the promotion of world peace
and co-operation. In defiance of the very principles
which they then affirmed, the Chinese communist
authorities are now purSUing a policy of force and
intimidation, the victims of which are a small nation
whose citizens stand to lose not only their individual
liberties but also their very eXistence as an ancient
and distinctive people. The evidence of the tens of
thousands of who have fled from Tibet is
that their native political, social and even religious'
institutions are being methodically eradicated, and
there is no sign of any intention short of the complete
extinction of the Tibetan personality. No justifica-
tion for these harsh and coercive measures can be
advahced ,;by anyone who sincerely believes in the
11 Asian-African Conference, Bandung, 1955.
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self-determination of peoples. Though it seemed to
outsiders a strange and long-sequestered theocracy,
Tibetan sooiety was a contented one which jealously
preserved its customs, There was no case of a popu...
lar uprising in Tibet before that which Iastedtrom
1956 to 1959. Can anyone deny that it sprang from an
unwarranted and tyrannous interference with their
traditional ways?
21. The resistance of the Tibetan people broke into
openwarfare, but though thtshas been put down there
is no evidence of opposition being diminished or hu-
man liberties restored. If the flow of refugees has
this year lessened somewhat it is a fact which the
East Berlin wall has taught us to attribute to im-
proved methods of frontier control rather than to a
change of heart among the people. In such circum-
stances, and these facts are well attested, the Gen-
eral Assembly cannot fail to reaffirmwith the strong-
est emphasis its adherence to the principles set out
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This
may not move the heart, or change the behaviour,
of the Chinese authorities, although we still pray
sincerely that it will, but even without such immedi-
ate or dramatic results it will serve to indicate the
human concern and moral authority of the nations
assembled here. It will proclaim the high standards
set by this Organization and give some small recog-
nition and encouragement to the Tibetan people.
22. Faced with a problem such as this, it is better
to state the issues firmly than to stand in helpless
silence. If we can do no more we must do no less.
23. Mr.' CERNIK (Czechoslovakia): We are witnes-
sing once again an attempt to impose upon us, at
least at the conclusion of the sixteenth session of the
General Assembly, the debate on the non-existent
question of Tibet. The Czechoslovak delegation most
resolutely protests such a procedure, aimed as it is
at the poisoning of the atmosphere at this session, at
the aggravation of the international situation, and at
the intensification of the cold war.
24. The inclusion in the agenda of, and the debate on,
this non-existent question in the forum of the Uzdted
Nations is detrimental to the prestige of our Organi-
zation and represents an inadmissible and flagrant
violation of the Charter of the United Nations and of
the sovereign rights of a state ,Member of the United
Nations. Oonsequently; the adoption of resolution 1353
(XIV) at the fourteenth session of the GeneralAssem-
bly was illegitimate and invalid.
25. It is very deplorable that two Asian countries
should have resorted to the requirement of including
the so-called question of Tibet in the agenda. They
should not forget that by so doing they contributed
neither to world peace nor to their own interests.
They assumed only the ignorable role of assistants
to the aggressive imperialist forces which organize
provocations against the socialist countries and other
peaceful forces all over the world.
26. It is a well-known fact that since time imme-
morial Tibet has been an inseparable part of China.
We understand that some people dislike the fact that
the Chinese people liberated themselves from co-
lonial and imperialist supremacy and that the imperi-
alists in China and subsequently in the Tibetan region
were driven from their :positions and expelled by the
people. That is a historic faot which can be changed
by no one, particularly by the forces whioh tried to
do so in Tibet in 1959. As is, well known, an anti-

government rebellion of the t#actionary feudal and
slavers' olique was inspired with the direot assist-
ance of the foreign imperialist forces. The objective
of this conspiracy was to cause Tibet to secede from
the People's Republic of China and to change it into
a base for the imperialists' aggressive policy against
the People's Republic of China. The rebellion of the
reactionary clique was very quickly and :resolutely
liquidated. No one could expect the people of Tibet
to support a group of feudaltsts and slavers who for
centuries had held it in unimaginable subjugation and
oppression. In Tibet a road was .opened toward the
liquidation of the medieval condttions which for
centuries had prevailed there-llnder:the rule of the
reactionary circles which today are described by
some delegations as the representatives of the Ti-
betan people.
27. The fiasco of the rebe-llion. together with the"
fact that the Government of the Peopleta Republic of
China was uncompromisingly supported by the over-
whelming majority of the Tibetan population, caused
fury and dtsappetntment among the foreign advocates
and allies of the Tibetan feudaltsts, the forces of
international reaction, headed by the United
which were, raging over the failure of their plans to
weaken China and which were deprived of the pos-
sibility of re-occupying a part of China's territories
for use in their aggressive acts against the People's
Republic of China unleashed a frantic campaign
of' slanders and provocations against the Chinese
Government, They brought forward hypocritical fabri-
cations Ion the so-called suppression of human rights
and the violation of the traditional forms of Ufe of
the Tibetan people, and they demanded that the United
Nations help restore those so-called tradlttonal forms
in Tibet. That is a very dangerous road on which the
imperialists and their allies try to manoeuvre the
United Nations. The General Assembly and the States
Members of the United Nations should most reso-
lutely denounce these dangerous attempts which are
detrimental to the United Nations and which
decline of its prestige.
28. In the slanderous campaign against the Govern-
ment of the People's Republic of China there partici-
pates also a so-called investigating committee of
international jurists. The participation of this com-
mittee was, as is well known, instigated by intiiuential
reactionary circles in the United States concerning
which the representative of the United States, as he
demonstrated by his to
be sowell informed.. This is not the first time that the .
enemies of soctaltsm have tried to impress world
public opinion by introducing reports of various
groups of scientists who unfortunately are not serving
the cause of progress but rather the interest of world
reaction. In the statement of the representative of the
United States [1084th meettng], in which he praised
the of the so-called International Commission
of Jurists, he openly reflected the hatred of these
enemiesof)3,Qcialism notJmly in the United Sta1;,esbut
all oyer the world. All those who hypocritically shed
tears over the alleged suppression of human rights
and the violation of traditional forms of life of the
Tibetan people, and who demand that the religious
and civic freedoms be restored, are attemptmg, in
fact, to bring about a return of the feudalists and
slavers who for centuries kept the-people of Tibet in
subjugation and poverty•.
29. The campaign launched by the reactionary circles
headed by the United States against the Peor;>lets Re-
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self-determination of peoples. Though it seemed to
outsiders a strange and long-sequestered theocracy,
Tibetan sooiety was a oontented one which jealously
preserved its oustoms. There was no case of a popu...
lar uprising in Tibet before that which lastedtrom
1956 to 1959. Can anyone deny that it sprang from an
unwarranted and tyrannous interference with their
traditional ways?
21. The resistance of the Tibetan people broke into
open warfare, but though this'has been put down there
is no evidence of opposition being diminished or hu-
man liberties restored. If the flow of refugees has
this year lessened somewhat it is a fact which the
East Berlin wall has taught us to attribute to im-
proved methods of frontier control rather than to a
change of heart among the people. In such circum-
stances, and these facts are well attested, the Gen-
eral Assembly cannot fail to reaffirmwith the strong-
est emphasis its adherence to the principles set out
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This
may not move the heart, or change the behaviour,
of the Chinese authorities, although we still pray
sincerely that it will, but even without such immedi-
ate or dramatic results it will serve to indicate the
human concern and moral authority of the nations
assembled here. It will proclaim the high standards
set by this Organization and give some sml\ll recog-
nition and encouragement to the Tibetan people.
22. Faced with a problem such as this, it is better
to state the issues firmly than to stand in helpless
silence. If we can do no more we must do no less.
23. Mr.' CERNIK (Czechoslovakia): We are witnes-
sing once again an attempt to impose upon us, at
least at the conclusion of the sixteenth session of the
General Assembly, the debate on the non-existent
question of Tibet. The Czechoslovak delegation most
resolutely protests such a procedure, aimed as it is
at the poisoning of the atmosphere at this session, at
the aggravation of the international situation, and at
the intensification of the cold war.
24. The inclusion in the agenda of, and the debate on,
this non-existent question in the forum of the Uzdted
Nations is detrimental to the prestige of our Organi-
zation and represents an inadmissible and flagrant
violation of the Charter of the United Nations and of
the sovereign rights of a state ,Member of the United
Nations. Consequently,· the adoption of resolution 1353
(XIV) at the fourteenth session of the GeneralAssem-
bly was illegitimate and invalid.
25. It is very deplorable that two Asian countries
should have resorted to the requirement of including
the so-called question of Tibet in the agenda. They
should not forget that by so doing they contributed
neither to world peace to their own interests.
They assumed only the ignorable role of assistants
to the aggressive imperialist forces which organize
provocations against the socialist countries and other
peaceful forces all over the world.
26. It is a well-Imown fact that since time imme-
morial Tibet has been an inseparable part of China.
We understand that some people dislike the fact that
the Chinese people liberated themselves from co-
lonial and imperialist supremacy and that the imperi-
alists in China and subsequently in the Tibetan region
were driven from their :positions and expelled by the
people. That is a historic faot which can be changed
by no one, particularly by the forces whioh tried to
do so in Tibet in 1959. As is, well known, an anti-

government rebellion of the t#actionary feudal and
slavers' olique was inspired with the direot assist-
ance of the foreign imperialist forces. The objective
of this conspiracy was to cause Tibet to secede from
the People's Republic of China and to chat;\ge it into
a base for the imperialists' aggressive policy against
the People's Republic of China. The rebellion of the
reactionary clique was very quickly and :resolutely
liquidated. No one could expect the people of Tibet
to support a group of fettdalists and slavers who for
centuries had held it in unimaginable subjugation and
oppression. In Tibet a road was ,opened toward the
liquidation of the medieval conditiqns which for
centuries had prevailed there-llnder:the rule of the
reactionary circles which today are described by
some delegations as the representatives of the Ti-
betan people.
27. The fiasco of the rebe-llion. together with the"
faot that the Government of the People9s Republic of
China was uncompromisingly supported by the over-
whelmifig majority of the Tibetan population, caused
fury and among the foreign advocates
and allies of the Tibetan feudalists. the forct:}s of
international reaction, headed by the United
which were, raging over the failure of their plans to
weaken China and which were deprived of the pos-
sibility of re-occupying a part of China's territories
for use in their aggressive acts against the People's
Republic of China unleashed a frantic campaign
of' slanders and provocations against the Chinese
Governw-ent. They brought forward hypocritical fabri-
cations Ion the so-called suppression of human rights
and the violation of the traditional forms of Ufe of
the Tibetan people, and they demanded that the United
Nations help restore those
in Tibet. That is a very dangerous road on which the
imperialists and their allies try to manoeuvre the
United Nations. The General Assembly and the States
Members of the United Nations should most reso-
lutely denounce these dangerous attempts which are
detrimental to the United Nations and which
decline of its prestige.
28. In the slanderous campaign against the Govern-
ment of the People's Republic of China there partici-
pates also a so-called investigating committee of
international jurists. The participation of this com-
mittee was, as is well known, instigated by intiiuential
reactionary circles in the United States concerning
which the representative of the United States, as he
demonstrated by his to
be sowell informed.. This is not the first time that the .
enemies of socialism· have tried to impress world
public opinion by introducing reports of various
groups of scientists who unfortunately are not serving
the cause of progress but rather the interest of world
reaction. In the state.ment of the representative of the
United States [1084th meetingl, in which he praised
the of the so-called International Commission
of Jurists, he openly reflected the hatred of these
enemiesof)3,Qcialism notJmly in the United Sta1;,esbut
all oyer the world. All those who hypocritically
tears over the alleged suppression of human rights
and the violation of traditional forms of life of the
Tibetan people, and who demand that the religious
and civic freedoms bl:) restored, are in
fact, to bring about a return of the feudalists and
slavers who for centuries kept the-cpeople of Tibet in
subjugation and poverty•.
29. The campaign launched by the reactionary circles
headed by the United States against the Peor;>lets Re-
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public of China cannot halt the democratic process
which began in Tibet after the liquidation of the
rebellion in 1959. Since that time the people of Tibet
have made enormous progress, progress which would
have been unthinkable during the rule of the feudal-
ists. The feudal serf system has been eradicated in
more than 90 per cent of the territory of Tibet and
the land has been given to those who till it. Demo-
cratic freedoms and rights of the population have
been restored all over Tibet. Now for the first time
religious freedom is fully ensured and religious life
is developing in conditions far more favourable than
ever in the past. The feudal r6gime of exploitation
and oppression has been aradicated in the monas-
teries, which now can serve only and solely for reli-
gious purposes. The well-known Potala Palace in
Lhasa which, according to articles writtenbyWestern
journalists, had been burnt, dominates the panorama
of Lhasa. Only beggars, slaves and conceited feudal-
ists have disappeared.
30 The economy of Tibet has been developed in all
fib ..... J. In the country where there was practically no
indus ..rial production, today small industrial enter-
prises have appeared which provide the Tibetan
farmers with equipment. The local people's authori-
ties have furnished the farmers with over a million
pieces of agricultural equipment and machinery.
31. In the field of culture there has occurred a
significant and important development. The main
emphasis has been laid upon the liquidation of illiter-
acy and the development of education. For example,
in Lhasa, the capital, out of every ten persons,
approximately nine were illiterate. Today there are
new schools and centres in which thousands of young
and old Tibetans are learning to read and write.
32. One hundred and twenty new hospitals and medi-
cal centres of various types, which had not existed
at all in Tibet under the feudal rulers, have been
built. Only since the liberation has the development
of medical care been possible.
33. People in Tibet who only a few years ago served
as slaves in palaces and monasteries, are today
members of local governing bodies and share in the
administration of the country.
34. Today, the Tibetan people do not need advocates.
Today, when the country is moving upon the road of
free development, hypocritical interest in Tibet on
the part of tmperdaltst circles does not represent
anything other than a flagrant interference in the
internal affairs of the People's Republic of China.
35. This course of action represents an attempt to'
defame the People's Republic of China before public
opinion, to disrupt the solidarity of the Asian coun-
tries and to undermine the friendly co-operation of
the People's Republtc of China with other Astan coun-
t.des, which has been successfully developed in spite
of all the hostile intrigues of the imperialists.
36. The so-caned question of Tibet which was en-
forced in the agenda of the General Assembly is a
fabricated imperialist provocation which does not
belong to the United Nations at all. The objectives
of this provocative question are quite evident. It is
ignoble for our Organization to consider this slander.
The Czechoslovak delegation most resolutely opposes
this interference in the internal affairs of the People's
Republic of China. At the same time, it rejects the
attempts to misuse the United Nations for aims which
are contrary to the Charter of the United Nations.

For this reason the Czechoslovak delegation rejects
the draft resolution which is before the Assembly
[A/L.376] and will vote against it.

37. Mr. KASEMSRI (Thailand): It is with a profound
sense of moral duty that my delegation has had the
honour, in conjunction with the Federation of Malaya,
to request [A/4848] the Incluston the question of
Tibet in the agenda of the sixteenth session of the
General Assembly. It is with a clear conscience that
the Thai delegation welcomes the approval by the
General Assembly, of the General Committee's
recommendation that the Tibetan question be put once
more on the agenda of the current session and dis-
cussed directly in plenary meeting. This significant
decision, which was supported by forty-eight coun-
tries and opposed by only fourteen votes, portends a
sympathettc support which the bulk of the Members
of this Organization are prepared to give to this
humanitarian aspect of the issues involving the very
existence of the innocent people of Tibet.

38. In support of the draft resolution which my dele-
gation is co-sponsorIng with the delegations of El
Salvador', the Federation of Malaya and the Republic
of Ireland [A/L.376], I wish to recall certain facts
and basic principles. It may be recalled that at the
fourteenth session, after long discussion, .the General
Assembly adopted resolution 1353 (XIV) calling for
respect for the fundamental human rights of the
Tibetan people and for their distinctive cultural and
religious life. It is a matter of regret that despite the
solemn appeal contained in that resolution, the funda-
mental human rights of the Tibetan people continue
to be systematically disregarded and flagrantly vio-
lated, and that the situation in Tibet today remains
a source of common concern.
39. Since the resolution was adopted there' has been
no sign of improvement in respect for the human
rights and fundamental freedoms embodied in the
Charter of the United Nations and in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. On the contrary, the
cultural and religious life of the Tibetan people con-
tinues to be destroyed. Reports coming out of Tibet
confirm the fact that in Tibet the fighting is still
going on today, that thousands of Tibetans are dying
as a result of forced labour under inhuman conditions
on 1s, airfields and military barracks, and that
the imposed r6gime has paid no heed to the appeal of
the United Nations.
40. What is perhaps most alarming and should be
emphasized here is the attempt on the part of the
current in Tibet to put an end once and for all
to the ancient religious practices and institutions of
Tibet and to allow only an invisible degree of freedom
of religious belief which would be compatible with the
Chinese version of socialism. The collision between
Buddhism and dialectic materialism on ideological
grounds alone is apparently enough. The statements
by Tibetan refugees themselves revealed the extent
of that collision and the method used by the ruling
Power to achieve what has been termed "socialist
transformation" .
41. There has been clear evidence of a systematic
design to destroy religious belief in Tibet. A variety
of methods have been used, varying from propaganda
to arrests and forced labour, and the result has been
the large-scale elimination of religious life and wor-
ship in Tibet. In particular, monasteries and their
inhabitants have been secularized. The landed pro-
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public of China cannot halt the democratic process
which began in Tibet .after the liquidation of the
rebellion in 1959. Since that time the people of Tibet
have made enormous progress, progress which would
have been unthinkable during the rule of the feudal-
ists. The feudal serf system has been eradicated in
more than 90 per cent of the territory of Tibet and
the land has been given to those who till it. Demo-
cratic freedoms and rights of the popUlation have
been restored all over Tibet. Now for the first time
religious freedom is fully ensured and religious life
is developing in conditions far more favourable than
ever in the past. The feudal r6gime of exploitation
and oppression has been Bradicated in the monas-
teries, which now serve only and solely for reli-
gious purposes. The well-known Potala Palace in
Lhasa which, according to articles writtenbyWestern
journalists, had been burnt, dominates the panorama
of Lhasa. Only beggars, slaves and conceited feudal-
ists have disappeared.
30 The economy of Tibet has been developed in all
fib ..... J. In the country where there was practically no
indus ..rial production, today small industrial enter-
prises have appeared which provide the Tibetan
farmers with equipment. The local people's authori-
ties have furnished the farmers with over a million
pieces of agricultural equipment and machinery.
31. In the field of culture there has occurred a
significant and important development. The main
emphasis has been laid upon the liquidation of illiter-
acy and the development of education. For example,
in Lhasa, the capital, out of every ten persons,
approximately nine were illiterate. Today there are
new schools and centres in which thousands of young
and old Tibetans are learning to read and write.
32. Ont;} hundred a:n.d twenty new hospitals and medi-
cal centres of various types, which had not existed
at all in Tibet under the feudal rulers, have been
built. Only since the liberation has the development
of medical care been possible.
33. People in Tibet who only a few years ago se'l'ved
as slaves in palaces and monasteries, are today
members of local governing bodies and share in the
administration of the country.
34. Today, the Tibetan people do not need advocates.
Today, when the country is moving upon the road of
free development, hypocritical interest in Tibet on
the part of '\mperialist circles does not represent
anything other than a flagrant interference in the
internal affairs of the People's Republic of China.
35. This course of action represents an attempt to'
defame the People's Republic of China before public
opinion, to disrupt the solidarity of the Asian coun-
tries and to undermine the friendly co-operation of
the People's RepubUc of China with other Asiancoun-
t.des, which has been successfully developed in spite
of all the hostile intrigues of the imperialists.
36. The so-caned question of Tibet which was en-
forced in the agenda of the General Assembly is a
fabricated imperialist provocation which does not
belong to the United Nations at all. The objectives
of this provocative question are quite evident. It is
ignoble for our Organization to consider this slander.
The Czechoslovak delegation m,)st resolutely opposes
this interference in the internal affairs of the People's
Republic of China. At the same time, it rejects the
attempts to misuse the United Nations for aims which
are contrary to the Charter of the United Nations.

For this reason the Czechoslovak delegation rejects
the draft resolution which is before the Assembly
[A/L.376] and will vote against it.

37. Mr. KASEMSRI (Thailand): It is with a profound
sense of moral duty that my delegation has had the
honour, in conjunction with the Federation of Malaya,
to request [A/4848] the inclnsion the question of
Tibet in the agenda of the sixteenth session of the
General Assembly. It is with a clear conscience that
the Thai delegation welcomes the approval by the
General Assembly, of the General Committee's
recommendation that the Tibetan question be put once
more on the agenda of the current session and dis-
cussed directly in plenary meeting. This significant
decision, which was supported by forty-eight coun-
tries and opposed by only fourteen votes, portends a
Jympathetic support which the bulk of the Members
of this Organization are prepared to give to this
humanitarian aspect of the issues involving the very
existence of the innocent people of Tibet.

38. In support of the draft resolution which my dele-
gation is co-sponsoring with the delegations of El
Salvador', the Federation of Malaya and the Republic
of Ireland [A/L.376], I wish to recall certain facts
and basic principles. It may be recalled that at the
fourteenth session, after long discussion, .the General
Assembly adopted rE:;solution 1353 (XIV) calling for
respect for the fundamental human rights of the
Tibetan people and for their distinctive cultural and
religious life. It is a matter of regret that despite the
solemn appeal contained in that resolution, the funda-
mental human rights of the Tibetan people continue
to be systematically disregarded and flagrantly vio-
lated, and that the situation in Tibet today remains
a source of common concern.
39. Since the resolution was adopted there' has been
no sign of improvement in respect for the human
rights and fundamental freedoms embodied in the
Charter of the United Nations and in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. On the contrary, the
cultural and religious life of the Tibetan people con-
tinues to be destroyed. Reports coming out of Tibet
confirm the fact that in Tibet the fighting is still
going on today, that thousands of Tibetans are dying
as a result of forced labour under inhuman conditions
on 1s, airfields and military barracks, and that
the imposed r6gime has paid no heed to the appeal of
the United Nations.
40. What is perhaps most alarming and should be
emphasized here is the attempt on the part of the
current in Tibet to put an end once and for all
to the ancient religious practices and institutions of
Tibet and to allow only an invisible degree of freedom
of religious belief which would be compatible with the
Chinese version of socialism. The collision between
Buddhism and dialectic materialism on ideological
grounds alone is apparently enough. The statements
by Tibetan refugees themselves revealed the extent
of that collision and the method used by the ruling
Power to achieve what has been termed "socialist
transformation" .
41. There has been clear evidence of a systematic
design to destroy religious belief in Tibet. A variety
of methods have been used, varying from propaganda
to arrests and forced labour, and the result has been
the large-scale elimination of religious life and wor-
ship in Tibet. In particular, monasteries and their
inhabitants have been secularized. The landed pro-
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pertY of monasteries have necessarily suffered from
socialist transformation.
42. Among the statements submitted to the Legal
Inquiry Committee on Tibet, a large number recount
acts and statements by the ruling Power which indi-
cated a general design to destroy religious belief in
Tibet. Some vividly recalled the stripping of religious
images and various other acts of sacrileges in the
monasteries, while others give an account of how
Buddhist temples have been converted into barracks
and armories. Lamas and monks have beenpersuaded
and compelled to marry, and in many cases forced
to leave monasteries and to engage in manual work.
The monasteries as centres of devotion and worship
have been closed.
43. The evidence produced in the report submitted
by the Legal Inquiry Committee on Tibet to the Inter-
national Commission of Jurists Y leaves no room for
doubt as to the ultimate aim of the activities in ran-
sacking the monasteries. Calling upon lamas to per-
form superhuman feats or otherwise exposing them
to ridicul was an important part of the plan to break:
their religious life. They have also been compelled
to perform acts contrary to their religion and to the
dictates of their conscience.
44. It may also be mentioned that tb-a type of work in
which leading religious figures were engaged was of
the most menial and in the circumstances of the most
humiliating character. In the light of these facts the
proper inference is that the imposition of forced
labour and forced marriages was for the purpose of
breaking the religious faith of those in religious
orders arid of those accustomed to look to them as
exalted examples.
45. In this connexion, I wish to quote from the pre-
liminary report entitled "The Question of Tibet and
the Rule of Law" , prepared and published by the
International Commission of Jurists:

"On the basis of the available evidence it would
seem difficult to recall a case in which ruthless
suppression of man's essential dignity has been
more systematically and efficiently carried out.
Whether one hangs these particular facts on to
particular legal pegs does not matter. The pegs of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, what-
ever its exact legal scope, express a basic common
understanding of civilized behaviour. There is evi-
dence that the canons of that civilized behaviour
have been systematically violated."..Y
The important point to be emphasized here is that
this bleak picture of human suffering has not changed
and the repression continues unabated.
46. Besides flagrant violations of human rights,
there is also evidence that the ruling power in Tibet
has committed or at least has attempted to commit
genocide which is the gravest crime known to the
laws of nations. There has been widespread killing
of Budd.'list monks and lamas and, on an even wider
scale, wanton killing of innocent people in Tibet,
Includfng indiscriminate air attacks and deliberate
shootings of Tibetans who were in no way engaged in
hostilities. There is also evidence of forcible mass
deportation of Tibetan children to China for denation-
11 International Commtssicn of Jurists. Tibet and the Chinese
People's Republic-a Report to the International Commission of Jurists
.by its Legal Inquiry Committee on Tibet (Geneva. 1960).
y Ibid., The Question of Tibet and the Rule of Law (Geneva. 1959),
p.59.

alization and 'in order to indoctrinate them to revolt
against their own culture, traditions and religion,
which is directly contrary to the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
of 1948.
47. This problem is a matter of deep concern to all
of us here in this Organization, and the responsibility
rests with us to cope with this serious problem. I
wish to refer to the exact words of the International
Commission of Jurists in this matter:

"The Commission therefore earnestly hopes that
this matter" the problem of genocide in Tibet "will
be taken up by the United Nations. For what at the
moment appears to be attempted genocide may be-
come the full act of genocide unless prompt and
adequate action is taken. The life of Tibet and the
lives of the Tibet!lns may be at stake, and some-
where there must be sufficient moral strength left
in the world to seek the truth through the world's
highest international organ.".Y .

