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2 AN ACCOUNT

OF THE

[SLAND OF MAURITIUS,

i

AND ITS

Dependencies,

BY A LATE OFFICIAL RESIDENT,

LONDON :
PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHOR.
1842.




MY LORD,

Your Lordship having appointed me asa Special
Magistrate for the Mauritius, 1 am indebted to that circumstance,
for whatever knowledge or information I possess of the Colony 3
and to you, therefore, 1 respectfully beg leave to dedicate this
account of the Island and its dependencies. It is a well known
fact, that of all the British possessions, less isknown of the Mau-
ritius generally, than of any other of our Colonies ; and when
the vast National and Commercial consequence of the Isl;\nd is
considered, whether in reference to produce or her important
position, in relation to our East India possessione and Trade, is a
_matter of surprize.
Should this brief account of the Island and its dependencies
meet your Lordship’s approval, and add towards the better
knowledge of this intercsting possession, my object will be

attained.
Ihave the honour to be,

My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient,
And very humble servant,

THE AUTHOR.

To the Right Honourable the Lord Stauley,
Secretary for the Colonial Department.




CHAPTER VIL.

Customs Duties—Import Duties— Entrepot, do—
Ezport, do.—Port Charge.

CUSTOMS DUTIES.

IMPORT DUTIES.

Graiv of all sorts, ploughs, and harrows,
steam and water engines, and other articles
of machinery, calculated to diminish manual
labour, and being of British manufacture,
free of duty.

‘Salted meat, fish, duly certified to have
been cured at the Cape of Good Hope,
New South Wales, or Van Dieman’s Land,
free of duty.

All goods, the produce of the dependen-
cies of the Mauritius, or of the Island of
Madagascar, with the exception of ebony,
if imported in British bottoms, are admitted
free of duty.
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AN ORBRDINANCE

Frnacted by The Governor of Mouritius and its Depen-
dencies, with the advice and consent of the Council
of Government thereof.

To make better provision for the Administration of
Justice in certain Dependeneciss of Mauritius.

ARTHUR GORDON. (10¢% February 1872.)

WHEREAS it is expedient to make better provision

for the Administration of Justice in cerfain Dependen-

cies of Mauritius ;

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by His Excel-
lency The Governor, with the advice and consent of the
Council of Government, as follows:
probodification of 7 ....The Proclamation dated 24th Octo-

. ' ber 1864 and the Proclamation No. 14 of
10th June 1868 are herehy modified so far as they are
repugnant to or inconsistent with the provisions of this
Ordinance. |

Bxtension of Laws. 2 __(Oyrdinance No. 84 of 1852, entitled
““ An Ordinance for amending and consolidating the Laws
« relating to the establishment of District Courts within
¢ the Colony,”—and Ordinance INo. 85 of the same year,
entitled :— An Ordinance for amending the Ordinance
““ relating to the Jurisdiction of District Courts in Ori-
“ minal Matters,” and Ordinance Wo. 11 of 1869 entitled
“ An Ordinance to extend the Jurisdictic, of Dis trict
“ Courts in Criminal Matters,” and Ordinaz  No. 27 of
1871 entitled ¢ An Ordinance to bring withs! the Juris-
« diction of the District Courls certain Misdemeanors,

““ Contraventions and Offences hitherfo excluded from
“ guch Jurisdiction, ” are hereby extended to the Islands



31 Tp make bewew provision for the Aclm@'mstmtz‘onof
Justice in certain Dependencies of Mavritivg,

mentlonecl in Article B of ¢his Ordinance, subject to the
prOVlSlonS hefemafter oontalLed :

gxsl}}c;’css:fx%ocgtoioﬂ: 3..—The Junior Dlstncb Mavlstla,te Oi

the Dls+11ct of Port Louis, in ”che Islang of
HFauritius, for the time being, is hereby COHStllﬂlbed to be
the Distmou Magistrate for fhe said Islands, and he, the
said Junior Di Sﬁ“lbu Magistrate ol £ Port Louis, and all thie
Officers of his Court, sha o1l have the same powers, autho-
rity and gur isdiction respectively, to all intents and pur-
poses, as if the said Islanés formed part of the sa,hl Dis-

mc’a of Port Louis.