48. These violations of human rights are matters of
daily occurrence in Tibet. Tibetan refugees, in in-
creasing number, continue to leave their homesteads
and wander in search of shelter in neighbouring coun-
tries. The figure has now reached a total of 75,000.
I am convinced that the representatives who are
assembled here today share the view that the Tibetan
question is by no means an artificial issue. We are
merely concerned with the fact that the unfortunate
people of Tibet are still being suppressed on a mass
scale. In good conscience, how can we possibly close
our eyes to the plight and suffering of the Tibetan
people and remain indifferent to the flagrant viola-
tions of their traditional liberties and creed? Viola-
tions of fundamental human rights, wherever they are
committed, is.a matter which cannot and should not
escape the attention of the world.
49. The tragedy that is oonttnutng in Tibet affects
the basic principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and therefore must be of particular concern
to all freedom-loving nations. It is the conviction of
my delegation that the General Assembly has not only
the power conferred upon it by the Charter but also
the obligation and the duty to address, itself once
again to this question.
50. There has been much stress in the Assemblyon
the right of all peoples to self-determination. At this
session the Assembly has adopted resolution 1654
(XVI), which my delegation has the honcur to co-
sponsor, a resolution which calls for the immediate
implementation of the Declaration to end all forms
of colonialism and its manifestations and to grant
independence to all subjugated countries and peoples. .
My delegation therefore ventures to hope, and even
to expect, that the four-Power draft resolution on the
question of Tibet, which is now before us, will re-
ceive the Assembly's approval, and that no State will
allow itself to act in this particular instance against
its own conviction, or even in disregard of its own
conscience, by opposing the present draft resolution.
To do so, would be tantamount to denying to the
Tibetan people the very right that has been advocated
for all. To do so, would be to destroy what little hope
and faith the Tibetan people might still have for the
protection of their fundamental human rights, of their
distinctive cultural and religious life,and for the
restoration of the autonomy which they have tradi-
tionally enjoyed.
j/ Ibid., p, 71.
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pertY of monasteries have necessarily suffered from
socialist transformation.
42. Among the statements sl1bmitted to the Legal
Inquiry Committee on Tibet, a large number recount
acts and statements by the ruling Power which indi-
cated a general design to destroy religious belief in
Tibet. Some vividly recalled the stripping of religious
images and various other acts of sacrileges in the
monasteries, while others give an account of how
Buddhist temples have been converted into barracks
and armories. Lamas and monks have beenpersuaded
and compelled to marry, and in many cases forced
to monasteries and to engage in manual work.
The monasteries as centres of devotion and worship
have been closed.
43. The evidence produced in the report submitted
by the Legal Inquiry Committee on Tibet to the Inter-
national Commission of Jurists Y leaves no room for
doubt as to the ultimate aim of the activities in ran-
sacking the monasteries. Calling upon lamas to per-
form superhuman feats or otherwise exposing them
to ridicul was an important part of the plan to break:
their religious life. They have also been compelled
to perform acts contrary to their religion and to the
dictates of their conscience.
44. It may also be mentioned that tb-a type of work in
which leading religious figures were engaged was of
the most menial and in the circumstances of the most
humiliating character. In the light of these facts the
proper inference is that the imposition of forced
labour and forced marriages was for the purpose of
breaking the religious faith of those in religious
orders arid of those accustomed to look to them as
exalted examples.
45. In this connexion, I wish to quote from the pre-
liminary report entitled "The Question of Tibet and
the Rule of Law", prepared and published by the
International Commission of Jurists:

"On the basis of the available evidence it would
seem difficult to recall a case in which ruthless
suppression of man's essential dignity has been
more systematically and efficiently carried out.
Whether one hangs these particular facts on to
particular legal pegs does not matter. The pegs of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, what-
ever its exact legal scope, express a basic common
understanding of civilized behaviour. There is evi-
dence that the canons of that civilized behaviour
have be,en systematically violated."..Y

'I'he important point to be emphasized here is that
this bleak picture of human suffering has not changed
and the repression continues unabated.
46. Besides flagrant violations of human rights,
there is also evidence that the ruling power in Tibet
has committed or at least has attempted to commit
genocide which is the gravest crime known to the
laws of nations. There has been widespread killing
of Budd.'list monks and lamas and, on an even wider
s(Jale, wanton killing of innocent people in Tibet,
inclUding indiscriminate air attacks and deliberate
shootings of Tibetans who were in no way engaged in
hostilities. There is also evidence of forcible mass
deportation of Tibetan children to China for denation-
11 International Cqmmission of Jurists. Tibet and the Chinese
People's Republic-a Report to the International Commission of Jurists
.by its Legal Inquiry Committee on Tibet (Geneva. 1960).
y Ibid., The Question of Tibet and the Rule of Law (Geneva. 1959),
p.59.

alization a:nd 'in order to indoctrinate them to revolt
against their own culture, traditions and religion,
which is directly contrary to the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
of 1948.
47. This problem is a matter of deep concern to all
of us here in this Organization, and the responsibility
rests with us to cope with this serious problem. I
wish to refer to the exact words of the International
Commission of Jurists in this matter:

"The Commission therefore earnestly hopes that
this matter" the problem of genocide in Tibet "will
be taken up by the United Nations. For what at the
moment appears to be attempted genocide may be-
come the full act of genocide unless prompt and
adequate action is taken. The life of Tibet and the
lives of the Tibet!lns may be at stake, and some-
where there must be sufficient moral strength left
in the world to seek the truth through the world's
highest international organ.".Y .

48. These violations of human rights are matters of
daily occurrence in Tibet. Tibetan refugees, in in-
creasing number, continue to leave their homesteads
and wander in search of shelter in neighbouring coun-
tries. The figure has now reached a total of 75,000.
I am convinced that the representatives who are
assembled here today share the view that the Tibetan
question is by no means an artificial issue. We are
merely concerned with the fact that the unforturtate
people of Tibet are still being suppressed on a mass
scale. In good conscience, how can we possibly close
our ey('s to the plight and suffering of the Tibetan
people and remain indifferent to the flagrant viola-
tions of their traditional liberties and creed? Viola-
tions of fundamental rights, wherever they are
committed, is.a matter which cannot and should not
esca.pe the attention of the world.
49. The tragedy that is continUing in Tibet affects
the basic principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and therefore must be of particular concern
to all freedom-loving nations. It is the conviction of
my delegation that the General Assembly has not only
the power conferred upon it by the Charter but also
the obligation and the duty to address, itself once
again to this question.
50. There has been much stress in the Assemblyon
the right of all peoples to self-determination. At this
session the Assembly has adopted resolution 1654
(XVI), which my delegation has the honciur to co-
sponsor, a resolution which calls for the immediate
implementation of the Declaration to end all forms
of colonialism and its manifestations and to grant
independence to all subjugated countries and peoples. .
My delegation therefore ventures to hope, and even
to expect, that the four-Power draft resolution on the
question of Tibet, which is now before us, will re-
ceive the Assembly's approval, and that no State will
allow itself to act in this particular instance against
its own conviction, or even in disregard of its own
conscience, by opposing the present draft resolution.
To do so, would be tantamou.nt to denying to the
Tibetan people the very right that has been advocated
for all. To do so, would be to destroy what little hope
and faith the Tibetan people might still have for the
protection of their fundamental human rights, of their
distinctive cultural and religious life,and for the
restoration of the autonomy which they have tradi-
tionally enjoyed.
j/ Ibid., p. 71.
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towards the People's Republic of China. However, the
recent debate here on the question of the restoration
of the legal rights of the People's Republic of China
in the United Nations has revealed how great is the
gulf between the statements of United States politi-
cians and their actions.
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51. Once again, may I address an appeal to all
representatives, for the sake of humanity, which we
all cherish, to vote for the draft resolution now be-
fore us [A/L.376].
52. Mr. LAPIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
(translated from Russian): The Soviet delegation has
firmly objected and continues to object, to the United 60. The United States maintains its former imperial-
Nations discussing the so-called question of Tibet. In istic policy of supporting anti-popular reactionary
fact, there is no such question: it is a problem arti- r6gimes, and is still nurturing the hopes that the
ficially created and raised by the ruling circles of terriroty of Great China may be partitioned. That is
certain countries which are interested in maintaining why it is clinging tenaciously to the so-called "Ques-
at all costs the cold war and tension in international tion of Tibet" and trying to use the United Nations as
relations. an instrument of its bankrupt policy.
53. The whole world is aware of the true nature of 61. Representatives of the United States shedding
the events which took place in March 1959 in the crocodile tears here about the alleged violation of
Tibetan region of the Peoplets Republic of China, and human rights in Tibet, the suppression of liberty,
which are now being used as a pretext for discussion. etc. But in actual fact it is the popular revolution in
A handful of feudal serf-owners incited by inter- China and the democratic reforms introduced in
national reactionary elements, started an armed Tibet which, for the first time in Tibetan history, has
rebellion against the legitimate Government of China. given the population human rights and freedoms.
The purpose of the rebellion was to maintain a
reactionary regime in Tibet and with its help to 62. One cannot but feel indignant at the fact that the
create on the territory of Tibet a base for a struggle role of the defenders of rights and freedoms is being
against the People's Republic of China. assumed here by those very people who, everywhere

where it is possible, support the oppressors of free-
54. The Anglo-American colonialists have long dom and sponsor bloody dictatorships. These de-
hankered after Tibet. There is incontrovertible evl- fenders of rights and freedoms recently expressed
dence that the threads of the criminal conspiracy of appreciation of the Spanish dictator, so provoking the
the reactionary Tibetan ruling clique were manipu- indignation even of their own countrymen. The day
lated precisely by them. As far back as 1949, certain before yesterday, in the Security Council, they sup-
circles in the United States promised the representa- ported the Portuguese dictator in his colonial claims
tives of Tibetan reaction military aid for a struggle to a part of Indian territory. They maintain and de-
against the People's Republic of China. fend in the teeth of popular tndignatton, the reaction-
55. We know that the Government of the United ary Government of SouthViet-Nam. These defenders
States has established a centre in the United States of rights have for many years encouraged the dictator
with the object of conducting subversive activity in and executioner, Syngman Rhee, and they are- now
Tibet against the Chinese people and Government. It supporting the fascist military junta in South Korea.
has helped the Tibetan reactionaries by giving them 6.3. With the help of bayonets these champions of
arms and other assistance. To this end the United freedom are maintaining in Taiwan Chang Kaf-shek,
States has made use of Tibetan emtgres. that political corpse who has been rejected and ex-
56. But the rebellion in Tibet did not, and could not, pelled by the Chinese people. The American defend-
have any success; for the population did not support ers of "rights and freedoms" prevented us at our
the reactionaries. The people rose in defence of session from adopting sanctions against the racialists
the legitimate Government-the Government of the of the Republic of South Africa. They have supported
People's Republic of China. In the space of a tew here the impudent claims of Dutch colonialists to
days the rebellion was completely crushed and the West Irian. They have dispatched warships and
conspiracy failed. A new path was opened up for marines to support the dictatorship in the Dominican
Tibet and its people. Republic and are threatening revolutionary Cuba. And
57. The Government of the People's Republic of now here they are today appearing in the role of
China embarked on sweeping democratic and social defenders of the reactionary Tibetan feudal lords.
reforms for the benefit of the working people. 64. Time marches on. The United States has a new
58. That is the gist of what happened in Tibet. Yet Government. Its representatives make new speeches
we are asked here to discuss the so-called "Question about peace and international co-operation, but the
of Tibet"-that is to say, we are asked to do nothing policy of the United States and its actions remain un-
more or less than intervene in the domestic affairs changed. However, we must say that there are fewer
of the People's Republic of China, although we all and fewer people prepared to support this "cold war"
know that the Charter of the United Nations definitely policy.
prohibits any such intervention. Tibet has been, and 65,. The representative of the United States referred
always will be, Chinese territory; this fact cannot be here to the report on Tibet prepared by a group of
disputed by anyone. China is master in its own house ju.rists. But he did not tell us howmuch Mr. McCone's
and no one can interfere with its soveretgn rights and department paid the authors for their slanders against
actions. the People's Republic of China.
59. But the fact is that the United States wiU not 66. Quite recently, the United States Press reported
abandon its aggressive plans against the People's that the Central Intelligence' Agency of the United
Republic of China. It is true that, during the election States pays out hundreds of millions of dollars for
campaign and in their pre-election speeches repre- sabotage and propaganda activities and for the pro-
sentatrves of the United States frequently talked of duction of documents, similar to those which have
their intention to change the policy of their country been cited here by the United States representative.
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towards the People's Republic of China. However, the
recent debate here on the question of the restoration
of the legal rights of the People's Republic of China
in the United Nations has revealed how great is the
gulf between the statements of United States politi-
cians and their actions.

General Assembly - Sixteenth Session - Plenary Meetings._-------------
51. Once again, may I address an appeal to all
representatives, for the of humanity, which we
all cherish, to vote for the draft resolution now be-
fore us [A/L.376].
52. Mr. LAPIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
(translated from Russian): The Soviet delegation has
firmly objected and continues to object, to the United 60. The United States maintains its former imperial-
Nations discussing the so-called question of Tibet. In istic policy of supporting anti-popular reactionary
fact, there is no such question: it is a problem arti- r6gimes, and is still nurturing the hopes that the
ficially created and raised by the rnling circles of terriroty of Great China may be partitioned. That is

countries which are interested in maintaining why it is clinging tenaciously to the so-called "Ques-
at all costs the cold war and tension in international tion of Tibet" and trying to use the United Nations as
relations. an instrument of its bankrupt policy.
53. The whole world is aware of the true nature of 61. Representatives of the United States shedding
the events which took place in March 1959 in the crocodile tears here about the alleged violation of
Tibetan region of the Pa'.>ple's Republic of· China, and human rights in Tibet, the suppression of liberty,
which are now being used as a pretext for discussion. etc. But in actual fact it is the popular revolution in
A handful of feudal serf-owners incited by inter- China and the democratic reforms introduced in
national reactionary elements, started an armed Tibet which, for the first time in Tibetan history, has
rebellion against the legitimate Government of China. given the population human rights and freedoms.
The purpose of the rebellion was to maintain a
reactionary regime in Tibet and with its help to 62. One cannot but feel indignant at the fact that the
create on the territory of Tibet a base for a struggle role of the defenders of rights and freedoms is being
against the People's Republic of China. assumed here by those very people who, everywhere

where it is possible, support the oppressors of free-
54. The Anglo-American colonialists have long dom and sponsor bloody dictatorships. These de-
hankered after Tibet. There is incontrovertible evi- fenders of rights and freedoms recently expressed
dence that the threads of the criminal conspiracy of appreciation of the Spanish dictator, so provoking the
the reactionary Tibetan ruling clique were manipu- indignation even of their own countrymen. The day
lated precisely by them. As far back as 1949, certain before yesterday, in the Security Council, they sup-
circles in the United States promised the representa- ported the Portuguese dictator in his colonial claims
tives of Tibetan reaction military aid for a struggle to a part of Indian territory. They maintain and de-
against the People's Republic of China. fend in the teeth of popular indignatioD., the reaction-
55. We know that the Government of the United ary Government of SouthViet-Nam. These defenders
States has established a centre in the United States of rights have for many years encouraged the dictator
with the object of conducting subversive activity in and executioner, Syngman Rhee, and they are· now
Tibet against the Chinese people and Government. It supporting the fascist military junta in South Korea.
has helped the Tibetan reactionaries by giving them 6.3. With the help of bayonets these champions of
arms and other assistance. To this end the United freedom are maintaining in Taiwan Chang Kai-shel{,
States has made use of Tibetan emigr6s. that political corpse who has been rejected and ex-
56. But the rebellion in Tibet did not, and could pelled by the Chinese people. The American defend-
have any success; for the population did not support el'S of "rights and freedoms" prevented us at our
the reactionaries. The people rose in defence of session from adopting sanctions against the racialists
the legitimate Government-the Government of the of the Republic of South Africa. They have supported
People's Republic of China. In the space of a tdw here the impudent claims of Dutch colonialists to
days the rebellion was completely crushed and the West Irian. They have dispatched warships and
conspiracy failed. A new path was opened up for marines to support the dictatorship in the Dominican
Tibet and its people. Republic and are threatening revolutionary Cuba. And
57. The Government of the People's Republic of now here they are today appearing in the role of
China embarked on sweeping democratic and social defenders of the reactionary Tibetan feudal lords.
reforms for the benefit of the working people. 64. Time marches on. The United States has a new
58. That is the gist of what happened in Tibet. Yet Government. Its representatives make new speeches
we are asked here to discuss the so-called "Question about peace and international co-operation, but the
of Tibet"-that is to say, we are asked to do nothing policy of the United States and its actions remain un-
more or less than intervene in the domestic affairs changed. However, we must say that there are fewer
of the People's Republic of China, although we all and fewer people prepared to support this "cold war"
know that the Charter of the United Nations definitely policy.
prohibits any such intervention. Tibet has been, and 65,. The representative of the United States referred
always will be, Chinese territory; this fact cannot be here to the report on Tibet prepared by a group of
disputed by anyone. China is master in its own house ju.rists. But he did not tell us howmuch Mr. McCone's
and no one can interfere with its sovt:3reign rights and department paid the authors for their slanders against
actions. the People's Republic of China.
59. But the fact is that the United States wiU not 66. Quite recently, the United States Press reported
abandon its aggressive plans against the People's that the Central Intelligence' Agency of the United
Republic of China. It is true that, during the election States pays out hundreds of millions of dollars for
campaign and in their pre-election speeches repre- sabotage and propaganda activities and for the pro-
sentatives of the United States frequently talked of duction of documents, similar to those which have
their intention to change the policy of their country been cited here by the United States representative.
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to the native customs of the Tibetan people. This is
tantamount to arguing vthat discrimination against
Negroes in the United States is best suited to the
national temperament and customs of the Negro
people. No, Ladies and Gentlemen, the feudal and
slave-owning in Tfbet has gone for good. It
has been abolished once and for all. And no amount
of intrigue, no slanders against the People's Republic
of China are going to help you to resuscitate the past.
74. The dawn of a new life has risen over Tibet. In
the interests of the working people of Tibet the
Government of the People's Republic of Chiria has
embarked on a wide programme of social and demo-
cratic reforms. For the first time in Tibetan history,
the peasants have become owners of their own land,
have acquired the right to dispose of the fruits of
their labour: they have won civil and political rights,
which were beyond their dreams under the old.regime,
The Government of the People's R.epublic of China
has abolished the peasants' long-standing debts. The
Government is giving generous assistance to the
Tibetan people in its economic and cultural develop-
ment. Agricultural production is steadily rising, the
acreage under crops is increasing, irrigation works
are being constructed. The wooden plough is. being
increasingly replaced by modern agricultural imple-
ments. Industrial production is also. expanding. The
number of industrial undertakings is on the increase.
It is very typical, for example, that the production of
electrical energy in Tibet has risen 3.5 times in
comparison with 1959.
75. Much has been achieved, with the help of the
Government of the People's Republic of China in the
training of native personnel. Thus, in April 1960,
the Panchen Lama reported at the fourth session of
the Preparatory Committee for the creation of the
Tibetan Autonomous Region, only one year after the
suppression of the rebellion, that more than four
thousand Tibetans had been appointed to posts in
local government offices and in various public organi-
zations. After the rebellion was put down all. the
necessary conditions were created for the develop-
ment of popular education. which had formerly been
discouraged by the feudal lords. Schools were vejry
scarce in old Tibet, but tens of thousands go to school
in Tibet today.
76. Much attention is also being paid to improving
medical services f01' the people. Whereas, before
1951, there was not a single doctor or a single medi-
cal institute in Tibet, there arc now 150 medical
institutes where Tibetans are given free medical
treatment.
77. The fabrications about offences against the relt-:
gtous sentiments of the Tibetans must also be cate-
gorically rejected. This is a wicked slander and a
provocation, inspired by certain circles in the.United
States. In Tibet, as in other regions in China, there
is full freedom of religion in accordance with the
Constitution. Moreover, the State authortttes give
material and other aid to Buddhist temples and to
members of the clergy, and, in particular, encourage
their Buddhist studies.
78. The ridiculous and slanderous attacks of some
representatives against the People's Republic of
China, could, of course, best be refuted by the repre-
sentatives of the People's Republic of China itself.
But they are still deprived of the possibility of taking
part in the work of the United Nations, althouJ1\Q., the
majority of African-Asian countries and aJ..Whe

67.' The Press reported that Mr. McCone himself,
the new head of the United States Central Intelligence
Agency, was astonished when he discovered that the
Agency had, for example, financed almost all the
main international conferences of right-wing social-
ists which have been held on the continent durmg the
past ten years.
68. Why talk about a few legal experts and their con-
clusions which have been quoted here? The cost of
this document-if it can be so called-was, probably
not very high. I would also like to say a few words
about another champion of the United States "cold
war" policy against China.
69. This is the third year in succession tbat the
representative of Malaya has spoken here as a kind
of "expert" on the question of Tibet. In this sordid
bueiness he has assumed the role of State Department
attorney. Yesterday he echoed the various fabrica-
tions of United States propaganda and its slanders
against the People's Republic of China, which are
collected and disseminated so zealously by the Central
Intelligence Agency to which I referred.
70. On this occasion, the representative of Malaya
even quoted his own last year's statements, which,
incidentally, are based on the same sources. We can
assume that the time is not Jar off when this gentle-
man will have reason to be ashamed of these quota-
tions, if only he is capable of realizing what a sorry
role he has been assigned to play here. Could not the
servile talents of this gentleman have been put to
better use?
71. In his zeal, this representative even went so
far as to refer to the Declaration on the granting
of independence to colonial countries and peoples
[resolution 1514 (XV)]. One must, indeed, be devoid
of all sense of proportion, of all common sense, to
attempt to justify, with the-help of' the Declaration,
the claims of the imperialists and the reactionary
emigres in their pay to territory which from time
immemorial has been and will in future remain an
integral part of China.
It is, in fact, the Declaration. which condemns (I
quote):

"Any attempt aimed at the partial or total dis-
ruption of the national unitY and the territorial
integrity of a country. It

72. And who is it that the champions of the Tibetan
problem are taking under their wing? It is criminal
rebels who have taken up arms against their own
people, against the legitimate Government of their
country. Everyone knows that the overwhelming ma-
jority of the Tibetan population was living in serfdom
and suffering intolerably severe oppression. All
lands, forests and other property in Tibet belonged
to the feudal serf-owners, who formed a tiny minority
of the population, while ordinary peoplegroaned in
slavery.
73. The peasants had no political rights. They were
the property of feudal lords. Tibetan peasants and
cattle-breeders bore a heavy burden of taxes and
dues, which were fixed arbitrarily by the feudal
lords. What are the champions of the "Tibetan ques-
tion" trying to achieve? A return to the old order? So
this is the wish of the people who are so fond of
talking about progress and democratic freedoms! The
representative of the United States has tried to prove
here that a feudal 11. Jime is the very one best suited
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to the native customs of the Tibetan people. This is
tantamount to discrimination against
Negroes in the United States is best suited to the
national te111perament and Qustoms of the Negro
people. No, Ladies and Gentlemen, the feudal and
slave-owning in has gone for good. It
has been abolished once and for all. And no amount
of intrigue, no slanders against the People's Republic
of China are going to help you to resuscitate the past.
74. The dawn of a new life has risen over Tibet. In
the interests of the working people of Tibet the
Government of the People's Republic of Chiria has
embarked on a wide programme of social and demo-
cratic reforms. For the first time in Tibetan history,
the peasants have become owners of their own land,
have acqUired the right to dispose of the fruits of
their labour: they have won civil and political rights,
which were beyond their dreams unde!' the
The Government of the People's R.epublic of China
has abolished the peasants' long-standing debts. The
Government is giving generous assistance to the
Tibetan people in its economic and cultural develop-
ment. Agricultural production is steadily rising, the
acreage under crops is increasing, irrigation works
are being constructed. The wooden plough is. being
increasingly replaced by modern agricultural imple-
ments. Industrial production is also. expanding. The
number of industrial undertakings is on the increase.
It is very typical, for example, that the production of
electrical energy in Tibet has risen 3.5 times in
comparison with 1959.
75. Much has been achieved, with the help of the
Government of the People's Republic of China in the
training of native personnel. Thus, in April 1960,
the Panchen Lama reported at the fourth session of
the Preparatory Committee for the creation of the
Tibetan Autonomous Region, only one year after the
suppression of the rebellion, that more than four
thousand Tibetans had been appointed to posts in
local government offices and in various public organi-
zations. After the rebellion was put down all. the
necessary conditions were created for the develop-
rr..ent of popular education. which had formerly been
discouraged by the feudal lords. Schools were vejry
scarce in old Tibet, but tens of thousands go to school
in Tibet today.
76. Much attention is also being paid to imprOVing
medical services f01' the people. Whereas, before
1951, there was not a single doctor or a single medi-
cal institute in Tibet, there arc now 150 medical
institutes where Tibetans are given free medical
treatment.
77. The fabrications about offences against the reli-'
glous sentiments of the Tibetans must also be cate-
gorically rejected. This is a wicked slander and a
provocation, inspired by certain circles in
States. In Tibet, as in other regions in China, there
is full freedom of religion in accordance with the
Constitution. Moreover, the State give
material and other aid to Buddhist temples and to
members of the clergy, and, in particular, encourage
their Buddhist studies.
78. The ridiculous and slanderous attacks of some
representatives against the People's Republic of
China, could, of course, best be refuted by the repre-
sentatives of the People's Republic of China itself.
But they are still deprived of the possibility of taking
part in the work of the United Nations, althouJ1\Q., the
majority of African-Asian countries and aJ..Whe

67.' The Press reported that Mr. McCone himself,
the new head of the United States Central Intelligence
Agency, was astonished when he discovered that the
Agency had, for example, financed almost all the
main international conferences of right-wing social-
ists which have been held on the continent duril1g the
past ten years.
68. Why talk about a few legal experts and their con-
clusions which have been quoted here? The cost of
this document-if it can be so called-was, probably
not very high. I would also like to say a few words
abov.t another champion of the United States "cold
war" policy against China.
69. This is the third year in succession tbat the
representative of Malaya has spoken here as a kind
of "expert" on the question of Tibet. In this sordid
bup.iness he has assumed the role of State Department
attorney. Yesterday he echoed the various fabrica-
tions of United States propaganda and its slanders
against the People's Republic of China, which are
collected and disseminated so zealously by the Central
Intelligence Agency to which I referred.
70. On this occasion, the representative of Malaya
even quoted his own last year's statements, which,
incidentally, are based on the same sources. We can
assume that the time is not Jar off when this gentle-
man will have reason to be ashamed of these quota-
tions, if only he is capable of realizing what a sorry
role he has been assigned to play here. Could not the
servile talents of this gentleman have been put to
better use?
71. In his zeal, this representative even went so
far as to refer to the Declaration on the granting
of independence to colonial countries and peoples
[resolution 1514 (XV)]. One must, indeed, be devoid
of all sense of proportion, of all common sense, to
attempt to justify, with the-help of' the Declaration,
the claims of the imperialists and the reactionary

in their pay to territory which from time
immemorial has been and will in future remain an
integral part of China.
It is, in fact, the Declaration. which condemns (I
quote):

"Any attempt aimed at the partial or total dis-
ruption of the national unitY and the territorial
integrity of a country. It

72. And who is it that the champions of the Tibetan
problem are taking under their wing? It is criminal
rebels who have taken up arms against their own
people, against the legitimate Government of their
country. Everyone knows that the overwhelming ma-
jority of the Tibetan population was living in serfdom
and suffering intolerably severe oppression. All
lands, forests and other property in Tibet belonged
to the feudal serf-owners, who formed a tiny minority
of the population, while ordinary people_groaned in
slavery.
73. The peasants had no political rights. They were
the property of feudal lords. Tibetan peasants and
cattle-breeders bore a heavy burden of taxes and
dur;,s, which were fixed arbitrarily by the feudal
lords. What are the champions of the "Tibetan ques-
tion" trying to achieve? A return to the old order? So
this is the wish of the people who are so fond of
talking about progress and democratic freedoms! The
representative of the United States has tried to prove
here that a feudal 11. Jime is the very one best suited
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socialist and many European States are demanding
restoration of the legitimate rights of the People's
Republic of China in the United Nations and expulsion
.of the follower-s of Chiaug Kaf-shek,
79. It is highly significant that the small group of
sponsors of the Malayan draft resolution [A/L.376]
on the so-called "Question of Tibet" has itself stated
that this resolution will carry no weight at all, that it
has no meaning and no substance. It is quite obvious
that this resolution has been submitted with one end
in view: to give some support at least to the bankrupt
policy of the United States, so that at the close of this
business-like and productive session of the United
Nations, the State Department may have at least some
results to show for all its efforts here in the General
Assembly. True, these are pitiful results, but the
United States has not so far been able to achieve any-
thing better and in these days it is trying here to
squeeze out these pitiable results.
80. The delegation of the Soviet Union has from the
very outset spoken out firmly against the far-fetched
and still-born question of Tibet being dragged into
the United Nations and it urges that an end be finally
put to such interference in the domestic affairs of the
People's Republic of China. We strongly protest
against the attempts made to drag in here any resolu-
tion whatsoever on the so-called "Question of Tibet".
1Ilr. 0rtiz Martin (Costa Rica), Vice-President,

took 'the Chair.
81. Mr. BUDO (Albania) (translated from French):
The General Assembly's consideration of the so-
called question of Tibet, which is taking place at the
very last stage of the first part of the sixteenth ses-
sion, constitutes inadmissible interference by the
United Nations in the internal affairs of the People's
Republic of China, under pressure from the United
States.
82. The delegation of the People's Republic of Al-
bania protests vehemently against this calculated
provocation of the People's Republic of China by the
United States Government. My delegation considers
that the General Assembly should devote itself to the
very important problems relating to peace and inter-
national co-operation rather than waste its time
debating issues which have been deliberately fabri-
cated by the United States for purposes of the cold
war and the further poisoning of the international
atmosphere.
83. The consideration by the General Assembly of a
question such as this, which is in fact a non-existent
question, gravely impairs the authority of the United
Nations. It has been well known since very ancient
times that Tibet has always been an integral part of
China. This is a recognized fact and one which the
imperialists themselves cannot deny. We might men-
tion that in 1903, Lord Hamilton, the United Kingdom
Secretary of State for Indian Affairs, stated thatTibet
must, 8.S in the past, be regarded as a province of
China. On 14 June 1904 the United Kingdom ambassa-
dor to Russia avowed that Tibet was a province of the
Chinese empire. Recently, moreover, persons of
importance in the United States have admitted that
the United States never regarded Tibet as an in-
dependent State.
84. In so far as India is concerned, it should be
recalled that after independence, that country issued
many statements in which it recognized the sovereign
dghts of China over Tibet. It was, in fact, on the

basis of such mutual respect for territorial integrity
and sovereignty that on 29 April 1954 an agreement
was signed between the Republic of India and the
People's Republic of China concerning trade and
Intercourse between the Tibet Region of China and
India•.§] It was on that same occasion that the five
principles of peaceful coexistence between the two
countries were formulated.
85. Subsequent to the conclusion of that agreement,
Prime Minister Nehru, speaking on the subject on
15 May 1954, criticized certain tendencies to dis-
regard the sovereignty of the People's Republic of
China over Tibet. He said in particular that for his
part he did not know that there had been any State in
.the past few centuries which had failed to recognize
the sovereign rights of China over Tibet.
,86. The imperialist Powers are very much inter-
ested in Tibet, for they would like to transform it
into a base for aggression. It was with this object
that the United States and certain countries which
support it developed plans to detach Tibet from the
People's Republic of China. The hostile campaign of
the United States against the People's Republic of
China, which has been launched again at this session,
is intended to detract from the ever-growing prestige
and importance of the People's Republic of China
in the international arena. All these ignominious
attempts, however, are doomed to failure in the same
way as the efforts of the imperialist Powers, headed
the United States, to detach Tibet from the People's

Republic of China.
87. In the new historical context of today there has
been repeated confirmation that Tibet is an integral
part of the People's Republic of China. Moreover, the
Constitution of the People's Republic of China sets
forth the principles of that country's national policy
and in particular the principles guaranteeing the
regional autonomy of Tibet.

88. Consideration of the so-called question of Tibet
at this session of the General Assembly is conse-
quently a clear attempt to interfere in the internal
affairs of the People's Republic of China and, hence,
a violation of the principles of the United Nations
.Charter. All the slanders drawn from the arsenal of
imperialist propaganda regarding the situation in
Tibet have been fully refuted by the facts and shat-
tered. by the force of truth. Until recent times, the
people; of Tibet were condemned to lead a life of
despair under inhuman and even barbaric social
conditions. All the land-including the forests, the
streams and lakes, the pastures and other re-
sources-was concentrated in the hands of the laity
and the monks. This group representing 5 per cent
of the population, controlled everything in Tibet, while
the overwhelming majority of the people led a life of
slavery. The people were forced to obey the orders
of their feudal lords and to work for them three-
fourths of the year without recompense. The feudal
lords had all legal powers. They could impose on the
peasantry all kinds of penalties, from imprisonment
to the most savage tortures, such as the amputation
of arms and feet. This, then, was, the famous tradi-
tional way of life which certain representatives have
spoken of here and which certain Western Powers,
led by the United States, would like at all costs to
perpetuate in Tibet.

Jjj United Nations. Treaty Series, vol. 299 (1958), No. 4307.
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socialist and many European States are demanding
restoration of the legitimate rights of the People's
Republic of China in the United Nations and expulsion
.of the foll.owers of Chiaug Kai-shek.
79. It is highly significant that the small group of
sponsors of the Malayan draft resolution [A/L.376]
on the so-called "Question of Tibet" has itself stated
that this resolution will carry no weight at all, that it
has no meaning and no substance. It is quite obvious
that this resolution has been submitted with one end
in view: to give some support at least to the bankrupt
policy of the United States, so that at the close of this
business-like and productive session of the United
Nations, the State Department may have at least some
results to show for all its efforts here in the General
Assembly. True, these are pitiful results, but the
United States has not so far been able to achieve any-
thing better and in these days it is trying here to
squeeze out these pitiable results.
80. The delegation of the Soviet Union has from the
very outset spoken out firmly against the far-fetched
and still-born question of Tibet being dragged into
the United Nations and it urges that an end be finally
put to such interference in the domestic affairs of the
People's Republic of China. We strongly protest
against the attempts made to drag in here any resolu-
tion whatsoever on the so-called "Question of Tibet".
1Ilr. 0rtiz Martin (Costa Rica), Vice-President,

took 'the Chair.
81. Mr. BUDO (Albania) (translated from French):
The General Assembly's consideration of the so-
called question of Tibet, which is taking place at the
very last stage of the first part of the sixteenth ses-
sion, constitures inadmissible interference by the
United Nations in the internal affairs of the People's
Republic of China, under pressure from the United
States.
82. The delegation of the People's Republic of Al-
bania protests vehemently against this calculated
provocation of the People's Republic of China by the
United States Government. My delegation considers
that the General Assembly should devote itself to the
very important problems relating to peace and inter-
national co-operation rather than waste its time
debating issues which have been deliberately fabri-
cated by the States for purposes of the cold
war and the further poisoning of the international
atmosphere.
83. The consideration by the General Assembly of a
question such as this, which is in fact a non-existent
question, gravely impairs the authority of the United
Nations. It has been well known since very ancient
times that Tibet has always beeIf an integral part of
China. This is a recognized fact aud one which the
imperialists themselves cannot deny. We might men-
tion that in 1903, Lord Hamilton, the United Kingdom
Secretary of State for Indian Affairs, stated thatTibet
must, 8.S in the past, be regarded as a province of
China. On 14 June 1904 the United Kingdom ambassa-
dor to Russia avowed that Tibet was a province of the
Chinese empire. Recently, moreover, persons of
importance in the United States have admitted that
the United States never regarded Tibet as an in-
dependent State.
84. In so far as India is concerned, it should be
recalled that after independence, that country issued
many statements in which it recognized the sovereign
dghts of China over Tibet. It was, in fact, on the

basis of such mutual respect for territorial integrity
sovereignty that on 29 April 1954 an agreement

was signed between the Republic of India and the
People's Republic of China concerning trade and
intercollrse between the Tibet Region of China and
India•.§] It was on that same occasion that the five
principles of peaceful coexistence between the two
countries were formulated.
85. Subsequent to the conclusion of that agr6ement,
Prime Minister Nehru, speaking on the subject on
15 May 1954, criticized certain tendencies to dis-
regard the sovereignty of the People's Republic of
China over Tibet. He said in particular that for his
part he did not know that there had been any State in
.the past few centuries which had failed to recognize
the sovereign rights of China over Tibet.
-86. The imperialist Powers are very much inter-
ested in Tibet, for they would like to transform it
into a base for aggression. It was with this object
that the United States and certain countries which
support it developed plans to detach Tibet from the
People's Republic of China. The hostile campaign of
the United States against the People's Republic of
China, which has been launched agaIn at this session,
is intended to detract from the ever-growing prestige
and importance of the People's Republic of China
in the international arena. All these ignominious
attempts, however, are doomed to failure in the same
way as the efforts of the imperialist Powers, headed
the United States, to detach Tibet from the People's

Republic of China.
87. In the new historical context of today there has
been repeated confirmation that Tibet is an integral
part of the People's Republic of China. Moreover, the
Constitution of the People's Republic of China sets
forth the principles of that country's national policy
and in particular the principles guaranteeing the
regional autonomy of Tibet.

88. Consideration of the so-called question of Tibet
at this session of the General Assembly is conse-
quently a clear attempt to interfere in the internal
affairs of the People's Republic of China and, hence,
a violation of the principles of the United Nations
.Charter. All the slanders drawn from the arsenal of
imperialist propaganda regarding the situation in
Tibet have been fully refuted by the facts and shat-
tered. by the force of truth. Until recent times, the
people; of Tibet were condemned to lead a life of
despair under inhuman and even barbaric social
conditions. All the land-including the forests, the
streams and lakes, the pastures and other re-
sources-was concentrated in the hands of the laity
and the monks. This group representing 5 per cent
of the population, controlled everything inTibet, while
the overwhelming majority of the people led a life of
slavery. The people were forced to obey the orders
of their feudal lords and to work for them three-
fourths of the year without recompense. The feudal
lords had all legal powers. They could impose on the
peasantry all kinds of penalties, from imprisonment
to the most savage tortures, such as the amputation
of arms and feet. This, then, was, the famous tradi-
tional way of life which certain representatives have
spoken of here and which certain Western Powers,
led by the United States, would like at all costs to
perpetuate in Tibet.
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89." The hypocritical charges of certain reactionary
circles that the Peoplets Republtc of China has im-
paired the, religious and cultural autonomy of Tibet
are likewise entirely groundless. These fabricated
slanders in no way correspond to the true situation.
It is an incontestable fact that the religious beliefs
and the customs of the Tibetan people are respected
by the authorities of the People's Republic of China,
as is the case, indeed, in all socialist countries.
90. After the suppression of the armed rebellion in
Tibet, which was designed to undermine the unity of
the People's Republic of China, the Tibetan people
demonstrated unprecedented ardour and enthusiasm.
As a result, the people of Tibet, who had long been
oppressed by the country's reactionaries, entered a
new phase of their existence, a phase of rapid demo-
cratic and administrative reform offering them the
possibility of emerging from their backwardmedieval
state and of attaining an economic, political and
cultural level equal to that achieved by the other
peoples of the People-s Republic of China.. '\n conse-
quence of the democratic reforms instituted by the
People's Republic of China, the most important of
which was land reform, the Tibetan people became
the masters of their own destiny, The system of
slavery and servitude was abolished for all time,
and, as a consequence, there was a sharp rise in
production. In 1960 the autonomous region of Tibet
increased its output of cereals by 15 per cent in
comparison with 1959, while in certain parts of Tibet
production rose 50 per cent. The local authorities
have "reduced taxes and raised the buying price of
wool and other agricultural commodities. The first
industrial' undertakings have already begun pro-
duction. Many primary and secondary schools, as
well as hospitals and health and veterinary centres,
have been opened.
91. All the measures which I have just mentioned
have given the people of Tibet the brightest prospects
for a new and happy life. However, certain Western
Powers which have tried unsuccessfully to detach
Tibet by force from the People's Republic of China
and which are disturbed by the successes of the
Tibetan people are now attempting, from this ros-
trum, to distort reality and to slander the People's
Republic of China. Yet all the hostile actions and all
the slanders of these Western Powers against the
People's Republic of China-e-includtng the obstruc-
tionist policy to keep the People's Republic of China
from taking its place in the United Nations-and the
alanders against Tibet J cannot stop the Chinese
people from forging ahead in the socialist construc-
tion of their country. Indeed, the authority and impor-
tance of this people in the international arena will
continue to grow.
92. The consideration by the General Assembly at
this time of the so-called question of Tibet is a
reflection of the aggressive policies being pursued
by certain Western Powers against the People's Re-
public of China. The sponsors of the draft resolution
[A/L.376]-including the United states, and more
particularly those, who take cover behind them-are
endeavour-ing to increase international tension,con-
taminate further the international atmosphere, foment
hatred among peoples and divert the attention of the
United Nations from the important internationalprob-
lems which await solution. The delegation of the
People's Republic of Albania Vigorously opposes the
draft resolution [A/L.376], which constitutes a gross
provocation .and inadmissible interference in the

"---.--"-"

domestic affairs of the Peoplets Republic of China,
in violation of the Charter and to the grave detriment
of the prestige of the United Nations.
Mr. Slim (Tunisia) resumed

93. Mr. CROWE (United Kingdom): I am making this
statement in explanation of vote. .
94. My delegation feels the deepest indignation artd
distress at what has happened, and is still happening,
in Tibet. We are happy that at least this brief oppor-
tunity is being afforded to us and to others who share
our concern to express in the General Assembly our
sympathy for the Tibetan people in their suffering.
95. Since this item was discussed at the fourteenth
session of the General Assembly, my delegation has
read the report on the subject by the International
Commission of Jurists which, as I think will be
recognized by the great· majority of the delegations
here, is an independent, non-governmental organiza-
tion comprising judges, professors and lawyers from
many countries." This report contains horrifying and
irrefutable evidence that China's poiicy in Tibet
amounts to the deliberate and continuing suppression
of the religious and political liberties of the Tibetan
people. This has resulted in human suffering on a
vast scale. Those who have spoken before me in the
general debate have given the Assembly a picture of
the appalling suffering inflicted on the Tibetanpeople.
I shall not, therefore, weary or sicken the Assembly
with examples or quotations from the jurists' report,
which is there for all to read.
96. I shall confine myself to saying that Chinese
policy in Tibet represents a systematic and calcu-
lated policy of oppression, continued" cynically and
ruthlessly despite overwhelming condemnation by the
United Nations. The report of the International Com-
mission of Jurists shows, moreover, that the actions
of the Chinese Government in Tibet constitute a
deliberate attempt to suppress permanently the au-
tonomy of Tibet.
97. Her Majesty's Government in the United King-
dom have in the past recognized Chinese suzerainty
over Tibet only on the condition that Tibet retained its
autonomy. We cannot agree that any such suzerainty
entitles the Chinese Government to claim immunity
from the condemnation of the world and to be able
freely to impose on the Tibetan people inthe spurious
name of progress the terrible sufferings to 'which I
have referred. We are convinced that these policies
of the Chinese Government have indeed resulted in
the conditions described in the preamble to the draft
resolution which is before us, with the effects de-·
scribed therein. We deplore them because they
heighten international tension, and we deplore them
even more for their inhumanity. My delegatton will,
therefore, vote in favour of the draft resolution
[A/L.376].
98. Mr. BERARD (France) (translated from Fr.ench):
I should like to say just a few words to explain my
delegation's fcrthcoming vote. r:

99. The French delegation wishes to pay a tribute to
the intentions which prompted the action of the dele-
gations of El Salvador, the Federation of Malaya,
Ireland and Thailand in submitting draft resolution
A/L.376. These intentions were eloquently expressed
by the sponsors and were supported by other speakers
with equal conviction. My delegation lends all its
sympathy and its moral support to this draft resolu-
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89." The hypocritical charges of certain reactionary
circles that the People'.s Republlc of China has im-
paired the, religious and c.ultUral autonomy of Tibet
are likewise entirely groundless. These fabricated
slanders in no way correspond to the true situation.
It is an incontestable fact that the religious beliefs
and the customs of the Tibetan peorle are respected
by the authorities of the People's Republic of China,
as is the case, indeed, in all socialist countries.
90. After the suppression of the armed rebellion in
Tibet, which was designed to undermine the unity of
the People's Republic of China, the Tibetan people
demonstrated unprecedented ardour and enthusiasm.
As a result, the people of Tibet, who had long been
oppressed by the country's reactionaries, entered a
new phase of their existence, a phase of rapid demo-
cratic and administrative reform offering them the
possibility of emerging from their backwardmedieval
state and of attaining an economic, political and
cultural level equal to that achieved by the other
peoples of the Republic of China.. '\n conse-
quence of the democratic reforms instituted by the
People's Republic of China, the most important of
which was land reform, the Tibetan people became
the masters of their own destiI\Y. The system of
slavery and servitude was abolished for all time,
and, as a consequence, there was a sharp rise in
production. In 1960 the autonomous region of Tibet
increased its output of cereals by 15 per cent in
comparison with 1959, while in certain parts of Tibet
production rose 50 per cent. The local authorities
have "reduced taxes and raised the buying price of
wool and other agricultural commodities. The first
industrial' undertakings have already begun pro-
duction. Many primary and secondary schools, as
well as hospitals and health and veterinary centres,
have been opened.
91. All the measures which I have just mentioned
have given the people of Tibet the brightest prospects
for a new and happy life. However, certain Western
Powers which have tried unsuccessfully to detach
Tibet by force from the People's Republic of China
and which are disturbed by the successes of the
Tibetan people are now attempting, from this ros-
trum, to distort reality and to slander the People's
Republic of China. Yet all the hostile actions and all
the slanders of these Western Powers against the
People's Republic of China-incll.\ding the obstruc-
tionist policy to keep the People's Republic of China
from taking its place in the United Nations-and the

against Tibet J cannot stop the Chinese
people from forging ahead in the socialist construc-
tion of their country. Indeed, the authority and impor-
tance of this people in the international arena will
continue to grow.
92. The consideration by the General Assembly at
this time of the so-called question of Tibet is a
reflection of the aggressive policies being pursued
by certain Western Powers against the People's Re-
public of China. The sr-onsors of the draft resolution
[A/L.376]-including the United states, and more
particularly those, who take cover behind them-are
endeavc;mring to increase international tension,con-
taminate further the international atmosphere, foment
hatred among peoples and divert the attention of the
United Nations from the lmportant internationalprob-
lems which await solution. The delegation of the
People's Republic of Albania Vigorously opposes the
draft resolution [A/L.376], which constitutes a gross
provocation ,and inadmissible interference in the

"---.--"-"

domestic affairs of the Republic of China,
in violation of the Charter and to the grave detriment
of the prestige of the United Nations.
Mr. Slim (Tunisia) resumed

93. Mr. CROWE (United Kingdom): I am making this
statement in explanation of vote. .
94. My delegation feels the deepest indignation artd
distress at what has happened, and is still happening,
in Tibet. We are happy that at least this brief oppor-
tunity is being afforded to us and to others wh'o share
our concern to express in the General Assembly our
sympathy for the Tibetan people in their suffering.
95. Since this item was discussed at the fourteenth
session of the General Assembly, my delegation has
read the report on the subject by the International
Commission of Jurists which, as I think will be
recognized by the great· majority of the delegations
here, is an independent, non-governmental organiza-
tion comprising judges, professors and lawyers from
many countries." This report contains horrifying and
irrefutable evidence that China's poiicy in Tibet
amounts to the deliberate and continuing suppression
of the religious and political liberties of the Tibetan
people. This has resulted in human suffering on a
vast scale. Those who have spoken before me in the
general debate have given the Assembly a picture of
the appalling suffering inflicted on the Tibetanpeople.
I shall not, therefore, weary or sicken the Assembly
with examples or quotations from the jurists' report,
which is there for all to read.
96. I shall confine myself to saying that Chinese
policy in Tibet represents a systematic and calcu-
lated policy of oppression, continued" cynically and
ruthlessly despite overwhelming condemnation by the
United Nations. The report of the International Com-
mission of Jurists shows, moreover, that the actions
of the Chinese Government in Tibet constitute a
deliberate attempt to suppress permanently the au-
tonomy of Tibet.
97. Her Majesty's Government in the United King-
dom have in the past recognized Chinese suzerainty
over Tibet only on the condition that Tibet retained its
autonomy. We cannot agree that any such suzerainty
entitles the Chinese Government to claim immunity
from the condemnation of the world and to be able
freely to impose on the Tibetan people inthe spurious
name of progress the terrible sufferings to 'which I
have referred. We are convinced that these policies
of the Chinese Government have indeed resulted in
the conditions described in the preamble to the draft
resolution which is before us, with the effects de-·
scribed therein. We deplore them because they
heighten international tension, and we deplore them
even more for their inhumanity. My will,
therefore, vote in favour of the draft resolution
[A/L.376].
98. Mr. BERARD (France) (translated from Fr.ench):
I should like to say just a few words to explain my
delegation's forthcoxning vote. ,;
99. The French delegation wishes to pay a tribute to
the intentions which prompted the action of the dele-
gations of El Salvador, the Federation of Malaya,
Ireland and Thailand in submitting draft resolution
A/L.376. These intentions were eloquently expressed
by the sponsors and were supported by other speakers
with equal conviction. My delegation lends all its
sympathy and its moral to this draft resolu-



...

fair play and in the rule of law throughout the world.
I leave it to the Members of the General Assembly to
decide whether they should believe the unsupported
picture painted by the representative of the Soviet
Union, 01' should accept the report of this distinguished
group of completely impartial, independent jurists of
Asia, Africa and Scandinavia.
106. Some of the communist representatives have
contended that the United Nations should keep quiet
and do nothing about the ravages of Chinese com-
munist imperialist colonialism. in Tibet, on the ground
that if the United Nations should rise in the defence
of the human rights of the Tibetan people inter-
national tension would be increased or the cold war
protracted.
107. The United states would like very much to see
a relaxation of the international tension and cold-war
chilliness caused by the communist mistreatment of
the Tibetan people, and it would like to suggest to the
Soviet Union that it exercise its Influenoe-e-stfll, I
trust, considerable-on the Chinese communist im-
perialists to get them to respect the human rights of
the Tibetan people and to cease violating the prin-
ciples of the United Nations Charter. Until the Soviet
Union succeeds in such an effort, I suggest that the
General Assembly adopt the draft resolution now
before us.
108. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
Invtte the Assembly to vote on the draft resolution
submitted by El Salvador, the Federation of Malaya,
Ireland and Thailand [A/L.376]. A roll-call vote has
been requested.
A vote was taken by roll-call.
Ghana, haVing been drawn by lot by the President,

was called upon to vote firs t.
In favour: Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Iceland, Iran,

Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, Jordan,
Laos, Liberia, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mauritania,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger , Norway,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Sweden, Thailand, Turkey, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United states of
America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Argen-
tina, Australia, Austrta, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil,
Cameroun, Canada, Central African Republic, Chile,
China, Colombia, Congo (Leopoldville), Costa Rica,
Cyprus, Dahomey, Denmark, Dominican Republic,
El Salvador, Federation of Malaya, Gabon.
44gains.t: Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania,

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, Albania, Bulgaria, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba.
Abstaining: Ghana, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Iraq,

Lebanon, Libya, Mali, Morocco, Nepal, Nigeria, Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan,
Syria, Togo, Tunisia, United Arab Republic, Yemen,
Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Burma, Cambodia, Ceylon,
Ethiopia, Finland, F:cance.
The draft resolution was adopted by 56 votes tou),

with 29 abstentions.
109. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
give th€\ floor to the representative of Poland for an
.explanation of vote.
110. Mr. MACHOWSKI (Poland): The Polish delega-
tion voteu against the resolution for the following
reasons.
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tion. The sufferings endured by the Tibetan people
have aroused strong feelings and shocked condemna-
.tion in my country. The abolition of fundamental
human rights and the religious persecution of which
Tibet has been the scene are censured by French
public opinion, just as they are by the United Nations
Charter. The right to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion of which the unfortunate inhabitants of
that country have been deprived has been solemnly
recognized by our Assembly.