9’2 BogTEne e L Nothing oeﬂtau,ad in +b1q O dinance‘
shall be held %o diminigh, limit, or in any
Way affech the right and power of the Procureur GeLeml =
1o reduce or “ef’er back w:me the Ordinances No. 11 of -
186 9 or Mo, 27 of 1871, any Oriminal charge concerning

any oifence committed in the said Islands.

Ordinance to apply B Thl

to certain Islands. ‘ linance Ejﬁall aﬁ)ply to Ihe ;
ollowing

sx d namely :

|-.-d

q
L

. Diego Garcia,

Six Ea1ands,

Baﬂ@ef Tsland,
Hagle Isl ands,

?eroa Banhos,

Coetivy,

Soloron Isvmds,

Agalega Tgiands,

‘%i Brandon IslaLda, also
Cargados Carayos.

nd otherwise called

j2s]

.ss7p in Couneil, at Port Louis, Island of Tl auri-
: ebrnary One ‘hougand Bighthun- 2

~

2
s T QA
dred and Ssventy-two.

Tros., ELLIOTT,
: ary to the Counneil of Government.
Pyblished by Order of His Bxeellency The Governor.
Epwarp NEWTON,

‘Colonial Secretary-
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Report of Ivanoff Dupont, Acting Magistrate for the Lesser Dependencies of Mauritius, on the Islands of
the Chagos Group, 11 June 1883
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Letters Patent, 16 September 1885



1879,

declare Qur will and pleasure as follows i== .~ ... .

" fLotters Patent 16th September 1885
"VICTORIA, by the grace of God, &o. L
Recites of LettersPa-  WHEREAS the Council of G0vernmént

tent of 22nd March of Oup (folony of Mauritius is now constituted
and possesses powers of legislation under _and

according to the provisions of certain Lietters

Patent under the Great Seal of Our TUnited Kingdom of Great

‘ Britain and Ireland, bearing date-the 22nd day of March 1879.%

. AxD WﬁEEEAs We are minded” to alter the -consbitfition -
of the said Council of Government ;. :

A -

Now ENOW YE t]ﬁapt We do by these Onr L ﬁﬁéfs Eztent,

-
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Latters. ?atem, 1835

~Council of Govern- ].— There shall be in and for the Colouy
ment established. - of Mauritius 2 Council of Government con-
stltuted a8 hereinafter mentioned.

Constitution of the 2,—The Council shall consish of the Go-
Gompil, vernor, of eight ez officio members, of nine
nominated members, and of ten elected members.

~ The ea- oﬁicw members shall be the Senior Military Officer
for the time being in' command of Our regular troops in the
Colony, the persons for the time being lawfully discharging .the
functions of the respective offices of Colonial Secretary, Pro-
cureur General, Receiver General, Auditor General, Collector of
Customs, Protector of Tmmigrants, Surveyor Grenera,l or .such
officers as We may by Instructions under Our Sign Manual and
Signet from time to time think fit to appoint.

The nominated members, of whom one third at least shall be
persons not holding any officé in the pubhc service of the Colony,
shall be such persons, not exceeding nine in number at any one
time, as We may from time to time appoint by any Instruction
or Warrant under Our Sign Manual and Signet, or as the Go-
vernor in pursiance of the powers hereby vested in’ bim may
from time to time provisionally appoint.

The elected members shall be persons to ba elected as Hersin-
after provided

bers. shall take precedence of the other niembers

. and shall rank amongst themselves in the
order in which they are hereinbefore named. The other members
shall rank amongst themselves in the order of date of their
appointment or election, and two or more members appointed
or elected on the same day shall rank in the alphabstical order
of their names.

Tenure of seats ~ 4,—The nominated Members of the Council -

frfembe?sommated shall hold their seats untilthe next disgoluti m
of the Council after their appointment, unless
previously removed by virtue of an Instructe

ion or Warrant under Our Sign Munual and Signet, or
suspended by the Governor under the power for that pur-
pose hereby vested in him, ¥ or unless they shall prevmusly
resign their seats. Nominated Members may be re- appomt—
ed. - ;

Prt??%sioaﬁlyappom’ﬁf 5—~For the purpose of conshtutmo’ the
ment by Governor o R
et e o Council without unnecessary delny, the Go
vernor may forthwith by instrume-ts under
: the Public seal appoanb provisionally fit, per-
song,not excesding nins in number, to be nominated Members

Preoedencs of mem- 3.— The ex- aﬁ‘Zczo Members of the Council’

[L. P. 23 Sept.
1894, cl. 1.]

[see el. 7. p, 18.]
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{L. P. 23 Sept.
1894, ol. 2]

of the Council. Hvery such apppointmer
or confirmed by Us through one of
State, and, until so confirmed, may

e

1t may be disallowed
Cur Principal Secretaries of
be revoked by the Governor

Public officers must  §,— Any person holding any office in the
accept seat in Oouneil 1116 service of the Colony to which he shall
if so required. 3 ' N y b0 which né sha
have been appointed after the publication of

these presents in the Coleny may be required
to serve as a nominated Member of the Council, and if any such
person having been appointed by Us or by the Governor a
member shall decline to act in that capacity he shall 4pso facto
vacate his office.

Suspension of momi- % .—The Governor may, by an instrument
pafied mereEs, under the Public seal, suspend any nominat-
ed member from the exercise of his functions
as a Member of the Council. Hvery such suspension shall be
forthwith reported by the Governor to Us through one of Our
Principal Secretaries of State, and shall remain in force unless
and until either it shall be removed by the Governor by an
instrument under the said seal or it shall be disallowed by Us
throngh one of Our Principsl Secretaries of State, and such
disallowance shall be published in the Gazette.

Provisional ap- 8,—W henever any nominated Member shall,
pointment of n0- 4, wyiting under his hand, resign his seat in
minated members o, o : .
to fill temporary bhe Couancil, or shall die or be suspended
vacancies. from the exercise of his functions as a Member

of the Council, or be declared by the Gover-
nor by an instrument under the public Seal to be incapable
of exercising his functions as a member of the Council,
or be temporarily absentfrom the Colony, the Governor
may, by an instrument under the Public Seal, appoint some
person to be provisionally a Member of the Council in the
-place of the Member so resigning or dying, or being sus-
pended or declared incapable, or tem porarily absent.

Hvery such provisional appointment may be disallowed
by Us through one of Our Principal Secretaries-of State,
or may berevoked by the Governor by any such instrument
as aforesaid. o

Position of provisional 9.—Tvery person provisionally appointed
members. - °  ghall be 4o all intents and purposes a Member
' of the Council until his appointment shall be

disallowed, or revoked, or superseded by the permanent appoint-’

ment of & nominated Member of the Council, or until the person
in whose place he had been appointed shall be relieved from sus-
pension or declared by the Governor by an jpstruwent nnder the
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Public seal to be capable of exercising the functions of a Member
i

T

of the Council, or shall reburn to the Coleny, as the case may be.

Qualifieation ofelect-  1{,

s ).—1o person shall be capable of being
e elected a Member of the Council, or, having

er
been elected, shall sit or vote in the Council, who—

ey

(1) Is the holder of any office of emolument under the
Orown, or under a Municipal Corporation within the Colony ; or,
(2) Is a minister of religion ;or,

. v

(3) Is the returning officer of the district for which the elec-
tion is held ; or,

The term ¢ office of emclument ’ in this and the twelfth section
does not extend to the Mayor or any other Member of a Munici-
pal Corporation, and does not include & pension or other allowance
to an officer who has ceased to be in the service of the Crown or
of a Municipal Corporation.

Penalty for mnquali- 11.—~HKvery person who, having been re-
fied person SibHing or y..nod as an elected Member of the Council
voting. > s . o

but not having been &b the time of his election
qualified to be an clected member, shall sit or vote in the Coun-
cil, shall for every day on which he sits or votes, and every
person who shall sit or vote in the Council after his seat has
become vacant shall for every day on which he sits or votes after
his seat has become vacant, be liable to a penalty of Rs 500 to
be resovered by action in the Supreme Court of the Colony by
any person who shall sue for the same. :