For reasons of principle which the French
delegation has already had occasion to express at
earlier sessions and to which it firmly adheres, my
delegation cannot support this draft resolution. Some
of the provisions of this draft are not soundly enough
based on the Charter to dispel the doubts to which the
proposals may give rise from the legal point of view.
101. Consequently, my delegation will be obliged,
very regretfully, to abstain in the forthcoming vote.
102. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
have come to the end of my ltst of speakers. I give
the floor to the United states representative, who
wishes to exercise his right of reply.
103. Mr. PLIMPTON (United states of America):
The representative of the Soviet Union has seen fit to
attempt to paint for the General Assembly a fictitious
picture of the situation in Tibet. That fictitious picture
is entir-ely at variance with the true picture disclosed
in the reports of the International Commission of
Jurists, to which I referred in my statement of last
evening [1084th meeting]. In addition, the representa-
tive of the Soviet Union has seen fitto try to impugn-
I might almost say insult-the integrity of that Com-
mission and its Legal Inquiry Committee,
104. I should like, if I may, to read the General
Assembly the names of the members of the Com-
mittee, whose integrity and impartiality the Soviet
representative has. chosen to impugn. I ask the for-
giveness of the Assembly for any mispronunciation of
which I may be guilty. These, if you please, are the
members of the Legal Inquiry Committee to whom
the Soviet delegate has referred and who are the
authors of the report whose integrity he has im-
pugned: Mr. P. Trikamdas, Senior Advocate of the
Supreme Court of India; Mr. N. C. Chatterjee, Senior
Advocate of the Supreme Court of India and a former
judge of India; Mr. R. P. Mookherjee, Senior Advo-
cate of the Supreme Court of India and a former judge
of India; Mr. Bentsi-Enchill, a leading barrister of
Ghana; Dr. A. A. Alafriz, of the Philippines, at one
time a judge, and President of the Bar Association of .
the Republic of the Philippines; Mr. Ong Hick Lim,
leading barrister-at-Iaw of the Federation of Malaya;
Mr. T. S. Fernando, a justice of the Supreme Court
of Ceylon; Dr. Rolf Christoferson, Secretary-General
of the Bar Association of Norway; Mr. Seni Pramoj,
at one time Prime Minister of Thailand, ana a lead-
ing advocate of that country; plus Lord Shawcross,
former Attorney-General of Great Britain and Dr.
E. Maung of Burma. Lord Shawcross resigned for
personal reasons and Dr. Maung resigned from the
Committee upon becoming a member of the Burmese
Cabinet. These are the obviously impartial gentlemen
of distinction and integrity whose good name has been
impugned by a speaker from this platform.
105. I would further point out that each of these
distinguished jurists served without compensation,
and as a volunteer-because they were interested in

...

fair play and in the rule of law throughout the world.
I leave it to the Members of the General Assembly to
decide whether they should believe the unsupported
picture painted by the representative of the Soviet
Union, 01' should accept the report of this distinguished
group of completely impartial, independent jurists of
Asia, Africa and Scandinavia.
106. Some of the communist representatives have

that the United Nations should keep quiet
and do nothing about the ravages of Chinese com-
munist imperialist colonialism. in Tibet, on the ground
that if the D'nited Nations should rise in the defence
of the human rights of the Tibetan people inter-
national tension would be increased or the cold war
protracted.
107. The United states would like very much to see
a relaxation of the international tension and cold-war
chilliness caused by the communist mistreatment of
the Tibetan people, and it would like to suggest to the
Soviet Union that it exercise its infl,uence-still, I
trust, considerable-on the Chinese communist im-
perialists to get them to respect the human rights of
the Tibetan people and to cease violating the prin-
ciples of the United Nations Charter. Until the Soviet
Union succeeds in such an effort, I suggest that the
General Assembly adopt the draft resolution now
before us.
108. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
inVite the Assembly to vote on tho draft resolution
submitted by El Salvador, the Federation of Malaya,
Ireland and Thailand [A/L.376]. A roll-call vote has
been requested.
A vote was taken by roll-call.
Ghana, haVing been drawn by lot by the President,

was called upon to vote firs t.
In favour: Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Iceland, Iran,

Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, Jordan,
Laos, Liberia, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mauritania,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Sv"eden, Thailand, Turkey, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United states of
America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Argen-
tina, Australia, AUdtria, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil,
Cameroun, Canada, Cent=al African Republic, Chile,
China, Colombia, Congo (Leopoldville), Costa Rica,
Cyprus, Dahomey, Denmark, Dominican Republic,
El Salvador, Federation of Malaya, Gabon.
44gains.t: Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania,

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, Albania, Bulgaria, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba.
Abstaining: Ghana, GUinea, India, Indonesia, Iraq,

Lebanon, Libya, Mali, Morocco, Nepal, Nigeria, Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan,
Syria, Togo, Tunisia, United Republic, Yemen,
Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Burma, Camboci!a, Ceylon,
Ethiopia, Finland, F:cance.
The draft resolution was adopted by 56 votes to·l0,

with 29 abstentions.
109. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
give th€\ floor to the representative of Poland for an
.explanation of vote.
110. Mr. MACHOWSKI (Poland): The Polish delega-
tion voted· against the resolution fo.r the following
reasons.
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tion. The sufferings endured by the Tibetan people
have aroused strong feelings and shocked condemna-
.tion in my country. The abolition of fundamental
human rights and the religious persecution of which
Tibet has been the scene are censured by French
public opinion, just as they are by the United Nations
Charter. The right to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion of which the unfortunate inhabitants of
thr,t country have been deprived has been solemnly
recognized by our Assembly.

For of principle which the French
delegation has already had occasion to express at
earlier sessions and to which it firmly adheres, my
delegation cannot support this draft resolution. Some
of the provisions of this draft are not soundly enough
based on the Charter to dispel the doubts to which the
proposals may give rise from the legal point of view.
101. Consequently, my delegation will be obliged,
very regretfully, to abstain in the forthcoming vote.
102. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
have come to the end of my liotof speakers. I give
the floor to the United states representative, who
wishes to exercise his right of reply.
103. Mr. PLIMPTON (United states of America):
The representative of the Soviet Union has seen fit to
attempt to paint for the General Assembly a fictitious
pict'!lre of the situation in Tibet. That fictitious picture
is e\1tirely at variance with the true picture disclosed
in the reports of the International Commission of
Jurists, to which I referred in my statement of last
evening [1084th meeting]. In addition, the representa-
tive of the Soviet Union has seen fitto try to impugn-
I might almost say insult-the integrity of that Com-
mission and its Legal Inquiry Committt.)e.
104. I should like, if I may, to read the General
Assembly the names of the members of the Com-
mittee, whose integrity and impartiality the
representative has. chosen to impugn. I ask the for-
giveness of the Assembly for any mispronunciation of
which I may be guilty. These, if you pJ;ease, are the
members of the Legal Inquiry Committee to whom
the Soviet delegate has referred and who are the
authors of the report waose integrity he has im-
pugned: Mr. P. Trikamdas, Senior Advocate of the
Supreme Court of India; Mr. N. C. Chatterjee, Senior
Advocate of the Supreme Court of India and a former
judge of India; Mr. R. P. Mookherjee, Senior Advo-
cate of the Supreme Court of India and a former judge
of India; Mr. Bentsi-Enchill, a leading barrister of
Ghana; Dr. A. A. Alafriz, of the Philippines, at one
time a judge, and President of the Bar Association of .
the Republic of the Philippines; Mr. Ong Hick Lim,
leading barrister-at-Iaw of the Federation of Malaya;
Mr. T. S. Fernando, a justice of the Supreme Court
of Ceylon; Dr. Rolf Christoferson, Secretary-General
of the Bar Association of Norway; Mr. Seni Pramoj,
at one time Prime Minister of ana a lead-
ing advocate of that country; plus Lord Shawcross,
former Attorney-General of Great Britain and Dr.
E. Maung of Burma. Lord Shawcross resigned for
personal reasons and Dr. Maung resigned from the
Committee upon becoming a member of the Burmese
Cabinet. These are the obviously impartial gentlemen
of distinction and integrity whose good name has been
impugned by a speaker from this platform.
105. I would further point out that each of these
distinguished jurists served without compensation,
and as a volunteer-because they were interested in
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We find it deplorable indeed that the General
Assembly, while having other and more important
matters on its agenda, is forced to waste its time on
the consideration of a matter placed on the agenda of
the present session for the sole purpose of disturbing
and poisoning the international atmosphere. An item
of purely cold-war character, the issue has little, if
any, backing in the United Nations. Characteristically,
and even though the item had been inscribed on the
agenda, the General Assembly did not consider it at
its previous session. Also, it is but too well known
that resolution 1353 (XIV) was adopted at the four-
.teenth session by a very small majority of votes
compounded by the Western Powers.
112. Everything that pertains to the social structure
and conditions of life of the- population of Tibet is a
strictly internal affair of the Chinese People's Re-
public. Tc consider the so-called question of Tibet
here amounts to an attempt at interfering in the
internal affairs of a sovereign and as such is
inadmissible from the point of view of International
law and order.
113. For ages Tibet has been an Integral part of
China. No one has tried to question it so far. The
political and social system the' Chinese People's
Republic and the achievements of the people of Tibet,
who decided in free and democratic elections to build
a socialist system in their part of the country, may
or may not be to the liking of certain Powers. But
their likes and dislikes can in no way warrant any
infringement upon the inviolable rights of nations.
Non-interference in the internal affairs of States is
the mainstay of peaceful coexistence. It is one of
the basic principles of the United Nations Charter,
explicitly laid down in Article 2, paragraph 7.
114. In the circumstances it might be helpful to find
an answer to the question, whom and what is this
debate supposed to serve? The Polish delegation
wishes to state with all emphasis that the so-called
Tibetan question has no legal or moral substantiation,
and being- exclusively a matter of cold-war propa-
ganda, should not have been taken up in our debate'
in the Assembly. For this reason the Polish delega-
tion voted against the resolution.

AGENDA ITEM 80
Question of Algeria

REPORT OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE (A/5070)
Mr. Enckell' (Finland), Rapporteur of the First

Committee, presented the report of that Committee.
Pursuant to rule 68 of the rules of procedure, it

was decided not to discuss the report of the First
Committee.
115. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
give the floor to the representatives of Senegal,
Ireland and Iceland for explanations of vote.
116. Mr. DIOP (Senegal) (translated from French):
The negotiations at Evian and Lugrm had allowed us
to hope that a final settlement of the Algerian ques-
tion would be reached before the end of the first part
of the sixteenth session of the United Nations General
Assembly, but that unfortunately has not been the
case. Nevertheless, the Evian and Lugrin talks have
not been fruitless. They have made it posstble to pro-
gress towards a solution of the problem; they have

made it possible to cross the bridge from the notion
. of French Algeria to that of Algerian Algeria.
117. Of course, it might be said that, in the distant
past of theCremieux decree and the Violette pro-
jects, certain Algerians thought that their problem
could be solved by political assimilation and by
acquiring the status of French citizens on an entirely
separate basis. But from 1946, on the eve of French
decolonization, Ferhat Abbas, .adeputy of the Moslem
college and an authentic representative of Moslem
Algeria, was already calling, in the constituent
national Assem1Jly of the Fourth Republic, for an
Algerian Republic. We can still hear him saying, in
the lofty forum of the French National Assembly, that
what he was asking of France was not secession, but
something which conformed with France's historical
tradition. Among other arguments, he supported his
thesis by quoting the maxim of a deputy to the
National Convention of 1792, who said that one of
France's historic roles was to create republics
throughout the world. This dictum still remains valid,
for it should never be forgotten that, wherever France
has sown its culture and civilization, the political
ethics of 1789, consisting essentially in the rights of
man and of the citizen and the sovereignty of the
people, have imbued the minds and hearts of men,
whatever the colour of their skin or the latitude of
their country.

118. There is, however, no longer any need to
expatiate 'on this phenomenon, for General de Gaulle,
the President of the French Republic, and with him
the majority of the French people, have recognized
Algeria's right to self-determination and independ-
ence. On the other hand, there are still several
obstacles to be overcome. First of all, on the Al-
gerian side, there are the guarantees to he 'provided
for self-determination. Then on the side there
are, first, the guarantees to be given to the minority
of French or European origin living in Algeria, and
secondly, the guarantees to be given to foreign capital
invested in the exploitation of the oil of Algerian
Sahara.
119. These obstacles can, however, be eliminated by
negotiation. Senegal's consistent view on the settle-
ment of international disputes has already been ex-
plained here by our Minister of Foreign Mfairs. It
may be described as dialogue and negotiation. We are
convinced that dialogue and negotiation are always
more effective than the language of weapons.
120. As we have already said here with regard to
Bizerta, we are convinced that on a basis of self-
determination and of national sovereignty for the -
entire territory of Algeria, including Algerian Sahara
it will be possible as soon as the gunfire has ceased
and hearts and minds have become calm, to find a
just settlement which will finally put an end to this
fratricidal war.
121. Mr. AIKEN (Ireland): Ever since Ireland be-
came a Member of the United Nations: in 1955, my
delegation has steadily upheld, both here in the
Assembly and in the First Committee, the right of
the people of Algeria to self-determination and in-
dependence. Consistently with the attitude we have
adopted in previous years, my delegation will vote
in favour of the draft resolution now before the
Assembly.
122. I feel bound to say, however, that the text
recommended by the First Committee in its report

1085th me.eting - 20 December 1961 1139

i world.
mbly to
pported
i Soviet
guished
rists of

have
lp quiet
e com-
:ground
defence
inter-
old war

1 to see
lld-war
ment of
.t to the
<still, I
ist im-
ights of
e prin-
Soviet
:hat the
on now

mch): I
lolution
vIalaya,
ote has

!sident,

i, Iran,
Jordan,

'orway,
,Sierra
;dom of
;ates of
Argen-
Brazil,
, Chile,
1 Rica,
ipublic,

,mania,
Soviet

., Iraq,

., Pald-
Sudan,
{emen,
::eylon,

tolO,

inch): I
I for an

lelega-
llowing

We find it deplorable indeed that the General
Assembly, while having other and more important
matters on its agenda, is forced to waste its time on
the consideration of a matter placed on the agenda of
the present session for the sole purpose of disturbing
and poisoning the international atmosphere. An item
of purely cold-war character, the issue has little, if
any, backing in the United Nations. Characteristically,
and even though the item had been inscribed on the
agenda, the General Assembly did not consider it at
its previous session. Also, it is but too well known
that resolution 1353 (XIV) was ado;Jted at the four-
.teenth session by a very small majority of votes
compounded by the Western Powers.
112. Everything that pertains to the social structure
and conditions of life of the- population of Tibet is a
strictly internal affair of th.e Chinese People's Re-
public. Tc' consider the so-called question of Tibet
here amounts to an attempt at interfering in the
internal affairs of a sovereign and as such is
inadmissible from the point of view of internlltional
law and order.
113. For ages Tibet has been an iIltegral part of
China. No one has tried to question it so far. The
political and social system the' Chinese People's
Republic and the achievements of the people of Tibet,
who decided in free and democratic elections to build
a socialist system in their part of the country, may
or may not be to the liking of certain Powers. But
their likes and dislikes can in no way warrant any
infringement upon the inviolable rights of nations.
Non-interference in the internal affairs of States is
the mainstay of peaceful coexistence. It is one of
the basic principles of the United Nations Charter,
explicitly laid down in Article 2, paragraph 7.
114. In the circumstances it might be helpful to find
an answer to the question, whom and what is this
debate supposed to serve? The Polish delegation
wishes to state with all emphasis that the so-called
Tibetan question has no legal or moral substantiation,
and being- exclusively a matter of cold-war propii.-
ganda, should not have been taken up in our debate'
in the Assembly. For this reason the Polish delega-
tion voted against the resolution.

AGENDA ITEM 80
Question of Algeria

REPORT OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE (A/5070)
Mr. Enckell' (Finland), Rapporteur of the First

Committee, presented the report of that Committee.
Pursuant to rule 68 of the rules of prooedure, it

was decided not to discuss the report of the First
Committee.
115. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
give the floor to the representatives of Senegal,
Ireland and Iceland for explanations of vote.
116. Mr. DIOP (Senegal) (translated from French):
The negotiations at Evian and Lugrin had allowed us
to hope that a final settlement of the Algerian ques-
tion would be reached before the end of the first part
of the sixteenth session of the United Nations General
Assembly, but that unfortunately h!;ls not been the
case. Nevertheless, the Evian and Lugrin talks have
not been fruitless. They have made it possibleto pro-
gress towards a solution of the problem; they have

made it possible to cross the bridge from the notion
. of French Algeria to that of Algerian Algeria.
117. Of course, it might be said that, in the distant
past of theCremieux decree and the Violette pro-
jects, certain Algerians thought that their problem
could be sol"'!ed by political assimilation and by
acquiring the status of French citizens on an entirely
separate basis. But from 1946, on the eve of French
decolonization, Ferhat Abbas, ,a deputy of the Moslem
college and an authentic representative of Moslem
Algeria, was already calling, in the constituent
national Assem1Jly of the Fourth Republic, for an
Algerian Republic. We can still hear him saying, in
the lofty forum of the French National Assembly, that
what he was asking of France was not secession, but
something which conformed with France's historical
tradition. Among other arguments, he supported his
thesis by quoting the maxim of a deputy to the
National Convention of 1792, who said that one of
France's historic roles was to create republics
throughout the world. This dictum still remains valid,
for it should never be forgotten that, wherever France
has sown its culture and civilization, the political
ethics of 1789, consisting essentially in the rights of
man and of the citizen and the sovereignty of the
people, have imbued the minds and hearts of men,
whatever the colour of their skin or the latitude of
their country.

118. There is, however, no longer any need to
expatiate 'on this phenomenon, for General de Gaulle,
the President of the French Republic, and with him
the majority of the French people, have recognized
Algeria's right to self-determination and independ-
ence. On the other hand, there are still several
obstacles to be overcome. First of all, on the Al-
gerian side, there are the guarantees to he prOVided
for self-determination. Then on the side there
are, first, the guarantees to be given to the minority
of French or European origin living in Algeria, and
secondly, the guarantees to be given to foreign capital
invested in the exploitation of the oil of Algerian
Sahara.
119. These obstacles can, however, be eliminated by
negotiation. Senegal's consistent view on the settle-
ment of international dir:;putes has already been ex-
plained here by our Minister of Foreign Mfairs. It
may be described as dialogue and negotiation. We are
convinced that dialogue and negotiation are always
more effective than the language of weapons.
120. As we have already said here with regard to
Bizerta, we are convinced that on a basis of self-
determination and of national sovereignty for the -
entire territory of Algeria, including Algerian Sahara
it will be possible as soon as the gunfire has ceased
and hearts and minds have become calm, to find a
just settlement which will finally put an end to this
fratricidal war.
121. Mr. AIKEN (Ireland): Ever since Ireland be-
came a Member of the United Nations: in 1955, my
delegation has steadily upheld, both here in the
Assembly and in the First Committee, the right of
the people of Algeria to self-determination and in-
dependence. Consistently with the attitude we have
adopted in previous years, my delegation will vote
in favour of the draft resolution now before the
Assembly.
122. I feel bound to say, however, that the text
recommended by the First Committee in its report
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[A/5070] is by no means an adequate or even an
accurate reflection of our point of view on the prob-
lem of Algeria as it stands at present. For some
time now, those of us who are friends both of Eranee
and of Alger-ia have been watching with deep satis-
faction the steady progress which is apparently being
made towards a final settlement of the differences
between the French and Algerian peoples.
123. For our part, we hope and believe that before
many months 9. final solution of the Algerian problem
will be reached and the relations between France and
Algeria will be firmly established on a basis of
sincere co-operation and friendship. To achieve that
result, what is needed now is a spirit of mutual
understanding, a readiness on the part of each side
to take reasonable account of the viewpoint of the
other and a willingness to make the mutual coucee-
sions which all international agreements must entail
if they are to endure.
124. My delegation would have felt much happier if
the draft resolution now before us, instead of simply
endorsing one point of view, had breathed somewhat
more of this spirit of mutual tolerance and under-
standing. The second paragraph of the preamble, for
example, quotes General Assembly resolution 1514
(XV) of 14 December 1960 as requiring the ending of
colonialism in Algeria and recognizingAlgeria's right
to independence. The draft resolution rather ungene-
rously, we think, makes no reference at all to Gen-
eral de Gaulle's speech of 16 September 1959, in
which he specifically conceded Algeria's right to
se1£-determination-a speech which we in the Irish
delegation regard as a truly historic milestone in the
history of Algerian freedom.
125. As all of us know, the most significant and
encouraging development in connexion with the Al-
gerian problem within the last twelve months was the
establishment of direct contact between representa-
tives of France and representatives of the FLN
(Forces da la liberation nationals). As all of us must
recognize toe', it is on the outcome of bilateral dis-
cussions between the representatives of France and
of Algeria that the just satisfaction of Algerian
national aspirations and the establishment of lasting
peace and fruitful co-operation between the two
peoples will finally depend.
126. My delegation regrets that his obvious fact is
not recognized more specifically in t:le terms of the
draft resolution now before us. Now that the parties
seem to be already so close to agreement, our prin-
ciple concern should be to emphasize our hope that
agreement will soon be reached.
127. If this draft resolution is voted on paragraph
by paragraph, my delegation will feel obliged to
abstain in the vote on the sixth paragraph of the
preamble, The Irisrt delegation earnestly hopes that
the day is not far off when there will be not merely
a provtstcnal Government of the Algerian Republic,
but a free Government of Algeria recognized de jure
by 'ill the other Governments of the world. When that
day comes few nations will rejoice more sincerely
than the nation which I represent. For the moment,
however, the position is that, much as we
with Algerian national aspirations, their desrre for
independence my Government has not recogulzed any
provisional Government of the Algerian Republic,
and, that being so, I am unable to vote for a para-
graph in the preamble which might be held to imply
that we had done so.