Seat of elected mem-  19.—If any elected Member of the Council

R shall, by writing under his hand, addressed to
the Governor, resign his seat in the Counecil,

or shall, without the leave of the Governor previously ob-
tained, be absent from the sitiings of the Council during a whole
session, or shall make any declaration or acknowledgment of
allegiance to any Foreign State or Power, or shall become a
citizen or subject of any Foreign State or Power, or shall be
adjudicated a bankrupt, * or shall be sentenced in any part of Our & r .y 93071887
dominions to death, penal servitude, or imprisonment with hard art. 36: Vol. 2 .
labour, or for & term exceeding twelve months, or shall for the 941.)
‘period of one month remain a parby to any contrach with the
Government of the Celony, or shall accept any office of emolu- ;-:'
ment ender the Crown or under a Municipal Corporation within
the Colony, his seat in the Council shall thereupon become
vacant. ' ’ ‘
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: Wnt for election to  Whenever it shall be shown to the satbis-
EUpRIy ¥aoARCY. faction of the Governor that the seat of an

elected member has becoms vacant, the
Governor shall, as soon as possible, issue a writ. for the
election of a new member in the place of the member whose seat
has become vacant, but if any question shall arise as to the fact

of:such vacancy, it shall be referred to and decided by the
Coupail, |

Oath of allegiance to 13 —No Member of the Council shall sit
Egéﬁgﬂby Members o gote therein until he shall have taken
' and subscribed the following oath before the
Governer, or some person authorized by the Governor.to admi-

#(¢f, No. 12 of nister such oath :—* o
1869, art. 9 and [, A, B, do sincerely promise and swear that I will be
Sched. Fourth Part. £,111 1] and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Victoria
Vol 3.p.1139.] 7N H > T " LAIRBLY e toria,
er heirs and successors according to law.

“So help me God. ”.

Provided that every person authorized by law to make an
affirmation instead of taking an oath may make such affirmation
#[¢f. ib. art. 13.] instead of the said oath. T : :

Electoral districts. 14.— For the purpose of the election of
- members of the Council, the nine districts of
% [¢f. No. 27 of the Island of Mauritius | shall form nine electoral districts.
1875,Vol,8, p.1767.] =~ o o0 _,
" Two members shall be elected for the district of Port Louis,

ety . El

?f%d, one member for each of the other districts.

Qualification of elec-  15.—Hvery male person shall be entitled

boxss to be registered in any year as a voter for

any electoral district, and when regis-

tered to vote at the election of a Member of the Council for
such district, who is qualified as follows, that is to say :—

(1) Has attained the age of twenty-one years.

(2) Is under no legal incapacity, and is in possession of his -

civil, rights.

29 (3) I,_s_a.];ritish subject by birth or natﬁralization. e
(4) Has resided in the colony for three years at least previous

to.the date of registration, and possesses some ome of the fol-

lowing qualifications :— ” -

(a) is”'oi;‘ the 1st day of January in such year, and has duri;g
~the preceding six calendar months been, the owner of immovea~
- ble property within such district of the annnal value of Rs 308,
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or the monthly value of Rs 25 ahove all charges and encum-
brances affecting the same : -

(0) 18 at the date of registration paying, and has for 8ix
calendar months previous to the 1st day of January in such year
paid, rent in respect of immoveable property, situate within such
district, at the rate of at least Rs 25 per month : '

(¢) has for three calendar months previous to the 1st day of
January in such year resided, or had his principal place of busi-
ness or employment within such district, and is the owner of
moveable property within the colony of the value of at least
Rs 3,000 : | o

(d) is the husband of a wife, or the eldest son of a widow,
possessing any one of the above qualifications :

~ (¢) has for three calendar mouths previous to the Ist day of
Jaunuary in such year resided, or had his principal place of busi-
ness (or employment within such district, and is in receipt of-a
yearly salary of at least Rs 600, or a monthly salary of at least
Rs'50 per month: I s
(/) has for three calendar months previous to the 1st day of
January in such year resided, or had his principal place of busi-
ness or employment within such district, and pays license duty
to the amount of at least Rs 200 per annum. '
Provided—

(1) That no person shall be registered as a voter or be en-
titled to vote for the election of a Member of the Council who
has been convicted of perjury in any Court in Our Dominions,
or who has been sentenced by any such Court to death, or penal
servitude, or imprisonment with hard labour, or for a term ex-
ceeding twelve months, and has not either suffered the punish-
ment to which he was sentenced or such other punishment as by
competent authority may have been substituted for the same or
received a free pardon from Us. _

(2) That no person shall be registered as a voter in any year
who has within twelve calendar months immediately preceding
the 1st day of January in that year received any relief from
public or parochial funds. N L

(8) That no person shall be registered as a voter in any year
unless he shall in the presence of the registering officer or of a -
magistrate with his own hand subscribe his name t6 his claim to
be registered,and write thereon the date of such subseription,and
the qualification in respect of which he claims to be registered.