128. While, as I said, my delegation-in keeping with
its recognition of the right of the Algerian people to
freedom and independence-will vote in favour of the
draft resolution, it will do so with some misgivings
for the reasons I have explained. No resolution of the
Assembly can solve the problem of Algeria. The best
way of solving it is by means of negotiations and
agreement between the representatives of the French
and the Algerian peoples. We are glad that these
negotiations are underway. For our part, we would
have been happier if the terms of the resolution
before us gave clearer and more positive expression
to that fact.
129. Mr. THORS (Iceland): Ever since the question
of Algeria was first placed before the United Nations
in 1955, the Icelandic delegation has constantly held
the view that not only is the General Assembly en-
titled to discuss the situation in Algeria but that the
United Nations has the duty to concern itself about
conditions in Algeria and the future of its people. It
should be remembered that in 1955 the views pre-·
vailing in the United Nations about the right to self-
determination for dependent peoples, andinparticular
about the relationship between France and Algeria,
were quite different from what they are today. The
atmosphere in general was much less favourable for
peoples seeking independence and freedom.
130. We consider that there can be no doubt that the
debates in the United Nations in previous years and
the interest shown for the people of Algeria by the
United Nations has had a sound and awakening effect
on all concerned and on all opinion in general. The
concern of the United Nations and the views expressed
in discussions during previous sessions have, to
some degree, we venture to say, had a favourable
influence on later progress and developments regard-
ing the future of Algeria and its people.
131. The delegation of Iceland dearly cherishes the
principle of self-determination of peoples and has
always endeavoured in its speeches and by its votes
here in the United Nations to enhance the universal
application of that ideal. This spirit has guided our
attitude by voting in favour of the draft resolution
now before the General Assembly.
132. In this draft resolution we recall the United
Nations resslution of 19 December 1960 by which the
General Assembly recognized the right of the Al-
gerian people to self-determination and independence,
and also stress the unity and territorial integrity of
Algeria. We furthermore express our deep concern
about the continuance of the war in Algeria, and call
upon the two parties to resume negotiations with a
view to implementing the right of the Algerian people
to self-determination and independence respecting
the unity and territorial integrity of -Algerta,
133. The. Icelandic delegation is happy to vote for
this drar, resolution and desires to expres.v its
fervent hope that the negotiations may lead to peace
and ensure the independence of Algeria and true and
lasting friendship between Algeria and France.
134. The PRESIDENT (translazed from French): I
invite the Assembly to vote on the draft resolution
which the Fitst Committee recommends to us for
adoption and which appears in its report [A/5070] on
agenda item 80. A roll-call vote h9D been requested.
A vote was taken by roll-otdl.
Para.guay, Having been drawn by lot by the Presi-

dent, was oalled upon to vote first. .

In..favour:
Sierra Lem
nyika, Thai
Soviet Soci
Republics, .
zuela, Yen
Austrfa, B
soviet Soci
(LeopoldvilJ
mark, Ethic
Guinea, HlJ
Iraq, Irelan
Libya, Malj
Niger, Nige
Against: :r

Litho in U.N•
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[A/5070] is by no means an adequate or even an
accurate reflection of our point of view on the pr(Jb-
lem of Algeria as it stands at present. For some
time now, those of us who are friends both of Franee
and of AlgeTta. have been watching with deep satis-
faction the steady progress which is apparently being
made towards a final settlement of the differences
between the French and Algerian peoples.
123. For our part, we hope and believe that before
many months 9. final solution of the Algerian problem
will be reached and the relations between France and
Algeria will be firmly established on a basis of
sincere co-operation and friendship. To achieve that
result, what is needed now is a spirit of mutual
understanding, a readiness on the part of each side
to take reasonable account of the viewpoint of the
other and a willingness to make the mutual COllces-
sions which all international agreements must entail
if they are to endure.
124. My delegation would have felt much happier if
the draft resolution now before us, instead of simply
endorsing one point of view, had breathed somewhat
more of this spirit of mutual tolerance and under-'
standing. The second paragraph of the preamble, for
example, quotes General Assembly resolution 1514
(XV) of 14 December 1960 as requiring the ending of
colonialism in Algeria and recognizingAlgeria's right
to independence. The draft resolution rather ungene-
rOllsly, we think, makes no reference at all to Gen-
eral de Gaulle's speech of 16 September 1959, in
which he specifically conceded Algeria's right to
se1£-determination-a speech which we in the Irish
delegation regard as a truly historic milestone in the
history of Algerian freedom.
125. As all of us know, the most significant and
encouraging development in connexion with the Al-
gerian problem within the last twelve months was the
establishment of direct contact between representa-
tives of France and representatives of the FLN
(Forces da la liberation nationals). As all of us must
recognize toe', it is on the outcome of bilateral dis-
cussions between the representatives of France and
of Algeria that the just satisfaction of Algerian
national aspirations and the establishment of lasting
peace and fruitful co-operation between the two
peoples will finally depend.
126. My delegation regrets that his obvious fact is
not recognized more specifically in t:le terms of the
draft resolution now before us. Now that the parties
seem to be already so close to agreement, our prin-
ciple concern should be to emphasize our hope that
agreement will soon be reached.
127. If this draft resolution is voted on paragraph
by paragraph, my delegation will feel obliged to
ah'3tain in the vote on the sixth paragraph of the
p:r-eamble. The Irisrt delegation earnestly hopes that
the day is not far off when there will be not merely
a provisic.nal Government of the Algerian Republic,
but a free Government of Algeria recognized de jure
by 'ill the other Governments of the world. When that
day comes few nations will rejoice more sincerely
than the· nation which I represent. For the moment,
however, the position is that, much as we
with Algerian national aspirations, their for
independence my Government has not recoglized any
provisional Government of the Algerian Republic,
and, that being so, I am unable to vote for a para-
graph in the preamble which might be held to imply
that we had done so.

128. While, as I said, my delegation-in keeping with
its recognition of the right of the Algerian people to
freedom and independence-will vote in favour of the
draft resolution, it will do so with some misgiVings
for the reasons I have explained. No resolution of the
Assembly can solve the problem of Algeria. The best
way of solving it is by of negotiations and
agreement between the representatives of the French
and the Algerian peoples. We are glad that these
negotiations are underway. For our part, we would
have been happier if the terms of the resolution
before us gave clearer and more positive expression
to that fact.
129. Mr. THORS (Iceland): Ever since the question
of Algeria was first placed before the United Nations
in 1955, the Icelandic delegation has constantly held
the view that not only is the General Assembly en-
titled to discuss the situation in Algeria but that the
United Nations has the duty to concern itself about
conditions in Algeria and the future of its people. It
should be remembered that in 1955 the views pre-·
vailing in the United Nations about the right to se1£-
determination for dependent peoples, andinparticular
about the relationship between France and Algeria,
were quite different from what they are today. The
atmosphere in general was much less favourable for
peoples seeking independence and freedom.
130. We consider that there can be no doubt that the
debates in the United Nations in previous years and
the interest shown for the people of Algeria by the
United Nations has had a sound and awakening effect
on all concerned and on all opinion in general. The
concern of the United Nations and the views expressed
in discussions during previous sessions have, to
some degree, we venture to say, had a favourable
influence on later progress and developments regard-
ing the future of Algeria and its people.
131. The delegation of Iceland dearly cherishes the
principle of self-determination of peoples and has
always endeavoured in its speeches· and by its votes
here in the United Nations to enhance the universal
application of that ideal. This spirit has guided our
attitude by voting in favour of the draft resolution
now before the General Assembly.
132. In this draft resolution we recall the United
Nations res)lutioIl of 19 December 1960 by which tha
General Assembly recognized the right of the Al-
gerian people to self-determination and independence,
and also stress the unity and territorial integrity of
Algeria. We furthermore express our deep concern
about the continuance of the war in Algeria, and call
upon the two parties to resume negotiations with a
view to implementing the right of the Algerian people
to self-determination and independence respecting
the unity and territorial integrity of 'Alge.ria.
133. The. Icelandic delegation is happy to vote for
this drafi, resolution and desires tlJ its
fervent hope that the negotiations may lead to peace
and ensure the independence of Algeria and true and
lasting friendship between Algeria and France.
134. The PRESIDENT (transla(;;ed from French): I
invite the Assembly to vote on the draft resolution
which the Fitst Committee recommends to us for
adoption and which appears in its report [A/5070] on
agenda item 80. A roll-call vote h9D been requested.
A vote was taken by roll-oull.
Para.guay, Having been drawn by lot by the Presi-

dent, was oalled upon to vote first. .

In..favour:
Sierra Lem
nyika, Thai
Soviet Soci
Republics, .
zuela, Yen
Aush-ia, B
soviet Soci
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mark, Ethic
Guinea, HlJ
Iraq, Irelan
Libya, Malj
Niger, Nige
Against: :r

Litho inU.N•



1085th meeting - 20 December 1961 1141

The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m.

nOOl-December 1962-2,175

Abstaining: Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Portugal,
Spain, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of Amertca, Uruguay, Argen-
tina, .Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Cameroon, Canada,
Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Co-
lombia, Costa Rica, Dahomey, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Gabon, Greece, Guatemala,
Haiti, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Lrxembourg, Mada-
gascar, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Panama.
The draft resolution was adopted by 62 votes to

none, with 38 abstentions.

Litho in 0 oN•

In.favour: Poland, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Sweden, Syria, Tanga-
nyika, Thailand, Tog..), Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Republic, Upper Volta, Vene-
zuela, Yeman, Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Albania,
Austrta, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cambodia, Ceylon, Congo
(Leopoldville)p Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Den-
mark, Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, Finland, Ghana,
Guinea, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Iraq, Ireland, Japan, Jordan, Laos, Lebanon, Liberia,
Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal,
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan.
Against: None
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The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m.

nOOl-December 1962-2,175

Abstaining: Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Portugal,
Spain, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of Uruguay, Argen-
tina, .Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Cameroon, Canada,
Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Co-
lombia, Costa Rica, Dahomey, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Gabon, Greece, Guatemala,
Haiti, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Lnxembourg, Mada-
gascar, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Panama.
The draft resolution was adopted by 62 votes to

with 38 abstentions.

Litho in 0 oN•

In.favour: Poland, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Sweden, Syria, Tanga-
nyika, Thailand, Tog..), Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Republic, Upper Volta, Vene-
zuela, Yeman, Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Albania,
Austl'ia, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cambodia, Ceylon, Congo
(Leopoldville)p Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Den-
mark, Ethiopia, Federation ofMalaya, Finland, Ghana,
Guinea, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Iraq, Ireland, Japan, Jordan, Laos, Lebanon, Liberia,
Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal,
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan.
Against: None



�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Annex 22 

United Nations Economic and Social Council, Commission on Human Rights, Eighteenth Session, “Use 
of the Terms ‘Declaration’ and ‘Recommendation’”, UN Doc. E/CN.4/L.610, 2 April 1962 



"--

E/CN.4/t.6l0
2 Apl'il

ENGLISH

Distr.
. LIMITED

FILE COpy
RETURN TO
DISTRIBUTION

Bureau C.

UN I rE

ECON
AND
SO C '''CD'U N'Cfl

COMMISSION ON RIGHTS
sessicn

USE OF mE TEEMS "DECLARATION" AND

by 'e;ne Office E! Legal Arfairs

1. At the reg.ues+' of the Commission on Human Rights, the following comments
on the use of the terms "declaration" and "reccmmenda"fjion" are su"bmittec. by the
Office of Legal Affairs.
2. The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary defines a "declaration" inter.
as; "The action of setting forth or announcing o];lenly, explicitly or fom.:llly:
a proclamation as embodied in a document, instrument or ];lublic a.ct." It defines
a "recOUlmendation" inter alia as: "The action of recommending a person or
thing worthy and desirable; Exhortation, advice. If These definitions may provide
the departure point for indicating the differences between a "declaration If and
"recozmnendationn •
3. In United Nations practice, a "declaration" is a formal and solemn
instrument, suitable for rare occasions when principles of great and lasting
importance are being enunciated, such as the Declaration on Human Rights.
A recommendation less formal.
4. Apart from the distinction just indicated, there is probably no difference
between a "recommendation ll or a "declaration" in United Nations practice as
far as strict legal principle is concerned. A "declaration" 0'1' a "recommendation"
is adopted by resolution of a United Nations organ. As such it cannot be made
binding upon Mem.ber states, in the sense that a treaty or convention is binding

-:co " ,

upon the parties to it, purely by'the device of terming it a "declaration"
rather than a "recozmnendationn • However, in view of the greater solemnity and
significance of a "declaration", it may be considered to impart, on behalf of

62-071l2 I·.·
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by 'practice, . ;; b;Y' .Cl'.StOiil become

recognized laying .
5..... In it may be said .that in United Nations practice, a
. is a solemn instrument resorted to only rare cases relating
to fllatters of major and lasting importance 'where maxim.um compliance is expected.
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United Nations
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
SEJ'ENTEENTII SESSION

Official· Records •
1194th

PLENARY MEETING
J.4 DfJQfUr/oor

N Il;W VG R.K

AGENDA ITEM 39

Permanent sovereignty over natural resources {concluded}

In the absetlOeof the President, Mr. Rifa'i (Jordan),
Vioe-President, took the Chair.

paragraph 9 to the vote and fourth and
Instly, I shnll put to the vote the drl\ft resolution
recommended by the second Committee as awhole, as
amended.
2. I now put to the vote operatrve paragraph 5. I Wish
to remind th,eAssembly that it de<>ided this afternoon,
under rule 87 of the rules of procedure, that this
question, and the related amendments, shall
be deoided by two-thirds of the'l,V1ombers present and
voting. A roll-call vote has been requested.
Jamaica, been lot by

was ca1.Ied to vote ft.rst. ' ,
In favour: Jordan, Lebanon, Libya. Mauritanii,

Mongolia, Morocco, Nigeria, Panama, Poland,
Romania, Saudi Arabia. Sierra Leone. Syria,

Tunisia, Uganda" Ukratntan Soviet
Socialist RepUblic, Vnion ofSovietSocialist Republics,
United Arab Republic, Yemen,Yugoslavia,Afghanistan,
Algeria"Bulgaria,Burma,ByelorussianSovietSoolalist
Republic, Cambodia, Oeylon, Congo (Leopoldvtlle),
Cuba. Guinea, Hungary. Indonesia,
Iran, Iraq.
Against.' Japan, Luxembourg, Mexico" Netherlands,

New Zealand. Norway, Pakistan, Paraguax, Peru,
Philippines, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Trinidad and
Tobago, Turkey, United Kingdom of GreatcBritain and
Northern Ireland, Untted States of America, Uruguay,
Venezuela, Argentina,,, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Brazfl, Canada, Chile. China, Colombia,Costa Rica,
Denmark,Dominican Republic,El Salvador, Federation
of Malaya, Fran,.ce, m..eeoe, GU9.temala, Honduras,
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, lta,ly.
Abstaining: .Jamaica" Liberia, Madagascar, 'Niger,

Rwanda, Thailand, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Chad, Cyprus, Finland, Gnana,
India, Ivory Coaet., , '.
Operative paragr.aph 5 was rejected by 41 votes to

38, with 15 abstentions. '
3. The PRESIDENT: Is any objection-to -the':
request fora separate vote on the first part of para-
graph 9? ()
4. I call on the representative of Italy on a point ,of
order.', '
5. Mr. ZADOTTI (Italy): 1 wish to
gation opposes the request for a separate vote. on
paragraph 9 of the draft resolution. '.

o
6. The PRESIDENT: An objection haGbeen r'aised. "I
shall. therefore put to a vote the motion"for division.

91 of the rules of procedure provides that two
speakers shall be given permission to
of the 'motion and two againstt"Does a,ny one'Wish to
flpeak? o v

7. Since no one wtshee to speak, I shall put to
the request for a separate vote, on the first pa,ft of

9. , '
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Agenda item :.15:
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Agenda item 57:
guestion ofSouth West Africa:"
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mittee for South West Africa,'
(b) Speoial educational and training pro-

grammes for South West Africa: report of
the Seoretary-General

Reports of t1Je Fourth Comlnittee and of the
Fifth Committee • • • • • • • • • i • • • • • • •

Agenda item 54:
Non-compliance of the GovernmentofPortugf,lf
with Chapter XI of the Charter of the United
Nations and with General Assembly resolu-
tion 1542 (XV): report of the Speoial Com-
mittee on Territories under Portuguese
Administration
Report of the Fourth Committee, • ..• . . • ,

President: Mr. Muhammad ZAFRULLA KHAN
(Pakistan>.

REPORT OF THE SECOND.COMMITTEE (A/5344/
ADD.1 AND ,ADD.1/CORR.1)

1. The PRESIDENT:. The' Assembly will now go into
the voting on the item under constderatton. The voting
will take place in the first, a separate
vote by roll-call on operative paragraph 5 of the
draft resolution in. the report of the Second Committee
[A/5344/Add.1 and Add.1/Con.1], as proposed by the
United Kingdom; second, I shall then put to the Assem-
bly the request of the representative of Burma for a
separate vote on the first part of operative paragraph
9, ,which reads: "Foreign Investment agreements
fr,eely entered into by or between .sovereign States
shall be observed in good faith": third, and depending
on the result of the preceding vote, I shall' put tha,t of
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The nlot{tmwas reJeoted by 45 votes to wIth:14

8, The PRESIDEN'l't As the motion for division has
not been adopted, I now put to the vote the dJ.'aft reso-
lutiQn as n whole, as amended, A roll-oall vote has

requested,
A was taken b.1" roll-Ollll,
,;Jordan, haVing been drall'n by lot by the Presicient,
was oalled upon to vote first.
In favour: Jordan, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya,
LuxemQ,pw,'g, Madagasoar, Ml\li, Mauritania, Mexioo,

Netherlands, NewZealand, NioaJ.'ugtla. Niger,
,Nigeria, NorwaY"Pakistan, Panama, PnJ.'aguny,
PhUippine,s, Rwnnda, Saudi'Arabia, Senagal, Sierrs.
L£lone.c;Spain. Sweden, Syria, Tangan.vika: Thailand,
Togo, Trinidad and 'l'obago, 'li.misia, Turkey, Ugandn,
United Arab Republio, United Kingdom of Great
Britain andNorthern Ireland, United States ofAmertca,
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia,
Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Burundl, Cambodia,
.camercon, Canada. Central Afrioan Republto, Ceylon,
"Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo (Leopolclville),
Costa Rica, Cyprus, Dahomey, Denmark, Dommtcan
Republio, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Federation ofMa.laya,
cFinland, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Ha.iti,Honduras,
Ioeland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaioa, Japan. .
Against: South Africa, France.
Abstainip-g: Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Ukrainian

Soviet Sooialist RepUblic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republios, Bulgaria., Burma, Byeloruasian Soviet
Socialist Republio, Cuba, Czeohoslovakia, Ghana,
Hungary.
The draft resolution, as amended, was adoptedby87

votes with 12 abstentions.
9. The PRESIDENT: I give the floor to representa-
tives who wish to explain their vote.
10. Mr. Ei.-BANNA(United Arab Republio): We have
supported and voted for the resolution, as amended,
because it compltes, to a great extent, with our point

I( of view on this item. In order to have a free hand in
adapting the economy, in suoh a way as to raise the
standard, of living of the people and to ensure that
development proceeds and is enjoyed by them, a
oountry may seek to remove certain elements of
economic dislocation, that may seriously hamper the
social and the economic targets of the development
plan. It is of vita}Jmportanoe to the developing ooun-
tries to have command over the way in which their
natural resources are exploited.
11. ,The resolution points out that the exploration,
development and disposition of the natural resouroes
of, a country, as well as their nationalization, expro-
priation or requisitioning, should be in conformity
, with' the rules" and conditions freely presoribed to by
that country, With appropriate compensation to owners
'of ..property. These rights• .it may be stressed, are in
accordance wi.th intern,ationallaw. Itis noteworthy that
theUntted Arab Republte, in 81l;ercisingits rights of

',' sovereignty,has lived up tp its foreign
of;compensation, TwoiJ!lportantexamples,

in this respect, are the Suez Canal compensattonand
tile eompensatlon to the United
whioh we have paid in full, at a time when We had
'hea.vY , on ,our ,balance ?fpayments, ,as

oomp:rehensive development plan.

12, concem has been expressed about the Impact of
the resolution on the flow of fOreign oapital. This
concern has, we feel, been taken cureof in the resolu-
tion, since compeneatton for property Is an impol·tant
prinoiple in O{ course, each individual
oountrY can teke the necesaaey steps on the national
plane to ccnceestena to foreign investment with
all approproiate guarantees, on a basis of mutual
benefit, not of explottatlon, We sho"ld like, in this
respect, to confirm tha Idea expounded in the fifth
preambular paragraph whiohdistinguishes between the
pre-tndependence; and the post-Independence contmota
conducted by different States, stnee full poUtion.l
sovereignty is a pJ.'erequisite for full economtc
sovereignty.
13. Colonialism and raolal dlscrtmlnntton, which
have been condemned in various forums, constttute
two kinds of violating the economto sovereignty rights
of the oountries where they stlll exist, since the re-
sources and peoples of these oountries are exploited
in suoh a way as to benefit prtmarfly either Iorelgners
or minorities, We would have liked that these two
aspects would have been explioitly mentioned in the
resolution. They are implioitly taken care of, however,
in the resolution, espeoially in operative paragraphs
1) 5 and 11.
14. As to the suggested amendment [A/L.412/Rev,2],
we voted for it' because we felt that the permanent
sovereignty over national resources is so important
an item that it should be continuously considered and
followed up by the United Nations.
15. We voted against the deletion of operative para-
graph 5 of the original draft resolution since the para-
graph confirms further the economic sovereignty
rights of nations and considers inadmissible aots
aimed at obstruoting the creation, defence and
strengthening of that sovereignty. We could not agree
to the argument that this paragraph Introduced an
element of Imbalance in the text of the draft, since in
other paragraphs of the draft, foreign investors' rights
are maintained.
16. The same constderatton of affirming further the
sovereignty rights of nations prompted my delegation
to vote for the amendment [A/L.414], We would have
liked to include the paragraph suggested in this amend-
ment and to maintain operative paragraph 5 in the
original draft. We voted for the draft, as amended, on
the understanding that the ideas contained in operative
paragraph 5 in the original draft as well as in the
amendment [A/L.414], are implicitly contained in the
resolution, especially operative paragraphs 4 and 6of
the original draft.
1'7. Mr. CHOLLET (France) French):
I should like to explain very briefly the reasons why
we are against the text of the resolution on permanent
'so''!ereignty over natural resources.
18. Our position, is based, as the Frenoh delegation
has seen fit to point 0\1.t on several occasions, on the
fact that we do not think thahthe Second Committee
is equipped to settle problem with
such complex and delioate IegalImpltoattons,
19. We still think that, before, the matter was
settled, the opinion of Uniteq. Nations organs corn-
petent to deal with legal ques'tions,13uch as the Sixth

of, the General ,AsseIllblyor the Inter-
national Law C0tnmission, should have been soUght.
However lauliable. the Second Committee's efforts to
produce compromise formulae may be when it deals
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with questloUB wit}lin its competence, thnt is to sny
essentially eoonomio questions, we think thnt it is
taltlngthe wrong rond and running serious risks when
it tries singlehnnded to outline comprcmtse formulae
on texts whioh are primarUy oonoerned 'with matterfJ
of law.
20. For the same reasons, my delegation abstnined
from voting on the thirteen-Power amendment
[A/L.412/aev.2J, whioh in our view raises simlla\'
objeotions in that, instead of appenUng to the legal
authorities whioh we have mentioned, it refers con-
tinued oonsideration of this question
or eoonomio bodies.
21. We still think that it would be a waste of time to
try to lay down definitive without first
requesting the opinionofthoee representativeswhoare
empowered by the various states to deal with legal
questions.
22. We hope, however, that when he embarks upon
the study whioh he has been requested to make, the
Secretary-General will see fit to suggest that either
the Sixth Committee or the International Law Com-
mission should be consulted.
23. Mr. BUTTI (Iraq): While explaining our vote on
the resolutton just adopted by the t and for
whioh we have voted, my delegation wishes to stress
the fact that Member States and all oountries of the
world, whose nationals and whose Governments are
engaged in oapital investment and the exploitation of
national natural resouroes, keep in mind in their
deliberations the interests of the devetopingoountrdes
who have freed themselves from politioal domination.
24. We have listened to some speakers in defenoe
of further exploitation of people of the less developed
oountrtes. These speeches deserve a brief answer.
It is a faot that politioal freedom, partioularly in the
second half of the twentieth oentury, has brought with
it a new type of colonial effort in the interest of the
giants of .trade, the developed empires of the world.
Neo-colonialism, which is so evident in all its un-
graceful forms, is a measure taken by the States
which were once the masters of the seas and which
possessed powerful armies in all the corners of the
world. Continents "have suffered for ages as a result
of the industrial revolution and of the expansion of
trade for the benefit of only a handful of states. The
giants of iIivestment have subjugated huge areas ofthe
world and millions of people for their own interests.
This is the essence of the longdebates that the Second
Committee engages in concerning the development of
"the developing nations. It is because the colontzers
had exploited', and are still exploiting, the natural

of many nations, in order to meet their own
ends, that the United ;Nations is now oonfronted with
programmes such as'Teclmical Assistance and inter-
national financing and assistance in general, to the
less developed countries. Nobody can deny the fact
that many nations that have been blessed with enor-
mous natural wealth are now referred to as, and are
in fact, less developed because the colonizers made
them so. It is a historical faot that the flags of empires
have followed the so-called merchants, traders and
investors to continents SI.1ch as Africa, Asia"andSouth
America.
25. In-the debates 011 the permanent
natura.l resources, my delegation'sintervention!3were
in the tnterests of the majority of nations for