(4)-That no person claiming to be registered in the district
in which he resides, in respect of either of the qualifications (e);s
(d), (e), (f), shall be registered in respect of the same qualifica~
tion in‘ the district in which he has his principal place of business

or employment, or vice versd,.
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Registers of voters  J§ —TIn each of the said electoral districts
to be made in each : : . o e
district. e n every year of the

o wvote at the election of &
*[See post No. 5 Jf\/i embﬂ of the Council for such district.* The
gg%gggfmd b, 22 n o force on a day to be
appomued by the COVGlDOI‘ by progcl: n, and shall remain
in force until the registers to be made in the following year
come into force, and all registers after the first shall come into
force at such times as shall be appointed by any law to be
enacted by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the
Council, and until any guch law shall be enacted, at such times
as shall be appomuea by the Governor by T‘rod@ma‘alon, and
shall remsain in force for one year.

9
w

Returning officers. 1'7.—~The Governor shall from time to time
appomu a ﬁ‘ and proper person to be the
returning officer of each electoral district, and way at any time
#[cf. post No. 6 of cancel any such appointment 7 ; and if any returning officer shall
1889, arts. 4-6.] by sickness or other cause, be prevented or disabled [ from acting,
or shall refuse or neglect to act at any election, the Governor
may at any time appomt some fit and proper person to act in the
place of such returning officer at such election. Hvery appoint-
ment of a returning officer shall be valid until his death or
resignation, or until such appointment shall be cancelled by the
Governor. Hvery appomtua nb or cancellation of appointment
“of a returning officer shall be notified in the Gazetbe.

§[With regal’dlto Writs of election.§  18.—TFor the purpose of every general
;loi(;tigg.sb 5?%398.3 election of Members of the Council, and for
‘ the purpose of the election of members to supply vacancies
caused by death, resignation, or otherwise, the Governor shall
issue writs of election under the Public seal, addressed to the
returning officers of the respective electoral QlStT'IGtS for which
members are te be retm‘ned. Every such writ shall specify the
day and place of election, and the day on which it is returnable
to the Governor ; upon receipt of sach writ every returning
officer shall proceed to hold the election thereby directed ; and
after such election he shall certify the return of each mémber
elected by endorsement on the writ, and shall return the writ so
endorsed to the Governor within the time for that purpose spe-
cified therein. He shall also, as soon as possible, give public
notice of each candidate elected, and in the case of a contested
election of the number of votes given foL each" 'Llldl ate whether
elected or not.

l.f?ﬁmination of can- 1§ -~Bvery candidate for election as a
cidates. Member of the Council shall be nominated in
writing by nob less than six registerad electors of the electoral

district for which he seeks to be elected.
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~Poll ab  elections.  B().—1In the cags of g poll at an election of
Ballot, a Member of the Council the votes shall be
given by ballot. The ballot of each voter

-shall consist of a paper (in these Letters Patent called o

ballot paper) showing the names and description of the candidates.
Bach ballot paper shall have a number printed on the back,
and shall have attached to it a counterfoil with the same
number printed on the face. At the time of voting the ballot
paper shall be marked on both sides with an official mark and
delivered to the voter within the polling station, and the nume
ber of such voter on the register of voters shall be marked on
the counterfoil,and the voter having secretly marked his vote on
the paper, and folded up the paper so as to conceal his vote,
shall place it in a closed box in the presence of the officer pre-
siding at the polling station after having shown to him the
official mark at the back. '

Each voter in the Port Louis district may, if he so desires,
vote for two candidates when two members are to be elected,
but in no other case shall any voter have more than one vote in
any one district.

Any ballot paper which has not on its back the official mark,
or on which votes are given to more candidates than there are
members to be elected, or on which anything except the said
number on the back is written or marked, by which the vote
can be identified, shall be void and not counted. .

After the close of the poll the ballot boxes shall be sealed so
as o prevent the introduction of additional ballot papers and
shall be taken charge of by the returning officer, who shall, in
the presence of such agents (if any) of the candidates as may
be in attendance, open the ballot boxes and ascertain the result
of the poll by counting the votes given to each candidate, and
shall forthwith declare to be elected the candidate to whom the
majority of the votes have been given.

The decision of the returning officer as to an uestion ari-
S & - ~ .

sing in respect of any ballet paper shall be final, subject to re-
versal on petition questioning the election or return.