Almost all of these nations, inoludingmy

own, were subjugated to imper.\aUsm in one
way or al\other. We have theX'efore listened with
interest to the' cbjeotions raisoo''1>y aooeee of repre-
sentatives of the less developed,coountrles to Ul0
efforts whtch persisted for the purpose of furthering
the interests of the highly devf;lJoped oountries at the
expense ofUle less developed. My delegation's main
objeotions to the Anglo-Amerioan amendments and to
the prinoiples embodied in them. oould be summarized
as follows.
26. We regard agreements signed between companies
and sovereign as simple oontracts, governed
and protected py thedomestlclawsofsovereignStates.
If the word "agreements" still exists in the resolution
whioh was just adopted and if it may refer to agree-
ments between oompanies and States, we still do not
see any reason for its observance in an international
instrument. Suoh agreements have been signed over
the ages between companies and sovereign States of
many cl.luntries and have been subjeot to the national
laws of tilese countriea.
27. In operative paragraph 4 of the resolution, my
delegation wishes to confirm that the expression
"na:tional jurisdiotion of the State taking such measures
shall be exhausted" does not mean the end of the
application of national law.
28. We voted in favour of the amendments [A/L.312/
Rev.2] presented by thirteen delegations, with the

that all efforts should be resorted to in the
oonfirmation of the rights of a ecvereign state for the
protection of the national interests of its people and
of the principles of sovereignty. It is our hope that the
states which have always talked about helping the less
developed countries in their efforts for developing
their economic and sooial conditions will let the
principles r.f, t..le United Nations Charter and the
principles embodied in the United Nations resolu-
tion on the Development Decade [1710 (XVI)] guide
them in their deliberations. Inasmuch as all sovereign
states wish to honour their agreements, their rights
to sovereignty should not be injured. It is a we11-
known fact that, if the less developed countries
which possess natural resources and natural wealth
are helped to use the profits resulting from the ex-
ploitation of these resources by foreign capital, "it
will undoubtedly ease the pressureson UnitedNations
technical assistance funds, which can then be released
in the interests of the developing countries whioh are
in need of them.
29. My delegation voted in favour of the amendment
submitted by the Soviet Union delegation [A/L.414].
We did so because it contains all the confirmation re-
quired in a United Nations resolution ofthe inalienable
right of nations to nationalization, expropriation and
all measures, aimed at pr,ptecting' and strengthening
their complete sovereignty over anything 'Which is
theirs. This is why"we also voted for the retentionof
operative paragraph 5 9f the resoluflon, 1,'his is
alsowhy wii voted in favour of thedeletion of the first
sentence of operative 'paragraph 9, as suggestedby the
delegation of Burma.' We did that with tbepurpose of
removing any doubt about whatl3overeign1:'J is. tn,spite
of its retention, .we .must 1.teep 1]1 mind tha:t
sixty nations voted for the draftre1301ution and only
,five voted against it in the Committee. It
strange and if, I may say so illogical, to feel the
necessity. in a Uriited Nations resolution which is an
international instrument to theobservlUiceo
of contracts between.companies and States,a.ndnot;to .
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AGE·NDA ITEM 25

The situation wJth regard to the .implementation of the
.Declaration on' thegrantiogof iridepende-nce to colonial
countries and peoples: report of the Special Committee
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r> e.emphaatze the inalienable right of sovel'eign States to appropI,'iate oompensation and, as always, nes faith-
whtoh I have just referred. In the view of my delega- fully fUlfilled its commttmente,
tton, it is of high Importance to emphasize the :right • t
of sovereignty of States 11,1 an Intemattonal instrument 36. Finally, he Mextoan delegation voted in favour
..' of the resolution as a whole as amended, for it con-

30. In conoluston, poUtionl freedom of the less de- siders that, although we may not find some parts of it
velopcd oountries should not be jeopardized by the altogether satisfaotory, this document represents an
efforts of the developed naUgns, whioh expect to fur- Impol'tant deolnration on the indisputable rights of
ther thair own development and Inoreaae their own peoples and nations to permanent sovereignty over
wealth, The interests of the less developed oountries their natural wealth and resouroes.,
should beprotected by the United Nations in order-'
that the prtnotplea embodied in the Oharter could be 37. Mr. (Mauritania): We have justfinished
fuUilled, for a petter world free from rgnorance, voting on the I eaolutlon on the permanent sovereignty
pover ty a d disease of states over th(lir natural resources, I oast my vote

n • in fa.vour of the as a whole, as amended,
31. From today's' debate it seems that there still with the follOWing reasons in mind. First of all, we
exist in the world efforts to maintain the privileges voted against the deletion of operative paragraph 5,
whtoh imperialism enjoyed for oenturies. But! submit because this, in the mind of my delegation, was the
that the world of today is different from the world of central theme for many oountrtes, espeoially those
yesterday01; More than sixty nations have joined the developing countries who strive for some sort of in-
United Nations since its emergence, They are mostly ternational document, to define their relationships
countries that have freed themselves from the yoke with other countrtes which might be interested in
of colonlaltam, We look forward together with the investing capital,
millions of people of the world to the day when all the 38. However, under parliamentary rules, the majority
countries of the world will be freed from colonialism, rules. Even though my delegation voted in favour of
nee-colonialism and exploitation. the resolution as amended, we do not consider this
'32; Mr. AMADOR (Mexico): The Mexican delegation instrument. to be final or the only guidelines a.t whioh
would like to explain briefly its votes on the draft this Assembly can arrive in the future. But my dele-
resolution in dooumentA/5344/Add.L, ooncemlngper- gation, in spite of.the defioienoies and in spite ofthe
manent sovereignty over natural rescurces, in order incompleteness of the resolution, believes that it
to feool'd lits position on this subject, sinoe it did not offers oertain prmotples, espeoially those expressed
participate in the relevant in the Second in operative paragrapha 1. 2 and 5.

or at the present session of the General 39. On a previous occasion in the SecondCommittee,
. I stressed the attitude of my oountry towards foreign

33. Basing its position fundamentally and shakeably capital investment. that is to say, our feeling about
on the political.Constitution of the United States of investment in pursuit of developing our economtes,
Mexico and on the. laws derived therefrom, and Our attempt here in the General Assembly was to
actuated ,byMexico's traditional andfaithfulfulfi1ment obtain (I. well-balanced document, aoceptable to all
of its international obligations, as "also by its respect parties concerned and to those interested in the in-
for'the standards of .international law which it has vestment of capital in developing countries. espeoially
accepted, the Mexican delegation considers that the those with natural resources,
draft resolution submitted by theCom-,
.mission on Permanent Sovereignty over Natural 40..We to make as clear, as possible all in- .
Resources Yconstitutes a balanced textwhich took into volvements. in the area, which the small countries
account various points of view and was the outcome of might be able to see and understand, so that
lengthy dtscusston I' would have guidelines to enable them to visualize tile

• 0 situation In the future, should some differences occur. 11

34. i!JI.y delegation voted in favour of the first two However. my delegation and my Government would
amendments proposed by the delegations of thirteen never anticipate that any differences would occur in
countries in document A/L.412/Rav.2, but abstained this case. This is a matter of formalities.
on the third amendment because we are not convinced l:
th t lt Id be u eful or appropriate to continue the 41. We strove. here to obtaln the neoesaary safe-
a 1 WOU. . S '" .. guards. However,my delegation would like to see a

.,study of the various aspects 9f permanentsov,erelgnty better instrument, based on a serious study of inter'-
natural resources. The Me.xican delegation voted national law, so that the old colomal theories, on the

against of. 5 of the one hand, and the international law of the twentieth
draft copsidered that para- oentury on the other,can be compared to.and correlated
graPh:,ha.d Implteations whioh could'pe grven an.mter- With, tne principles of the Charter of.. the United
pretation running counter to tpe.prmoiples ,,:.hich my Nations. My ..delegation, therefore,pelieves that the
Government tnstrument-;") have arrived at so far would, in the
00., the provistona the Mexican Which, future,help,ols to see the areas where we can find·a
for example, state.l.;. in regard t? exproIlriatl?ns better understanding, among those exploiting the
these ,may be carrted out solely ID the public Interest natural resources ana those that are using the capital
and Wlth:payment,of compensatton. for tile development economies•
.S5, For similar reasons we votedagaiqatthe amend- "
ment proposed by the delegation of the SovietUnion in
document A/L.414. As is well known, in the two most
_ outstanding cases ooncemmg land and onexprojma-
tidn in·Mexico, my GoV'ernment promptly paid' the
...J! of the Commission oh Sovel'eignty over Natural
Resources. (United Nations publication, Sales No.: 62.Y.9)o Annex, pp.
276 and 277. " --
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esta'bUshed under General Assembly resolution 1654 (XVI)
(contlnued)* 11

/f 0

42. The PRESIDENT: We will again take up the re-
port of the Speoitll Committee [A/5238]. The Assem-
bly has belore it a draft resolution submitted by
thirty-four I'owers,,[A/L.410 and Add.1].
43. I give the floor to representatives who wish to
explain their vote before the voting.
44. Mr. VOEUNSAI SONN (Cambodia) (translated
from li'renoh): Mydelegation will vote in favour of the
draft resolution before us [A/L.410 and Add.I], which
mentions ail the essential provisions relating to the
work of deoolonizatlon undertaken by' .the United
Nations, It cannot help expressing its regret, however,
that it cannot join the sponsors, as it did in two con-
seoutive years in oase of resolutions 1514 (XV)
and 1654 (XVI), This non-parttotpatton, whioh should
not be interpreted as taoit disapproval, Is due to
praotioal considerations concemlng the number of
members of the Speoial Committee and the establish-
ment of a time-limit for the granting of independence
to aI-I colonial Countries and peoples,
45. My delegation is still in favour of speeding up
the work of the Specia! Committee" for the Government
and people of Cambodia would like to see all forms of
colonialism and foreign domination eliminated as
soon as possible. It made oertain oomments to that
effect in its'intervention of 27 November" last [1l77th
meeting]. Speaking about the number of members of
the Speoial Committee, my delegation expressed the
fear that too great: an increase in the number might
.hamper the' acceleration of the Committee's work,
46, With regard to the establishment of a time-limit
for all territor1es which have not yet achieved inde-
pendence, my delegation said that it was not against
that principle but, having in mind paragraph 5 of
resolution 1514 (XV), we think that a fixed date might
be either too soon or too late, given the greatly
varying ctroumstancea,

We note, however, that the paragraphs of the draft
resolution which refer to that aspect of the rueetton
take into account, On the one hand, the desire to see
the application of the Deolaration on decolontzation
completed as soon as possible and, on the other hand,
the heed to give the Special Committee an opportunity
to examine all before making its recom-
mendations for a'ttme-Itmit to be applied to all cases.
48. I should also like to point out, in connexion with
the Becretary-General'e report on the financial Im-
plicationsof the draft resolution [A/C.5/962], that the
possible .dissolution of the, Special, Committee for
S,outh West Africa andthe SpecialCommitteeonTerri-
tortes under Portuguese Administration. is likely to
result iD. savings.

In conclusio11 notwithstanding the comments which
it .has just made in all objectivitY,my delegation will
vote in favour of the draft resolutionbefore-the General
Assembly. 0

50.Mr, BINQHAM(United states of America): First
of all, on behalf 'ofmy delegation,lshould like to

for whatwe know
the very extensive labours.of the drllfters of the reso-
lutionbeforeus [A/L.410 and Add.i]. We know that a
greataealof effort and mutual accommodation went

this work., and .we the
• Resumed from the 1192nd

Chairman for his part in bringing together many
points of view and in attempting'to reconotte them.
We know that the group faced many diffioulties in this
process. At the same time, I do want to say that my
delegation is disappointed in the draft reSOl\ltion in
some reepects, Fh'st of aU, there "hasCbeen no effort
made to correct, or to make: provision for correct-
ing, some of the shortcomings in the in
the work of the Committee that we commented on in
our statement during the general, debate [1171st
meeting]. Nor has there been any effort made to make
provision for eliminating the tendency towards the
cold war in the Committee, which we also commented
on in the general debate.
51. The major problem that we see in this draft
resolution, is the reference, in the final preambular
,1>Rragraph, and in operative 8 <!2), to setting
a time-limit £01' the achievement of the Deolaratlon on
the granting of independence to all territories. io
" 52. There seem to us to be many arguments against
such an idea, and we have not heardoonvtnotng argu-
"ments in favour of it. I will come back to that in a
moment. But first I should like to mention briefly some
other points in connexion with the draft resolution
with which we have some difficulty.
53. First of all, in operative paragraph 2, mydelega-
tion assumes that the methods and procedures des-
cribed as having been adopted by the Committee are
those sOet forth in Chapter I, paragraph 112, of the
Special Committee's report [A/5238]. We woulg have
preferred, however, that the resolution state this
explicitly.
54. Similarly, with respect to operative paragraph 6,
we interpret that paragraph to inplude the idea of the

of the right of self-determination in all its
various manifestatlons, We :wish that this paragraph
had been as complete ,on this point as is the Deolara-
tion on the granting of independence [resolution 1514
(XV» itself.
55. With regard to operative paragraph 7, in the
View of my delegation, noexpansion in the memberahip
of the Committee is necessary-or perhaps even de-
sirable. We are Jearful of making Committee too
large and unwieldy. If any expanstonIn the member-
ship of the Committee were to be approved, we should
prefer that only four members be added•.
56. With\ regard to the distribution .of the seats, if
there are to be additional members,. we are glad to
leave that in the hands of thePresideh\ofthe General
Assembly, We assume, of course; that he .will con-
sult widely,.with Members of the General
Assembly. I am eoristrained.to say,however, that we
)\Iould not agree. about the '.' fairness ,of the ,type of
distribution of. seats whicl\ was 'suggested by the

when he presented the
report of thespon$Ors<in introducmg the draft resolu-o
tion, ..' f} " .' '" "

f.> '
57. With regard to paragraph 8 (Q),
questions the of a paragraph which asks the

to submit to
next year· a.full reportcontaiD.ip,g.its E\uggeations "and
recommendations on all the;territor,ies .mentioned .in
operative paragraph .50£ tM Declaration ontl1egra1}t-
m,.g to co!onia! countries and ,Peoples.In .the' first ph:lce,.we "lite•. fearful thatsinoe it. is"not
'specific territories, .. bl1t., ·,of· territories,

are mentioned, .mU()l\ tittle _JIlay ,be lQst
in the Committee'iD. an effort to determiIle just which

;;; '.1
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al':-, inoluded under paragraph 5 of the
Deolaration, Even if 'that task could be accompliahed,
we believe that, in the time available, it would be tm-
praotioable to make anadequate report to the Assembly
dealing with all the territories concerned, in any
individual way,
58, I should now like to return to the matter of time-
limits, which we regard as the basic flaw in the draft
resolution as presented, 1 would restate briefly the
constderationa whioh, in our view, militate against the
idea of suoh an over-all time-limit.
59. Pl'incipally, it to us that this idea repre-
sents an over-simplification ofwhat is basically a very
oomplex problem, with many different problems
arising in each case. For that reason, we do not think
it is possible to set a time-l\mit or a target date that
can be applied to all terrttortes, Indeed, we feel that
any attempt to set such a time-limit would be so un-
realistic as actually to oast discredit 011 the United
Nations itself, and particularly on the generally laud-
able efforts of the United Nations in the field of
decolonization.
60. I would ask this question: what sort of date is it
oontemplated that the Committee might set? Would it
be a date several years away? I recall thr..t at the six-
teenth session [1050th meeting] the Foreign Minister
of Nigeria suggested 1970 as the time-limit for the
achia'vf.}ment of independence by all the territories in
Afrioa. But, as I recall it, that suggestion did not
receive a great deal of support. There was a wide-
spread feeling that setting a time-l1mitso far away
IIlight actually provide an excuse for delay in the pro-
cess of granting self-determination and independence.
On the other hand, is it contemplated that a time-limit
should be set at an early date-for example, in 1963,
as was suggested from thio rostrum earlier in the
session by a very distinguished gentleman? I would
submit that a date in 1963 would be wholly unrealistic
and that there would not be a single representative in
this .Hall who would really suppose, for one instant,
that all the territories could achieve self-determina-
tion and independence as early as 1963 or in the im-
mediate future. To attempt to setsuchadate, or actu-
ally to set it, would be to misleadtragically the popu-
Iatlons of the territories concerned and to raise their
hopes to a degree that would be absolutely unjustified
by the possibilities of achieving any such result. And
what, may I ask, would happen if the date set passed
without the achievement of independence? Would the
United Nations then set another date, and after that
date had passed still another? I submit that this would
be.to make this Organization seem ridiculous.

,. C)

61. Now it has peen said that settinga time-limit will
. speed up theprocess of decolonization, the grantingof
self-determination and il}dependence. I should like
to ask this question: in what specific way would it
help? In what territory would the achievement of
independence be advanced by setting an. over-all
target date? On the contrary, the setting of such a
date might well Interfere with the process. It might
well be, as.wesay, counter-productive.
62. It may be said that,. in the draft resolution, the
'Committew is not instructed to. set such an over-all
target date. Yet.it seems tome,whenone takes .the last
pal'agraph of. the preamble together with paragraph 8
(b),.the draft resolution as a whole must 'be read as an
1iistruction to the' Committee to set suchaJargetdate.
It. is .perhalls true. that, .' of the two paragraphs,' the
preambular paragraph is the one tobe regretted more,

but the combination of the two leads to a result whioh
is quite unaooeptable to my delegation. Itwouldgive to
the Speoial Committee, whioh has such importantwork
to perform, an impossible task. The Speoial Com-
mittee would, I fear, waste a great deal of its limited
time wrangling over What is really an insoluble prob-
lem: the setting of an over-all time-limit or target
date.
63. For those reasons my delegationwishes formally
to ask that there be a separate vote on the last para-
graph of the preamble and on the following words at
the end ofparagraph 8 (2): "inoludingrecommendations
concerning the fixing of an appropriate time-limit".
64. TO oonclude, I should like to address a plea to
Members of the Assembly. A small number ofdelega-
tions have fought very hard for this idea of introducing
the. time-limit concept in the draft resolution; I have in
mind one delegation. in particular. Those delegations
are fully within their rights in fighting for such a con-
cept, and I want to pay a tribute to them for the ability
and tenacity with which they have fought for this
concept through stage after stage of the drafting
and presentation of this draft resolution. The heads
of their Governments may well be proud of the work
their representatives have done in this task. But this
is not a reason for those ofus who oppose, as a matter
Qf oonvtotton, the correctness of this concept not to
vote for our convictions. Surely it shows no lack of
respect for a delegation, a country, or group of coun-
tries, to vote 'against something proposed by thatdele-
gation or country or group of countries. Such differ-
ences indicate the vigour and health of our Organiza-
tion, and it would be a sad day, indeed, for the United
Nations if the time came when it would be otherwise,
that it would somehow show a lack of respect for a
delegation, or a group of delegations, to oppose a
proposal they had made. For that reason I appeal to
those delegations here-and I believe they are in the
majority-who are opposed to this time-limit idea to
vote against. these twoparagraphs, the last preambular
paragraph and the last part of paragraph 8 (!2).

65. Mistaken proposals cannot be dropped out ofdraft
resolutions simply by abstentions. Negative votes are
required. My delegation would like very much to be in
a position to support this draft resolution. I am sorl'Y
to say that we will be unable to do so if the last pre-
ambular paragraph and the last part of paragraph 8
(!!) are retained; and if that happens, I am sorry to say
also that our whole attitude toward the Special Com-
mittee will be affected. .

. .
66. Mr. OKl\.ZAKI (Japan): Since November 1960ithas
.been a traditton in this Assembly that a large number
of countries' of Asia and Africa jointly sponsor an
.important resolution on the general principles of
Untted Nations policy with respect to the question of
colonialism.
67. I am referring to resolution 1514 (XV), which
was originally sponsored by forty-three Asian and
African. States, and tores.olution 1654 (XVI), which
was likewise sponsored by thirty"eight States from
the same continents.
68. The sponsoring countries are really the States
which are.among thosemost directly concernedwith the
problem .of colonialism. By.far. the majority of them,
at one. time or another' in their recent history, have
expertenoed colonial different. J,tinds.
There is' no denying that some of these (lountries have
suffered much, but they have refus.ed.·to.succUJ:qb·to
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78. With regard to the text as awhole, my delegation,
which took part in the oonsultations prior to the
preparation of the draft resolution, is in favour of the
text proposed. We know that that text is the result of
negottattonand compromise and we cannot expect it
to fit in perfectly with our views. It is for tli'at reason
that, although the draft resolution oIiiits, inter alia,
any reference. to the important question of the list of
territories within the competence .of the Special
Committee, we are prepared to vote in fav()w.:- of it.
79. There is one other point. however, onWhioh my
delegation. WhicJ..1 is a member of the Special Com-
mittee. has serious reservations: lam referring to
paragraph 7. which would enlarge the membership of
the .Special Committee by.,the addition.of seven new
members. 'We should like to draw the Assembly's
attention to. the danger that this all).endment represents
to the delicate .... balance established by the present
membership. The of seats is

:

I
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the temptation of an emotionalapproaohto the question resolution if they are put to the vote separately.
of oolonialif:lm. Instead. they have demonstrated the Otherwise. this document represents the rel3Ultl3 ota
high order of their politioal wisdom by resolutely fair and general agreement among a of
ohoosing a oonstruotive approach based on respeot Afrioan and Asian delegations. Although many of us
for might not feel entirely Satisfied with oertain wording

it is not dtffioult to subsoribe to the general opntent oi69. The aotiVities of the Committee of Seventeen" the resolution.
established under resolution 1654 (XVI), have amply
proven the rightness of this approach, Frank andopen 74. Perhaps we need not emphasize here the neoes-
disoussion among the members of this Speoial Com- sity of a very oareful and reasonable interpretation of
mtttee, whioh represents all the shades of opinion any written document, and partioUlarly of a resolution
existing in the Organization. have helped us aoquaint of the General Assembly on a matter as important as
ourselves better. not only With the actual situations this question of eolonlaltsm, The fine work of the
obtaining in various parts of the world, but also with present Speoial Committee has been, I submit. largely
the diverse and equally weighty. views of different due to the high degree of disoretion whioh all of its
nations sharing the same conviotions. My delegation present members have displayed in the interpretation
believes that the entire Assembly owesa vote of warm of both resolution 1514 (XV) andresolution 1654(XVI).
thanks to the Speoial Committee for the spirit in whioh and. in partioular. with respect to the soope of the
it has approached its tasks and the excellent work it competence of the Speoial Committee itself. Thedraft
has done. resolution before us is also. when it is adopted. going

to constitute an important basic document for the
70. Following through in this tradition. we. thecoun- Committee. Some of its stipulations require. as mytries of Asia and Africa have again this year under-
taken the task of drafting a resolution [A/L.410 and delegation sees it. the most oareful interpretation
Add.1]. Mydelegation has again had the privilege and and implementation on the part'of all concemed.
honour of working through all the stages of this joint 75. I am particularly referring here to operative
enterprise. AndI can assure the Assembly that all of paragraph 8, sub-paragraphs and (Q). With respect
us involved in this task have been .engagedfor several to SUb-paragraph (Q). for example. lam sure that all
weeks in the most eertous discussions. extending of here cannot fail to serious implicatiq,ns
over long hours. whioh a haphazard interpretation of such words. as
71. The main difficulty. as can easily be understood. "all the territorieS' mentioned in paragraph 5 of the
centred around the question of a time-limit for the Declaration" could most certainly entail.
complete implementation of the Declaration on the 76. Before concluding, I would like to point out that
granting of independence to colonial countries and the increase in membership of the Special Committee
peoples [resolution 1514 (XV)]. There is no doubt, as from seventeen to twenty-four might createnewprob-
has always been the case in our discussions. that a lems. However, we are confident that the President
great degree of compromise was necessary on the of the Assembly. with his usualwisdomwhichall of us
part of all the delegations concerned. and a large here have had ample opportunities to admire. will so
measure of agreement was achieved on almost all reorganize this important Special Committee that the
points except tliis one question of a time-limit. The goodworking conditions of the presentOommltteewtlt
draft resolution nowbefore the Assembly is the result be maintained and, if possible. even improved,
of this work.
72. The Japanese delegation has always held an ob- 77. Mr. Taieb SLIM (TUnisia) (translated from
[eotion against the idea of fixing a time-limit with French): 'The Tunisian delegation has already had an
respect to, the process of decolonization. We have opportunity to give the Assembly I1l81st meeting] its
expressed our view on this matter each time the views on the report submitted by the Special COol-
occasion required. In short, the basic position of my mittee of Seventeen [A/5238] and will therefore not
delegation is that the fixing of a time-limit by the revert to all the points raised by the thirty-four
Assembly is clearly n9t in consonance with the high Power draft resolution [A/LAlO anq Add.I], We
political functions proper to this organ. By indulging should simply like to express our gratitude to the
in such an effort, the Assembly would dangerously be sponsors o! the draft resolution for thework they have

done.encumbered with and, in the end. be left at the mercy
of. all the fluctuations .of fast-changing internal
,politics in a given territory. Some of my friends here
seem to believe that the fixing of a time-limit can
constitute .a powerful political. pressure against re-
tarding Adniinistering Powers. I am sorry to say that I
must disagree. The making of a nation or the attain- ,
ment of self-determination is a serious affair.We
think that.we .cannot afford to pursue an uncertain
political gain, at the risk ofmost serious difficulties
and dangers, to which all concerned. including the
Organization. would most .. certainly. be exposed by
fixing a. time-limit-althoughtl1"e.Japanese delega-
tion' fUlly appreotates the genuine motives of those
of,our friends who·lidvQca.te such a time-limit.
73. 1 ha.vesetforth the reasons whymy delegation

strong reservations with .respect to the seventh
preambularparagraph and the lastphrase ofoperative

.@of the draft resolution before us. We
feel c?nstrained' t,o oppose parts ()f the draft
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,.83.'l,\ir. DEMETROPOULOS (Greece)(translated from
'Frenoh): The, Greek delegation will be happy to vote
ID favour of the draft resolution [A/L.410and Add.1)
as ..11 WhOle. . .> "