Provision for voters  31,—If any voter is incapacitated by blind-
physically incapacitat- ) ooq o gther physical cause. from voting in
ed from voting or mn- . ¥ v
able to read. the manner prescribed by these Letters Pa- e
tent, or by any law or proclamation'in force e
for the time being, or if any voter shall; at the t%me of pplling,in _
the presence of the officer presiding at the polling station, sign T
with' his name or wmark, attested by such presiding officer, a
~declaration that he is mnabls to read the ballot paper, such
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presiding officer shall, at the request of such voter, in the
preésence of the agents of the candidates, cause his vote to
be marked on a ballot paper in manner divected by such voter,
and the ballot paper so marked to be placed ia the ballot box,
and the name and number on the register of voters of every
voter whose vote is so marked for him, and the reason why it is
so marked, shall be entered on a list which ghall be dslivered
to the returning officer.

Casting vote of re-  22.— Whenever there i1z an equality of
SESETEE L oies: votes between candidates at any election of a
" Member of the Council, and the addition of

a vote would entitle any of such candidates to be declared
elected, the returning officer, if he is a registered elector of the
electoral district for which the election is held, may give such

- additional vote, but the returning officer shall not, in any other

case, be entitled to vote at an election for which he is the re-
turning officer. | '

Petitions againgt dis:  23,—A: petition complaining of an undue
gnted wleskione: return or undue election of & Member o¢f the
_ - Council, in these Letters Patent called an
election: petition, may be presented to the Supreme Court by
any ore or more of the following persons, that isto say,—(1)
some person who voted or had a right to vote at the election
to which the petition relates, (¢) some person claiming to have
had a right te be returned at such election, (3) some person
alleging himself to have been a candidate at such election.

_Trial of:election pe-  24.—Tvery election petition shall be tried
titions. by a Judge of the Supreme Court sitting

*#[¢f. No. 6 of 1889" alone without a juryin open Court.* At the
art. 46 post, which conclusion of the trial, the Judge shall determine whether the

provides that the.
petition is to be
tried like an action
entered by plaint

with summons. ]

Member of Council whose return or election is complained of or
any and what other person was duly returned or electsd, or
whether the election was void, and shall
Decision of Judge certify such determination to the Governor,
fpsl & and, upon such certificate being given, such
determination shall be final; and the return shall be confirmed
or altered, or a writ for anew election shall be issued, as the case
may require, in accordance with such determination.

Power of Judge. 25.—At the trial of an election pefition the
Judge shall, subject to the provisions of these

Presents or of any proclamation to be made by the Governor
under these Letters Patent, have the same powers, jurisdic-
tion, and authority, and witnesses shall ‘be

- Summoning witnes: subpeenaed and:sworn in' the same manmner
BeBe 2% nearly as circumbances will admit, agina



DN —

. .

Letters Datent, 1885.

trial of a civil action in the SupremeCourt, and shall be subject
to the same penaltiés for perjury.

Provision forholding  28,~—Subjectto the provisions of these Pre-
iiliﬁté(énséotffs, e sents, the election of Members of the Council
determining disputed shall be held and the registration of voters
elections to be made for the election of such members shall be
by local laws, or by gffscted at Such times, in such places, and in
the Governor’s procla- s 2 4
Lo, such manner and form, and by such officers,

and with such provisions for ascertaining the
qualifications of voters and candidates, and all questions and dis-
putes as to the validity or as to the results of elections of elected
members shall be determined by such tribnnals and in such man-
ner, as shall be ordained by any law or laws to be enacted by the
Governor with the advice and consent of the Council,* and, in
the meantime, and uutil provision has been made for the purposes
aforesaid by the enactment of any such law or laws as aforesaid,
as shall be directed by any proclamation or proclamations to be
issued by the Governor and published in the Gazette. Every
proclamation made in pursuance of this clause shall from the
publication thereof have the same force and effect as if it had
been embodied in and formed part of these Letters Fatent.

Definition of bribery.  27.—The following persons shall be deemed

guilty of bribery within the meaning of

these Letters Patent :—

(1) Every person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by
any other person on his behalf, gives, lends, or agrees to give
or lend, or offers, promises, or promises to procure or to endea-
vour to procure, any money or valuable consideration to or for
any voter, or to or for any person on behulf of any voter, or to
or tor any other person in order toinduce any voter to vote or
refrain from voting, or corruptly does any such act as aforesaid
on account of such voter having voted or refrained from voting
at any election.

(2) Bvery person who directly cr indirectly, by himself or
by any other person on his behalf, gives or procures, or agrees
to give or procure, or offers, promises, or promises to procure or
to endeavour to procure, any office, place, or employment to or
for any voter, or to or for any person on behalf: of any voter, or
to or for any other person in order to induce such voter to vote
or refrain from voting, or corruptly does any such act as afore-
said on account of any voter having voted or refrained from
voting at any election. ’ -

(8) HEvery persen who directly or indirectly, by himself or
by any other person on his behalf, makez any such giff, loan,

*[cf. the laws
contained in this
group : post.]
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offer, promlse procurement, or agreement as aforesaid to or for
“any person in order to induce such person to procure, or en-
deavour to procure, the return of any person as aun elected
Member of the Council, or the vote of any voter ab any election.

(4) Every person who, upon or in consequence of any such
gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement, or agreement, procures
or enoages, promises or endeavours to procure the return of
any person as an elected Member of the Council, or the vote of

any voter at any election.

-(5) BEvery pérson who advances or pays, .or causesto be
paid, any money to or to the use of any other person, with the
intent that such money, or any part thereof, shall be expended
in bmbmy ab any. election, or who knowmgly pays, .or causesto
be paid, any money to any person, .or dlscharge or repayment
of any money wholly or'in part expended in br1bery ab any elec-
tion.

(6) Every woter who, before or during any election, directly
or indirectly, by himseif or by any other person in his behalf,
receives, agrees, or contra,cts for any money, gift, loan, or va-
lIuable consxderatlon, office, place, or employment for himself or
for any other person, for voting or agreeing to vote, or for
reframmg or agreemcr to refrain from votmg at any electlon

(7) Bvery person who, after any election directly or indirect-
- 1y, by himself or by any other person on his behalf, receives any
money or valuable consideration on  account of any person ha-
ving-voted or refrained from voting or having induced any
other person t6 vote or refram from voting at any e. lection.

(8) :Eivery person who directly or 1nd1rectly corruptly pays
any zate or tax on behalf of any other person for the purpose of
enabling him-to be registered.as a voter in order thereby to in-
fluence his vote at any future election, and every pers son gn
whose behalf, and with whose privity, any such payment as last
aforesaid.is made,

Definition of treating.  28.— The following persons shall be. deemn

ed guilty of treating W1th1n the meaning of

these Letters Patenu $om

(1) Every person who corruptly, by himself or by any other'

person, either before, during or after an election, directly or in-
directly gives or prowdes or pays wholly or in part the expense
of giving or providing any food, drink, entertainment, or provi-
sion to or :for any - pelson f01 bhe purpose of co;ruptly influen.
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cing that person, or avy other person, to vote or refrain from
voting, ab such election, or on account of such person or any
other person having voted or refrained from voting at such elec-
tion.

~ (2) Every elector who corruptly accepts or takes any such
food, drink, entertainment or provision, '

_Definition of undue 29..—Hvery person who directly orindirect-
mfinenos, ly, by himself, or by any other pérson ér his

' behalf, makes use of or threatens £6 mike
use of, any force, violence, or restraint, or inflicts or threa-
tens to inflict, by himself or by any other person, any temporal
or spiritual injury, damage, harm, ¢r loss upon or agaidst any
person; in order to induce or compel such person to vote or re-
frain from voting or on account of such person having voted or.
refrained from voting dt any election, or- who by abduction,
daréss, or any fraudulent contrivance, impedes or prévents the
free exercise of the franchise of any elector or théreby compels,
induces or prevails upon any elector, or thereby compels, induces,
or prevails upon any elector either to give or refrain from
giving his vote at any élection shall be guilty of undie influeice
within the meaning of thése Letters Patent.

_, Definition of person- 30,—Every person who atan election applies
ation. for a ballot paper in thenaine of another per-

son, whethér that ndme be the nidmé of a
person living or dead, or of a fictitious person, or who, having
voted once at any élection, applies ab the same éléction for a ballot
paper in his own namese, shall be guilty of personation within the
meaning of these Letters Patent.