84.' purpolioy has 111lways been based onthe
that all dependentpepples. must exercise their rlght
toself-deterJPination within as brief 'a space of time
as is historically possible. SinoEtthe·endofthe second
World War, the 'nt:1ect. for attaining this objective has
'been accepted and understood by nearly every colonial
Power, and !nreoerit years the United Nations has

not ideal, but in praotioe it has proved to be helped, through its and the means
fairly representative of the trends of opinion in the available to it, to accelerate this process,
Organization on the problems () of oolonialism and 85. As the \\ Trusteeship Counoil draws near to the
decolcntaatlon, We understand, of ccurse, that in view oompletion of its mission, the funotions it has been
of the inorease in the number of Members of the performing have devolved, within a Wider field of
United NaUons, it may be neoesaary to make some action upon the Speoial Committee of Seventeen.
small change in the oomposition of the Speoial Oom- '
,mittee. In that oonnexlon, it may be recalled that of 86. We find ourselves unable to give our whole-
the six newest Members of the United Nations four hearted support to each and every point made in the
belong to Afrioa and twoto CentralandSouth Amerioa. of the Speoial Committee ofSeventeen [A/5238)
We think that within the present balance the addition or even to every paragraph and sub-paragraph of the
of two members might have been sensible and useful. draft resolution on whiohwe are called upon to vote.
In faot, a brief survey shows that the Afrioan con- In a field in whioh S1> many tendenoies and so many
tinent has a slight advantage in the present compost- prejudioes are found. so muoh idealism and so muoh
tion of the Speoial Committee. an advantage whioh is deep-rooted restatanoe, so many misoonoeptions con-
readily understandable in view of the faot that the oerning the objeotives and the most effeotive means
oolonized territories of Afrioa are the largest and of attaining them, it would perhaps be too muon to
most thiokly popUlated of any of the territories still expect that an endeavour in whioh all the Members of
under the colonial rllgime. All those who believe in the United Nations have wished to collaborate should
deoolonization can oonsider tpe representation of be free of all defeots and should enjoy unanimous and

only"in the light of future prospeots. wholehearted support. should like. however. topay
a tribute both to the members of the Speoial Com-

80. There is no doubt that it is the African states mittee of seventeen and to the sponsors of the draft
whioh are inoreasing most rapidly in numbers in the resolution for the spirit of realism whiohhas enable
United Nations as deoolonization condnues, We are them in such a vast and complex question to produoe
therefore oonvinoed that the present balance in the a acceptable document, •
membership of the Speoial Committee should be
maintained. In our opinion the addition of two. three 87. We share the conviotion of the sponsors of this
or even four members might be accepted without ab- text that the Declaration on the granting of indepen-
Bolutely destroying the present balance, That would dence to colonial countries andpeoples [resolution 1514
not be the case if the number of members was in- (XV)) and the establishment of the Speoial Committee
oreased by seven. as the draft resolution proposes, have made an invaluable moral contribution to the
because that would not only threaten thebalanoe in decolonization effort. We congratulate the sponsors of
the Committee 'but dangerously hamper the the draft resolution on the moderation with whiohthey
effectiveness of its ..\ '_ have tried to redefine the Special Committee's terms

, of reference. We are convinoed that the members of
81, The effeot!veness of the Special Committee s thlf.l Committee, drawing their inspiration from the
work is sometfilng, I am sure, to whioh the members spirit which prevailed in the drafting of this text. will
of the Assembly attaoh as muoh importance as we do. be able' to perform their responsible task
Moreover, one of the reasons most often put forward fully by interpreting their terms of referenoe with all
in favour of suoh an .expanslon of the Speoial Com- the neoessary restraint given the complexity and
mittee's membership is the possible dissolution of diversity of the problen:s before them and the legal
other committees responsible. for dealing with ques- limitations they will have to observe. .
tions whioh are within the Special Committee's oom-
petenoe. This very day, however, the Fourth Com- 88. At a time when the Trusteeship System is draw-
mittee has reoommended the continuation of the ing to a close and the end of oolonialism is already in
principal organ whose. competence extends to most sight, our thoughts turn to the peoples whose self-
of the Territories within the purview of the Speoial determination is not yet on the United Nations agenda
Committee, Which destroys the foundation ofthe augu- and to all those whose independenoe is·still purely
ments in favour of such a large Increase in member- nominal, limited as it is by aUthoritarian politioal
ship. regimes or by constraint .imposed by alien will.
82 That is why my delegation would vote infavour of 89. Mr. BOZOVIC (Yugoslavia): The delegation of
any amendment reducing the proposed increase in Yugoslavia will vote in favour of the draft resolution
membership to four at the most. As no amendment to [A/L.410 and Add.I], suoh a vote being in accordance
that effect hall been submitted, we request a separate with the well-known position of YugoslaVia on. the
vote on paragraphJofthedraftresolutionand we shall problem of decolomzatton.
vote against the paragraph. If it is retained, my dele- 90. The draft resolution is, in our opinion, the re-
gation will none the less vote in favour of the draft ault of very hard work during whioh the authors have
resolution as a whole. tried to reconoile many different "points of view.

Generally speaking, we believe that they have
succeeded and we oongratulate them on their achieve-
ment.
91. There is one remark'whioh I should like to make
regarding operative paragraph7ofthe draft l,'esolution,
which provides for the enlargementof the membership
ofthe Speoial Committee.by the addition of seven new
members to be nom1n.ated by the President. of the
. General AsS\embly. '

The YUgOslav delegation did not, and does not;
have any major' objeetion to the enlargement of the Q
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103., upto that time allthe colonial Powers,
no matter which, had always sought to justify the. con-
tinuation of colonialism by the need to ensure the pro-
gress of the peoples concerned. Re13olution 1514(XV),
however, .established a principle of prime, and crucial
importance,which we must. Ilotforget" when it de-
nounced, that argument formally and.categordcally,
This denunciation appears inoperative paragraph 3,
which I shall quote. merely as a reminder. The
paragt'aph reads l!-s follows: ' '

"Inadequacy of ''political, economicrsocial or
educational preparedness shou],d .never serve as a
pretext for delaying independence."

1()4•. It is now my turn to ask a question: why do they
want to .prolong qolonialisIXl .al-
most unanimously declarea'thatlmmediate steps
should be' taken to confer independence .... and .auto-
matically. ,ruled out inadeCl,Uacy of.prepaz:edness,. 9.s .a
completely false pretext? ,I'ShOulq1ike' to knowwhy
anyone shouJd want 'to go on practising col?,nialism.
105. Harsh WQrds were spoken just nowandallusionS ,
were e:Kenmadeto irl,'espOnsJbil:ity afidJacltofrealfsm.
If.colofl1alrealism, is meant,then we agree•• for we,
shall never submit to thatkindofrealiElJ.l).. 1 should like
to point out, however," that weare,speaking here solely'"
on behalf of the people who have sent
behalf. of •our·,brotherEl.still under the .colonial yoke,
all.<lit would be well to inform. those who are still. ,-- .. ,'.'-' ',.-', _ ....• ' " ..- ... , .....- ',' ...

"

Committee, .but we shoUld like to state our belief that, has been sl.\id on this subjeot bothhei.'eand elsewhere.
the nominations should be madeon the same basis as We should merely like to appeal to Mr. Slim, in the
they were madewhentheSpeoial dommitteewas estab- name of the solidarity to whioh we ourselves have
lished, 'in order to preserve the balance whioh exists saorified so much and whioh is the oomerstone of 0\11'
in that Committee. We believe that is neoessary to relations, and through Mr. Slim'to all our African
make a very oareful aelecttcn in that respeotin order and Asian not press for a separate vote or
to maintain thedelioate balance, astherepresentative' for any amendment whatever, amoe the textbeforethe
of Tunisia has just said. Assembly is truly a compromise text, a fragile
93. We shall, of course, support,1;he paragraph con- compromise the least change in whioh might destroy
oerning the fixing ofanappropriatetime-limitbeoause the entire struoture which has been erected' so
we think that a time-limit could be set, provided that
the populations of the Non-Self-GoverningTerritories 99. With reference to the statement by the United
are consulted; and this is, I think, one of tae main states representative, I am compelled to say, with a
requirements. The peoples of the Non-:Self-Governing frankness which is justified by the links of friendship
Territories are the best judges of the time for their between the Republio of Guinea and the United states,
aooession to independence. Neither the colonial Powers that it has caused us a great deal of unhappiness. I
nor the General Assembly can fix the time without must say very olearly and unambiguously that we
asoertaining the express wishes of the populations, should have preferred to deal with a genuine repre-
and the Speoial Committee, or whatever it may.be, sentative of a colonial Power. What is at issue? It is
must arrange the necessary means and procedures the question of the time-limit.
to ascertain the wishes of the people. Those wishes 100. Thit; problem has been raised twice at this
must be taken. into account before anything is de-
cided about the time-limit. I would, however, stress session, first by our ownMinister for ForeignAffairs
onoe more that the idea of the time-limit is closely (1131st meeting] and then by the Guinean Chief of
liilked with the express wishes of the populations, State [1148th meeting] whom, until such time as I
which must be taken into account, during the last receive instructions to the contrary, I believe to be a
stage of the process of decolonlaation, Head of state friendly towards the ,United States

Government, a fact which I am sure is known to the
94. The PRESIDENT: Three representatives have United States representative who has laid so much
requested permission to speak in exercise of their stress on the desirability of not insulting anyone.
right of reply. I call first on the representattve of 101." The least I can say-and I shall not hesitate to
Guinea. say it-i!> that some of these statements sound like
95. Mr. DIALLO Telli (Guinea) (translated from open Insults to the Republic of Guinea.
French): The compromise text which has now been 102. What have we said? What are we !Saying and
submitted to the General Assembly fol' approval has
caused us so much amdety and has calledfor so much what are we determined to go on saying? In resolution
effort, and so many sacrifices from all those whotook 1514 (XV) the General AasemblY'decided that tm-

mediate stepa--and I repea,tthewordimmediate-shall
part in firmly be taken.." to enable all peoples .which hav.enot yet
resolved not to intervene in the discussion. A number .
of state,ments have; however, been made from this attained independence to do so conditions 0

or reservations.rostrum which call for a brief rejoinder by the
Guinean delegation. Despite the fact that we should
have been. fully within our rights in making an
appropriate, reply to one statement whieh has greatly
distressed us, we shall endeavour to make our re-
joinder very brief and to confine ourselves to two
appeals.
96. Our first appeal will be addressed to our Tunisian
brother, Mr. Taieb Slim, who knows perfectly well,
indeed, far better than many other representatives, the
circumstances in;; which the members of the Oom-
mittee of Seventeen were appointed last year,for it
was the Tunisian representative who had the privilege
of presiding over. the General Assembly at that time
who appointed the members of the Committee. To
this of ours we say thatwe should'dearly have
liked his statement to come from,a different delegation.
97. Mr. Slim, our brother, whowQrkedwithuson the
draft resolution [i\/L.410and Aqd.1],isaw¥,e of all,
the efforts made on all sides and•. Indeed, he.has
acknOWledged them from this rostrum.
full well. how :delicate is the balance that has e))een
achieved, since' he lmQWS that the text now before the
General Assenlbly does not represent ,the specifio
.views of anyone person,wesho1ildmerelylike to urge
him not to (press his proposal for .a vote on
operative pai'agraph7.. '"

98. We do not want to 'dwell on themerits of ah en-
, largetilent of the .Committee' much
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116. The most important objecti<;>n thaffias beenmade
by the representative of the UnitedStates concerns the
final preambular paragraph and paragraph-B. ofQUI'

ignoract of the faot that all.the living of the Let us reoall the deotetone already taken bY the oom-
Afrioan oontinent hll,ve already spoken olearly and petent organs-pt,rtioularly the Foul.-th Committee-

in favour of independeUO\'i 1963. oonoerning South WC\lst Alrioa, Southern, Rhodesia
Whether at meetings of Heads of state, regardless of and, quite reoently I all theT6l'ritories under Portu-
their politioal oonviotions, or. at meetmga of politioal gueso' administration. All these represent
oJ,'ganizations, of our youth organizations, our trade- definite progress. The oonoept qf a date is one of the
union organizations or our women's groups-and I few new ideas in the draft resolution, The rest is
shall not wet\ry the by giving the dates of merely a reminder of what has already been done.
those meetings-all the living foroes of Afrioa have While I am ready to disouss the matter for aa long as
already oalled for independenoe in 1963.AndspeakerEl necessary, I should like to say-and this will be my
now oome to this rostrum to level aoousations of laok oonolusion-that the General Asaembly has already
of realism at.; those who have been expressing the ruled out inadequaoy· ,()f politioal,eoonomio or sooial
feelings" yenrnings and ideals of these peoplet .J preparedness as a delaying independence,
106. We oould have said muoh more but we shall not The General Assembly hasBectded that immediate
reply, at least not publioly and from this rostrum, to steps must be taken by the colonial Powex's to trans-
statements whioh we constder.ofrenstve, On the con- fer all powers to tl:.a colonial peoples. It has thus peen
trary, our reply will be an appeal and this appealwill recogmzed by one and all either that the process
be addressed to the United Statesreprasentative. has been slow or t!lat, in certain oases, no steps have

been contemplated. Indeed, certain oolonial Powers
107. We were greatly struok by the major moon- have not even agreed to apply resolution 1514 (XV) to
sistenoy in the first part of the United states repre- theil' colonies.
sentattve' s in whioh he dwelt on the hard-
won compromise.reached in the working group and in 1p. The representatives present in this Hall will
the Afro-Asian group. I should like to point out that, undoubtedly notice that the statements made this
1rt so far as Guinea is ooncerned, the text nowbefore evening from this rostrum by the United states
the Assembly is :far removed from our original representative bear a singular resemblanoe to the
position, which was that 24 OCtober 1963, the eight- wamtngs and prophecies of dtsaster' voioed from this
eenth anniversary of the United Nations, should be very rostrum in 1960, when the immediate indepen-
set as the time limit, not for the attainment of dence of all the oolonial territories was discussed for
independence by one territory or another but for the the first time. In any event, we remember the day in
oomplianoe by the oolonial Powers with all their 1959 when President Sekou Toure for the first time
obligations under resolution 1514 (XV). Although the spoke in this Hall of "immediate liberation". We re-
present text deviates so much from our position, we member the jibes with which this proposal was
l¥\:ve accepted it out of solidarity for we have always greeted.
thought-and we still think-that solidarity among the 112. We remember full well the debate on the Soviet
African peoples in the first plaoe and then among the Union's proposal for the immediate granting of in-
peoples of Afrioa and Asia is the fundamental condi- dependence to all coleuialeountrfes andpeoples,Y and
tion, the sine qua-n 2!!.. for the liberation of ourpeoples, the sarcaattc comments which, at that ttme,: greeted a
It was in the nat".9 of this solidarity that we made all 1 hi ls t did th tthese sacrifices and agreed to a textwhleh differs so proposa w ch IS 0 ay hai e roughou theworldas
appreoiably from our initial stand. one of the United masterpieces.
lOS. 1. should 'therefore like to appeal to the United 113. With reference to what has been said today about
'states representative and to ask him, in the-name of the setting of a time limit, I am convinced-and it Isa
the.. realism of the oppressed,· in the name of the hope I am expressing-that tomorrow theUnitedStates
realism. of the ooloilized and the Afrioan peoples representative will be one of the'first to admit that the
whose friend his own people claim to be, not to press GElneral Assembly will have accomplished a greatdea;
this matter. We. have achieyed. an extremely fragile at its seventeenth session by adopting the provisions
balance. We should therefore like to urge him not to of the draft resolution before us.
maintain his proposal for a separate vote. I am asking 114. May I renew my appeal to my brother Taieb
him this on behalf of- my delegation, on behalf of my Slim and to the United states representative not to
Government and on behalf of the African peoples who press their requests for separate votes. If this
are still enslaved. '.\ appeal is not heeded, I shall ask for the floor again
109. With regard to the question of a date, all the in order to make another specifio proposal.
discussions that have been embarked upon in this Hall 115. Mr.
should not have been, for they are altogether pre- in order to add,a'short. word to the very eloquent
mature, I should like to tell the United States repre- defence of my coll@ague from Guinea with respectto .

and those whoare now rubbing their hands our draft resoiution\A!L.410 and Add.1]. In'the first
but no longer dare to speakfrom an offioial rostrum place I should like to give my observations in answer
here that they wtll havean opportuntty to to the views that have been expressed here. by the
discuss thts. question at the eighteenth sE\ssion.ofthe representative of the United States, lam afraid that
General. Assembly. What are weaotually asking for? what he has said would have great influence on some
We are inviting -the Committee of Seventeen.to study of OUr colleagues, and that is why I willtry to
this question,to seek out all 'therelevant facts and to neutralize this.
subridt recommendations to the General Assembly at
its eighteenth session so that.the latter can take a de-
cision onthe subjeot. And this is whatisdescribed as
absolutelyunreaUstic! .

" ',:'",: " '" -. "

UO.1nmany respects it would seem.that ·very.
has.been made at theseventeentb

with regard'tC' the problem ·ofdecolonization.
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126. Since I haye thefleor; I wish to state"that my
delegation regards the views expressed by the United.
States delegation with very serious ..misgivings, es-
peciallythe request for a separate vote on this im-
portantdraft resolution, which il3 the ,result,pf a
delicate. but balanced, compromise.and should now be.
adopted. unantmously, My·, delegationbelteves .that
order to retain the full weight of the-United Natlons
behind the movement for, ex-
pressed inJhe/Jvo previous resotuttons [1514 (XV) and,
1654 (XVI)] on decolonization".the third on-
this subject should not acquire a .Iess stature
previous two resolutions. ,yYe be1'ieyethat
tton should be satlsned with expressing tlieir reserv/).-
ttons, which will be fully.reflected
records ofethisAssemply. "C,',-: . " .. ,.... . ,', :

these reasons, mydelegation wUI becom:'
pelled to'. resisttbeappealfor a sepa:rateyote made
by the" states representative. We feel. that Wis '.

text. I should iike to read these paragraphs. The last 121. Also, I would like to appeal to the representative
paragraph of the preamble reada'as follows: of Tunisia. Weknowthath!llMls hav@

" , the ideas of his delegation" accepted in our drafting
"Considering that, in order to aocelerate the committee. However, I hope that the representative of

process of decolonization, it is necessary to fix an Tunisia, who ts a personal friend of will re-
appropriate time-limit for the full implementationof consider his proposal, If h6 cannot reconsider it, I
the provisions of the Declaration on the shall be compelled to take a position which has to be
independence to colonial countries and peoples.n, expressed in a proposal that I may make Inter,
[A/L.410 and Add.1] 122. Mr. ADEYINKA (Nigeria): It was not the intention

I realize that the most important objection thathas of m.y delegation to intervene in the debate on this
been expressed here is the fact that we are asking for draft resolution [A/L.410 and Add.1] of which Nigeria,
the, fixing of a time-limit. So, it is supposed that are Is a eo-sponsor, However, since the.representattve of
vasldng' for a blanket time-Itmit especially. In the final the United States, in his explanattonofvote, referred

of the preamble thore is no question of to the statement made by my Foreign Minister at the
aSKing for a blanket ttme-ltmtt, Otherwise, we would sixteenth sesston on the question of a time-limit,my
have mentioned it in. the preambular paragraph. We delegation feels in duty bound to intervene at this
have asked here to fix an appropriate time-limit that stage in order to set the record straight and to elimi-
can be the time-limit for any individual territory that nate any misunderstanding in the minds of Members.
is not yet independent. We have worked itout in para-
graph 8 (b). There, the Assembly can-know what we 123. The representative of the United"Statessaidthat
want and what we wish. last year my Foreign Minister suggested a target date

of 1970 for tile liquidation of colonialism. This "os not
117. We have drafted this paragraph deliberately in a' cozreot quotation, and neither is it a correct inter-
the following way: pretation, Therefore it leaves room for mtsunder-

, standing that Nigeria does not support the granting of
'''To propose specific measures for the complete tmmediate independence to colonial countrtes, and

application of, the Declaration bn the granting of .peoples and that Nigeria is a on this question.
independence to colonial peoples, in-'This we reject entirely. Nigeria was a eo-sponsor of
eluding recommendations conce:rning the fixing'of an General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV).,
appropriate time-limit. n "

) 124. The correct position is that, at the sixteenth
As I stated this morning, the word "recommendations n session, my Foreign Minister raised [1050thmeeting],
has been used deliberately because we want to open for the first time, the idea of a target date as a sttmu-
the possilJility of fixing time-limits for any dependent Iant and catalyst to decolonization. He ,subsequently
territories and also'the possibility of a blanket canvassed the idea of the specific date of taking
time-limit. all the factors and problems into
118. Now wh6 is going to fix the time-limit or the tion, before which, by which, b\l,blOt later than which,
time-limits? It is not the Special Committee. The the job of decolonization shouldbe completed. Iwish to

d .' t repeat this because it 11;\ extremely import8:nt-beforeSpecial Committee will make recommen anons 0 which, by which, but not late:r than which, the-;,?b of
the General Assembly, which will accept or reject decolonization should be completed. It is not sortlethingthem. The Special Committee must thoroughly study
the conditions in the dependent terr,itories. On the is static. It is something that is changeable, .

) basis of this study. whichof course includeaknowledge 125. Having raised the issue of a tat:get date, my
I of the desires of the population and of the leaders of delegation is" really happy that the. idea' has gained

the political movements, and on the appraisal ofthe ground in the United Nations, and we do.not therefore
views of the colonial Powers, the Special Committee have the fears and, the misgivings which nave. been,
will make recommendations to the General Assembly. expressed by the Unitad States delegation.

of a time-limit is designed to give. an added impetus119. If these recommendations are going to be made- . 'I ' • the: dto the movement smce '. e worand1 think they.will be made-then it would not be vp;ry nimmediate" seems. to have msir?'ftsmeaning for the
difficult to fix a blanket time-limit because it wo'Uld colonial Powers.most likely' be the time-limit for, the territory last
on the road to independence. Therefore, the fear that
'the time-limit will be set, as my country hopes Itwil!
be, within two or three years, is not necessarily jUsti-
fied. In fact, knowing the SpectalCommittee, onwhich
members of thecolonial Powers are represented, I am
afraid that the blanket time-limit not bewhat my
delegation wishes .it to be. I hope that the Special
C()mmittee wilLgive a recommendation tnaocordance ,
with the desires\Vmy delegation. However, is up to
the Special Comrl').ittee:.it. is up to the SpeClal Com-
mittee even to decide whether it is going to give a'
blanket time:"Umit.

• Therefore, onthat basis, I would hke to suggest
that, the fear expressed, by the
United States is not justified. On .that basis,I\Vould
like ,toappeal to htmto reconsiderhisstand. If
notreC'oP6ider his; stand, then Iwouldlike to
exampl\:1 'just .. g:iven b,y the .. representative ofG{Uitlea and
to say that I would' 'like to make,

I,
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is an attempt to whittle down the importanoe and the
signll1canoe of this third resolution on
We nppenl very seriously to the United states delega...
tton and to the representative of Tunisia that theh.'
suggestion for a separate vote should not be pressed.
),28. However, we also aascctate' ourselves with the
appenl' made by the representative of Guinea. lboUeve
thr.t the'representatives here have accepted thisappenl
in good faith, and we believe that aftel'listening to the
various spenkere on this rostrum on the question of
granting' independenoe to 0010ni/11 peoples

that all the peoples in Mrioa should be made
free, they wlll also join us, in voting for this great
draft resolution whioh is now before the Assembly.

129. Mr. Taieb SLIM (Tu!lisia) eanslnted from
Fl'enob): t should like to thank Mr. Diall) Telll, our
bl'other from Guinea, for his eloquent plea to me that
I'should not press my req'Jest for a separate vote on
paragraph. 7 of the draft resolution. I like to
assure him that the TuniSian could not
remain deaf to his" appeal were it not for one small
detail:'! should like to remind the Guinean repre-
sentattve, that on this partioular point there is a
difference of opinion whioh 1s ofoonsiderable import-
ance my delegaUon, whose opinion is moreover

'Of' shared by several of our triends in this Assembly and
in our various groups. ,. '

130. I should like to tell my Gulnean brother that the,
balance 1n the Committee qf Seventeen is oertainly
more important for decolonizationthan the balance of
the draft resolution, which in my delegation's opinion
will not-l wUJ not....be jeopardized by the
separate vote we are I might' add that this
text includes points Whlqh do not reflect our
views buUhat, out of sQlidarity I we have stated that we
shall vote in favour of the draft as a whole.

? " C ':;
131. This is why,I have said and I repeat tha,t if para-
graph 7 were amended, by the replacement of the word
"seven" 1)y the words "foul' or less", it would be a
compromise which might secure unanimous support for
this paragraph. I regret to note thatour own appeal for
such 'a compromise has not Peen heeded, This is why,
with apologies tq my brother Diallo Telli, I must tell

"'-' him I am obliued to press for separate vote on
pBli'agraph 7. '.

1 ,,:1,' .'.'

132,. The"PRESIDENT:
of Afghanistan on a point of
133. 'Mr. PAZHWM< delegation is:;
one of the sponsors of the ctraftVresq\t1Hon now before
the'Assembly [A/L.410 and that is enough

.-'Ito explain what our position is on and what
'-' our ideas are. On the other h,and,l'u)keeping with the "
tl'aditions of my delegatio.,whenwemake a suggestion
OD a draftresolutt911, we always do this with
a:r,; open mind. and reflect upon it ill/. the light ot the
discussions that take in the Assembly. With all o

o respect to the views whichwill be expressed by others;
thiS evening ,a very constructtvedebate has takenplace
offr- this draft resolution, have listened ve'iJy
carefully to all sections of opi"nion that have been ex-
pressed on it;. At this stage, my delegation has only c

one requjlst to make to the Assernbly. As one of the
sponSors ot, the draft and I arn speaking
oIllY for my own I believe that we need time
to reflect On the draft resolu...
tiori,and I .am very Mppyto say thatwe,do havethat
time 3t our d'1SPOl3al {lifter the d'3bate"has taken.place.

1', - .. 0

11I1

'134. I am sorry I have detained tne prooedures of U\e
by asking to make this point of ordel'. but I

wourd propose !ormnUy that any vote or procedure on "
substance .should 1)e postponed a time not later
than Monday afternoon, so that the sponsors of the draft
resolution can enter into oonsultations \vltb other
delegations and come back and report the results of
Ulose oonsultations<;::\ That is my proposal, and I hope
that this propqsalis an acoeptable one. Il\ope that my
fellow representatives will agree with me. ,.
135. The PUESIDENT: The representatives have
heard the proposal of the representative of
I do not take it that iUs a motion for the adjournment
of the meeting or the adjournment of the debate. The
representative of Afghanistan proposed that thl:\voting
on the draft resolutionbe postponeduntilMondayafter-
noon. The Chair is now in the hands the meeting.
136. Mr. BINQHAM (United States of America): I have
no objeotion to the motion and :t beg the Indulgence of
the Assembly for a brief word by way of :reply. I
simply want to say that I was deeply by the
manner in whtohmy earlier remarks were interpreted
by the representative of Guinea. I can assure him that
the last thing that I intended to do was to give any
offence t\) him or to his country, which is indeed a
friend of my country. Since my words appat'ently did
convey offenoe, I can only say to Jhe representative of
Guinea, whom I greatly respect and whom I consider
my friend, that I feel the deepest regret and tlillt I
convey to him humble apologies.
137. Mii DIALLO Telli (GUinea) from.
Fl'ench): I note with pleasure the statement just made
by the United States representative and am glad that he
has understood Guinea's reaction so well. I in turn
should like to assurehim that I regardhim as a friend,
and to sayu:;on"behalf of my country, that the RepUblic
of regards his country as a friendly country.
138. Our dearest wish, however, is that through
Guinea, the United States should be the friend of Africa
anelof the African peoples who are still bowed under
the colonial yoke. I. am convinced that he under-
stand what I mean and that there is no need for me to
labour this point.
139. I appreciate the good intentions underlying the
Afghan. representative 's proposal, although my delega-
tion would ha-ve preferred the vote to be taken this
evening since the situation is perfectly clear, Out of
soUdal'.ity, friendship" and the parttcular esteem in
which I hold the Afghanrepresentative; Leanbut accede
to his proposal. We know from past experience, how-
'ever, that for us, the small and the lowly, indeed
are the occasions when time is on our to 0

see an exceptton.cn Monday. \i,.L,
140. In any' .,Assembly .
knows-and as Gtilnean representative 1 should like to
reaffirm this-that we regard the adoption of the
Declaration on the as a great.
enterprise of peace for the African continent. c-

year we regarde,d'thJ._ iilstablishment of the Committee
of Jor., the implementation of
this" declaration as .a. new act of peace in Afrioa, and
all the slaps requesting today are for that Q

same purpose. ThEl African peoples are resolved to
free themselves,' may. The/only,
that artses is whether their liberation will be peace-
ful, which is our dearest wish. and in which wElJmo\V"
we can be by th,e UnitedNations"br.
'Yhether1 efforts"

D
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REPORTS OF 'THE FOURl'HrpOMJYHTTEE (A/5310)
( AND OF THE FIFTH Cd'MMITTEE:

of SouthWest Africa:
i, ' ,', d.J

ReportoE ,the' United Nations
South West Africa;

,I educational and. training progrommes for South,
' West Africa: repoJt .

'I

it wll1 have to be nohieved in bloodshed. I hope that Assembly rosolutlon 1542 (XVh of theSpecial Corn..
every representative In this HnU, au.d !h.'st and for,o'" mltt.e on Territories u:lder Porluguese
most my friend.the, United Stntes repr(3sentattvo, will . "
try to ensure that Afrioa's inevitnble liberation wm OF THE FOURTH COMl\UT':EE(A/5349) 0

come about in ponoe. "Pursuant to role ,,68 of the roles ofprooedure,it was
141. The P:RESIDENT: Since there bns been no ob- to disouss the reports of the Fourth
jeotlon to the proposal of" the 3'epresentattve of Committ'ee. . . " .
Afghnnistnn, we shall come baok to the vote on the 147• Mr. !BE (Nigeria). Rnpporteur of the?
draft resolution [A/L.410 and Add.l] on Monday, \'ommlttee: 1 wish.first to introduce t.he report of the "
afternoon, as proposed. l':c}urth, Committee on the question of South West
It was so deoided. !? Afl'ioa [A!5310J. The 'Committee adopted overwhelm...

, ingly-by ninety-six votes to nonee- with one absten-
c We are ready now to take up the parts tion,- a substantive draft'l'esolution, which is annexed

of the report of the Special Committee, Before doing to the report as draft'resolution 1I.
S\1T,oall onJhe representativeofSyria.for a statement",,,, support for this draft resolution is undoubtedlya matte»
on the conduct of vottng, Si of gratification to the Oommttteevae, justifying the
143. RIFAI (Syria): I thank the Chair for calling great effort expended on-the Item, "
on me. but I think I have already made it clear that 148. The" other two draft resolutions which are 0

the statement I had intended to make on procedure recommended for adoption by the General Assembly"
would be made after the Assembly had onthe deal with the petitions and 'oommuntcattons examined
drnft resolution now under consideration. I do not by the Special Committee for South West Africa and
think this is the time for me to make these proposals withthe (iissolution of the Special Committee:
concerning the procedure to be followed regarding the
vadous draft resolutions that are still to be considered 149. At this stage 1should like to draw the attention
and that are contained in the Committee. of the General .f\ssembly to ,the last para-
I think ..we might adjourn that until Monday aftemoon, graph 5 of the report, in 'YhichD mention is made of

the presentation to the Fourth 60mmittee by the
144. The PRESIDE'NT: Under the' circumstances, I Reverend. M,iphaelo . Scott, on behalf of the Afric llnow to adjourn the meeting. The General Bureau. of a bust afChief Hosea Kutako, a highly
Assembly, ,will meet tomorrow mormng' to take up the respected .leader in South West.,Afdca. Tile Com...
agenda itGlnS which .are the ,subject of the reports of nilttee was glad to recommendthe acceptance-of the
the Fourth Committee. bust to the Secretary-General, and.it has singe been c

\" ' "145. M¥. I am S01"l'y t2 Inter- informed that the glft has been accepted. : "-
vene at this stage, b..:UshouldlikE'tC'.pring the follo\\,- 150, With those f(,w remarks I should like to recom-
ingmatter to the attenttonor'the A meeting mend for unanimous adoption py the General c

of the Fourth Commrtteefasscheduled for tomorrow bly the three draft resolutions contained in the "reppt't
morning. We had hoped' that it :would be possible to on the question of South.:west Africa. '
proceed now to thecons'ideration 'of the reports of the
Fourth Committee. I see that tha Rapporteur, of that 151. I come now.to the report [A/53491of the Fourth
Committee is here, and I think that the members or Committee 'nn the item entitled "Non-compliance of
the Fourth Committee who are present will agr.eewith the (GovernmeQ.'t of Portugal with XI of the
me that it would facilitate ourcwork if the Assembly Charter of the UnitedNations.andwithGeneral Assem-
could proceed now to discuss these reports instead of illy resolution 1542 (XV) ". ,,'

152. o is being presented pirectly Joothe
146. The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has heard the General Assembly. on the bastsof the decision of the. (,I
proppsal''bf the. representative Qf Ghana. U there is no Committee. It is likely that Members will findcertahf
objection, I shall take it that the Assembly agrees !oerrors and omissions jnthe l:'eport.andlwish to state
continue the meeting. 0 that the be"
It was so decided. attention any such,e,rrorssQ that they may",

be.corrected, .
15'3. Before forinally introduc'ing.the· Tel10rt,<>1 my...
self should like to make a few corrections
addition. Since t.'1e completion. of the '1report.· the
:representative of the Ivory Coast.has appro9.,ched;t!ie<
Rapporteur to'say'thathis delegation:'wouldiike to,be

Specioi Commftte,e for listed among the eo-sponsors of the draft TesQliltiol1
to in paragraph,6f.)f

the 0" " ' '

154.. Furthermore, in•paragraph ?6 of the
name 'of Nige:r;ia includeq bymistake)ntheji$tof
.sponeors of the Araft
reprel;lentati:;re of }:!oin.tGd out to .,
the FourthCommitte(! •'at', . its ..

the iiWle.in·"
the finaltextofthereport. " , ", ,,':'\.,<

'", " .: _. - "J,":',. ",' .: " , ,

155. As I eave stated, '\Vith a
workthe ,',
tOireport directly ta'a:p1enary mei:ltingof tl1eQeneral

, . . '., . c:
" Nol1-e:ompJ iance.of"the. of

. XI of theCharter'oft,he i.JnitedNations and\vith

a
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Aasembly. (Like the report on West Afrioa, this
report is prlmadly of a. nature, its objec-
tive being to report to the General Assembly on the
notion whloh the Fourth Committee has taken in re-
gard to ,the recommendattons obaervanons made
by the Special Committee on Territories under
Po.".tuguese Administration (A/5160 and Corr.1. and
Add.1. and 2].
1.56. To he report whioh I now have the honour to
submit are annexed three draft resolutions which the
Fourth Committee has recommended for the approval
of the General Assembly. ,
157. Draft resolution I contains a number of recom-
mendations to whioh the Fourth Committee devoted a
good deal of time, inpartioularthe FourthCommittee's
disoussion on this draft resolution as set out in the
seventb paragraph of the preamble and operative
paragraph '1.
158. regards draft resolution 11, the FourthCom-
mitte,e, had before it a statement by the Secretary-
General [A/C.4/593] on the financial implications of
the draft resolution. The General Assembly has before
it a report [A/C.5/964] submitted by too Secretary-
Gf.lneral to the Fifth Committee after the draft resolu-
tion was adopted in the Fourth Committee.
159. Draft resolution III recommends to the General
Assefnbly the dissolution of the Special Committee on
Territories Under Portuguese Administration.
160. In view of the lateness of the hour, with these
few -remarks t commend the reports of the Fourth
Committee On the two items under discussion to the
approval and adoption of the General Assembly. and it
is my hope that this will be doneby a great,;,majority.
161. The PRESIDENT: Interventions Willbe limited to
explanationa of vote. We"will first take up the question
of South West Africa. Members who wish to explain
their vote may, if they desire, refer in one inter-
vention to any<::o0f the' three recommendations of the
Fourth Committee on this question.
162. We shall now proceed to the vote. We shall-vote
on the draft resolutions contained in the Committee's

[A/5310]. Draft resolution I was adopted with-
out objection by the FourthCommittee. May I take.it
that the General Asse,mbly also adopts it?

,

-Dsedt resolution 1 waa adopted.
The PRESIDENT: Inconnexionwithdraft resolu-

tion'If the FifthlJo:rn,mittee submitted a report
[A/5340] •on the, of this draft
,resQluti0t:t. I to the vote.
Draft resolutionll.was adopted by 98 votes"to none.

with 1 abStention. '
164•. PRESIDENT:'" Draft resolution lrr was
reoommended, without, objection by. the Fourth Com-"

I take j.t that the ,Assembly als9,.adopts it.
, 'I·

was adopted.
165.. The. PRESIDENT: The; 'second ;repOrt of the
Fourth: Committee. [A/5349] refers to the'reportof the

Territories under Portuguese"
Adlninistration ,regarding .non..compliance, of the
GClverllmentofPQrtugaI,with ,ChapterXIof the
of the .'United Natioris and witl'., Genernl'Assembly
resolution 1542 Does anyMember wish to explain'

" ' \\';
'(PortugalhoThe (irafFresolution

irt:othe,,;repart[A/53491 hasalteadybeenoom-.

mented upon bymy delegation in the Committee,
where the draft orlginated. Y.ydelegation now re-
affirms its position and desires olear state-
ments it made in that Committee shouldbe considered
as reproduced here. We WOUld, hOweVel\ like to make
a few further comments. '
1.67. The methods adopted to arrive at this draft
resolution have not only slighted the Charter, but
have further underlined the attempt of a certain
section of the membership of this Organization to
dictate to my oountry details of internal administra-
tion, and to force a denial of its traditional political
evolution, which has taken place through the centuries
by the process of history and is fully sanctioned by
international law. Though in view of the tendenoypre-
vailing here it seems almost anaohronto to talk to the
majority about the Charter, my delegation vehemently
protests against this illioit procedure ant! denounces
once again a draft resolution, which falls outside the
scope of the basic law of the Organization.
168. Viewed from another angle, this draft resolution
also underlines an attempt to form nations by dictation,
irrespective of the traditional structures of the terri-
tories involved and of the political, economic and
social conditions of the human aggregates concerned.
169. The very concept of a nation, whioh has always
been understood to be an organic and historical growth
brought about by the cohesive action ofpurely internal
forces, and that undefinable creation of a collective
soul, is sought to De distorted. Thus we now have
attempts to create nations. by artifices Which, dis-
regarding reality, do not seek the well-being or pro-
gress 'of peoples; rather they seelc to implement
slogans, or else, as has unfortunately proved to be the
case, they hide tliinly disguised purposes of political
power pr territorial ambitions.
170. Not only is this draft. illegal and unrealistic, as
I have briefly demonstrated, but it is in direct opposi-
tion to what is otherwise said to be a necessity of
}l1odern ctimes-the creation of large eoonomtc and
political areas, as exemplified in the creation of
common' markets and in the vigorous advocacy, ob-
served in certain quarters, of the idea of political
unifications, federations and confederations, even of
territories whose populattons are widely separatedby
geography, history, race and culture. Since such

are considered !egitimate, it is difficult to
understand the legitimacy of the efforts 'made in the
opposite direction 'by ,those who Seal,; to break up the
centuries-old family ties which bind together the
various parts of the Portuguesecommuntty, But such
efforts are made in this Organization and, given the
processes used to carry them through, they can be
ascribed only to motives which have nothing to do with
the trends. of the present-day' world. These motives
are too thinly concealed to escape attention. They are
the ambitions of those who seek to profit
from a .breakdown of the steady rhythm of evofutton of
.our peoples towards the '. aChievement of the highest
human values. If evidence of such motives were needed,
it. is to be found in the blatant aggression committed

:portugues,e" territory by a Coui'ltry'w!tichhas
been one of the protagonists of the anti-Portuguese
campaign in this Organization and Which, as early, as
1957, took the initiative, in introduoing the item under
'discussion.
1'71. ,Fromall the facts I have stated, the concluslon ,
lias" heCE3ssarily to be drawn that this draft resolution
Wiil' serve to promote certain
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unQerthehypooritioal pretense ofupholdingprinoiples 177. It has been held. however. that the. aources
whioh have. in any case, always been operative in all ut111zed were the only ones available. This mydelega-
Portuguese territories. tlon disputes. There are. in the first place, soores of
172. If there had been the sUghtest sinoerity in the testimonies given by independentforeignpel'sona1ities
zealous talk heard here about otherwise highly re- Who visited the territories in questtcn and later made
speotable prinoiples, this Hall wouldhave resounded their views Widely lmown through the international
with a solemn protest.whioh the draft resolutionwould Press and other media of information. Noneof this has
have renected, against inoitements to aubveraton, been mentioned, let alone quoted. Nevertheless. they
armed infiltrations, support and encouragement of ell,contradioted and denied allegations ourrent in this
terrorist movements. establishment of bases and Organization, suoh as those referring to anti-
training of ao-oalled patriotio 'fighters-although of PortugUese feelings on the part of the populatlona and
different nationalitll'ls-inforeign countries. open to the existence of a signifioant andgenuinemovement
threats of aggression; indeed. against the sUbjugation. of politioal unrest, What has mostly struok these ob-
of populations l,ly means of an armed invasion in servers, who freely met all sectors of the population
d fi f tll t d i i 1 hi h th and thus oould form an objeotive judgement, is that thee anoe 0 le mos saore pr no p es w care e fact tblt people in the territories they.visitedgo" aboutvery raison d'tltre of this . their peaceful oooupations as usual, livingoontEmtedly
173. All this has happenedandis currently hllppenil1g. in an.atmosphere of perfeot racial harmony. proud and
But since nothing of this sort has been recognized in happy members of the Portuguese communtty-e-con-
the oourse, or in the ocnclustons, of the debates, my trary to the propaganda so ounningly spread in many
delegation feels fully justified in denouncing the in- parts of wonld; Including this Organization. It is
sinoerity Which lies in the minds of those who have a of regret that none of this testimony has
inspired this draft. An additional argument is thus found its ,';Nay eithe,'lt':-\into the reports or into the de-
being given to those who accuse this Organization of bates which are at 'basis ,9f the present draft.
having a double standard.

178. In the second place, there' are the various new
174. Another fundamental aspect of this draftresolu- measures of very widlj) scope taken by the Portuguese,
tion calls for serious attention. One of its preambular Government in the recent past further to promote tha
paragraphs refers to petitioners. Now, the Special well-being and all-around progress, including the
Committee had before it inforJlllation Which, though of political progress, of the overseas populations.
relative merit, would lead to certain conclusions in
favour of Portugal. The Committee, however. did not 179. In the third place. there is the co-operation
adopt those concluaiona but adopted others, some- whioh the Portuguese Government .ha§!\. sought from the
times in a direotly oontradiotory sense, exclusively on specialized agenoiesof the Unitedt)Nations in im-
the basis of statements made by petitioners heard portant fields of public adrriiniatratlon,
illegally. as far as the Charter is concerned. Andwho Though these areaU of public domain,
were these petitioners? Individuals whowere expected they are totally ignored in the"dl'aft, obviously so that
to be antt-Pcrtuguese, whatevertheirpersonalantece- not even the "slightest impression may be oreated in
dents; individuals gathered by public advertisement; favour of the Portuguese administrlltion.PartisJJ,nship
individuals mostly with scant culture but advancing could not indeed make a better e'xhibitionof itself, and
opinions even on highly technical problems of public it. is deeply to be. regretted that such
administration; .' individuals some of whom are not are possible in this Organization dedicated to inter- "
Portuguese nationals . and,have never set f.oot on nationai"understanding and harmony.
Portuguese territory; all ofthemrestding;
abroad and some of them formerly known as admirers 181-. It is therefore olearthat the" present' draft
of thbPortuguese administrationbut who changedtheir resolution not cox:;respond to anobjective evalua..
opinions overnight; indiV'lduals, known to be leading tion of which decided,to '
terrorist movements; individuals who, aboveall, were treat in tl.",bates,. While these debates were, since the
not sworn before any spiritual or temporal authority very beginning ultra vires of the Charter, it is .also
to speak the trtithlls in a court of law and who spoke clear that the draft resolution has evenovertakenthe
from hearsay without providing any proof. but whose chain of illegalities behind them. Indeed. although
statements were accepted as reliable evidence. draft is presentedunder the heading of Chapter XI of

.theCharier. its clauses bear no relattonwhatsoever to
175. Tht1.B. in effect, the oonclusions of the Speoial the provisions of that part of our basic law; further-
Committee are ·foJ: all purposes those made possible more. the conclusions: arrived at by oom-
by the statements of a nondescrtpt crowdofpetitioners do not correspond to the actual I\S con-
who not only did not offe'r(theslightestguarantee of tained in its report; and finally, the draft goes even
adequate knOWledge andpersonalhonesty,-butwho were further than the conelusfons of the report itself.
not. even pledged to speak the truth andnever furnished ' "
the. slightest corroboratton of their hearsay stories. 182. Most oftbe.attacksandaccusattons made I,lgainst
It is on conclusions arrived at in this manner that this Portugal arise from the as apomatic.
draft resolutton is fundamentally . that our policy does not recognise the needs and as-

" (/ _ .' c i\'pirations of modern Africa. My delegatiohhas on 0

176. Inqidentally.it should be noted that; to ol,\rryout': several ocoastons proved that Suchideas are untenable
designs that are in themselves megitimate. thoperson if an unbiased analysis. of our poltetes and practices
chosen Jopreside over one of the ralevant' bodies of is undertaken. We aim at the steady and well-founded
this Organization was. the very one who had said. progress Jpf all 01,11' peoples in all fields "of politioal"
IlCharter or no Charter; Council-pr no Council:,in an social and educational activities; we aim at the for-
attemptto justify annexation of territories bymeans of mation of a multiracial society. ona of equality
armed aggression, while later another relevant body for all, .meanlng not 'only the coexistence of different
sought to explain awaythat annexationbydesoribingthe raoial groups, but the absence of racism-a feature of
territories involved as, "nationally united" With the whiohAfrica (s in great need, if iUs· to"make progress;;
aggresElorcountrles. and gain the place to which its human and material
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In favour: J£\maioa, Japan, JOl'clan, Lebanon,
Nigeria. Libya, Madagasoar, Mali. Mauritania, Mexico,
Mongolia. Morocoo, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Panama, Paragua3', Peru. Philippines, Poland.
Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Sier1'a Leone, Somalia.
Sweden, Syria, Tanganyika, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad
and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda',Ukrainian Soviet Sooialist
Republio, Union of Soviet Socialist Republios, United
Arab Republic, UpperVolta, Uruguay, Venezuela,
YugoslaVia, Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina,
Bollvle; Bulgaria, Burma, Burundt, Byelorussian
Soviet Sooialist Republic, Cambodia, Oameroori,
Central Afrioan Republic, Ceylon, Chad, Chile, China,
Colombia, Cc.: •• "") (Leopoldvl1le), Costa Rioa, Cuba,
Oyprus, CzeC11os10vakia, Dahomey, El Salvador,
Ethiopia, FederationofMalaya, Gabon,Ghana,
Guatemala, Guinea, Haitl., Honduras, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Ivory coast,
Against: Portugal, South Afr!ca. Spain, United

Kingdom of Great Britain andNorthern Ireland, United
States of America, Belgium, France.
Abstaining: Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,

Turkey, Australia, AustI'ia, Brazil,Canada, Denmark,
Dominican Republic, Greece, Iceland. Italy.
Draft resolt:'tion1 was adopted lJy 82 votes to with

13 abstentions.
188. The PRESIDENT: I now put to the vote draft
resolution 1I, on the financial implications ofwhich the'
Fifth COmmittee has submitted a report [Alti'357].
The draft resolution was adopted by 96 votes to 2.

189., The PRESIDENT: Finally, I put to the vote
draft resolution Ill.
• was adopted by lOO' votes to
nope!Withl absfe.ntiop., ',': ',:,,' ,

vote. We shall vote-on the three draft resolutions con-
in the report of the FOU1'th ComJUittee [A/6349].

187. 'I put to the vote dl'aft resolution I. A roll-call
has been requested.
A vote was taken by Jamstoe, having been

drawn by lot by the President. was oalled upon to
vote first.

resources entitle it in the world. In this context: we
gtelltly regret that, today, emotionnlfactors prevent a
ctear undel'standingof the high objeotlves whioh we
are pUl's\\ing with all our efforts and devoti9n. Wo
have shown our desire to co-operatewith international
organizations for the furtherance of these aims. li'or
the same purposes, we have offered our co-operation
to all, and espeQially to the neighbouring countrtes,
hoping that when emotion gives place to ,realism, they
will come to recognlze that our aims al'e nottllfferent
from their own in so far as spiritual and material pro-
gress is eoncemed, We expeot that the wide range of
common interests Will prevail over the differenoes,
many of which are not inspiredby purposes whioh may
be said.to be in any way oonneotedwith the l'enl needs
of the Afl'ioan people.
183. But as against our sinoere intehtions and efforts
we find ourselves faced with an atmosphere of mis-
understanding and misinterpretation,- artifioially
created, We regret to say that the present draft
resolution is an instance in point as it contains accusa-
tions which my delegation rejects with indignation. I
refer particularly to the charge of oppression which
we regard as unworthy of any serious-minded study or
consideration of the subject, It is a sadcommentary on
the psychology prevailing- in a large sector of this
Organization that such a' charge should be made at all
against my oountry. It' il'! also indicative of the total
inversion of the truth which has, regrettably, become
a programme of action in certain quarters. '

\

184. Another example pf this tnversion is the allega-
tion that "the policya,ndactsofthe Portuguese Govern-
ment ••• have created a situation which constitutes a
seri9us threat to international peace and seourity".
My,delegation submits that whatdoes constitute a threat
is, the unfortunate campaign ,of vilification and other
illegal efforts made Portugal, and the collec-
tive ',aggression to which they' can lead, even as they
have alr;eady' ' to JrQplicit approval. of terrorism

to' .!ntheface aggression.
" , (i . ,"

-- 185. For the reasons.whtohd and 'with-
.constderattona. which do.,not,.seerrl •to be,

nece'ssary, 'my ·qelegation. !o\'mal
Qeha.)f. of the GQvernment.9f Pp;tHgal,'

to . i,ll .
186>;, The· PRESIDENT: A$ther!=i,r:.are,:no.':furth,er·'
speakers on the ilist, the Assembly wilfproce'ed'to:thef,'

.: I i - t •t,:! .' \ I
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