Penalty for bribery, 31.—Hvery person whois guilty of bribery,

froating or mndue I greating, or undue influence, shall; on convic-

a tion thereof, be liable to be imprisoned, with

or without hard labour, for a term not exceeding oné year, or to
be fined any sum not exceeding Rs. 2,000,

_Pénalty for persona-  32.—Hvery person who is guilty of persona-
tion. . . K . .
« - tion, or of aiding, abetting, counselling, or
. procuring the commission of the offencée of
personation, shall, on conviction thereof, be liable to be impri-
soned, with or without hard labour, for a term not exceeding
two years..

Disqualification for 33.—Hvery person who is convicted of bri-
bigbety, e bery, treating, undue influence, or persona-
tion, or of aiding, counselling, or pro-

‘Giiring the commiission of the offence of personation, shall (in
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addition to any other Damchmeht) be mcapa’ble during a period
of seven years from the dale of his conviction—

(1) Of being regwtereu as a voter, or voting at any election
of a Member o? the Counail,

(2) Of being elected a

mber of the Uouncil, or, if elected
befure his ¢onviction, of re

ining his seat as SLCh member,

R‘

Me

L
IEE)

Penalty for certain gé_mEvery pepsoﬂ WhO"*‘
illegal practices at -
elections.

(1) Votes, or induces or procures any person to vote, at any
election, kunowing that he or such other person is prohibited by
these Lotters Patent, or by any law, from voting at such election ;

(2) Before or during an election knowingly publishes a false
statement of the withdrawal of a candidate at such election for
the purpose of promoting or procuring the election of another
candidate ;

shall be guilty of an illegal practice, and shall, on summary
conviction thereof, be liable to a fine not exneedmv Rs 1,900,
and be incapable, during a period of five years from the date of
his conviction, of bemcr registered as a voter, or voting at any
election of a Member of the Council for the electoral districh in
which the illegal practice was committed.

Offences in respect of 35.—Hvery person who—
ballot papers, &c., &c. ' TP

(1) Forges or counterfeits, or fraudulently defaces or destroys,
any ballot paper or the official mark on any ballot paper; or,

(2) Without due aunthority supplies a ballot paper to any
person ; or,

(3) Fraudulently puts into any ballot box any paper other
than the ballot paper which he is authorized by law to put in ; or,

(4) Fraudulently takes out of the polling station any ballot
paper ; or,

(5) Without due authority destroys, takes, opens, or other-
wise interferes with any ballot box or p@cket of ballot papels
then in use for the purposes of any election ;

shall be guilty of misdemeanour, and be liable, if he is a retarn-
ing officer or presiding officer or clerk employed at a polling
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station, to imprisonment for any term not exceeding two years,
with or without hard labour, or to a fine not exceeding Es2,000,
and if he is any other person, to imprisonment for any term not
oxceeding six months, with or without hard labour, or to a fine

not exceeding Rs 500.

Any attempt to commit any offence specified in this clause
shall be punishable in the manner in which the offence itself is

punishable. : ‘

In any information or progecution for an offence in relation to
the ballot bozes, ballot papers, and other things in use atan
election, the property in such ballot boxes, ballot papers, or
things may be stated to be in the returning officer atsuch
election.

Infringement of se-  36,—— Hvery officer, clerk, and agent, in
recy: attendance at a polling station shall maintain

and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the
voting in such station, and shall not communicate, except for
some purpose authorised by law, before the poll is closed, to any
person any information as to the name or number on the register
of voters of any voter who has or has not applied for a ballot
paper or voted at that station, and no person whosoever shall
interfere with or attempt to interfere with a voter when marking
his vote, or otherwise attempt to obtain in the polling station
any information as to the candidate for whom any voter in such
station is about to vote or has voted, or as to the number on the
back of the ballot paper given to any voter at such station.

HEvery officer, clerk, and agent in attendance at the counting
of the votes shall maintain and aid in waintaining the secrecy of
the voting, and shall not attempt to ascertain at such counting
the number on the back of any ballot paper or communicate
any information obtained at such counting as to the candidate for
whom any vote is given in any particular ballot paper. No
person shall, directly or indirectly, indnce any voter to display
his ballot paper after he has marked it so as to make known to
any person the name of the candidate for or against whom he has
so marked his vote.

Every person who acts in contravention of the provisions of
this clause shall be liable,on summary conviction before two or
more Justices of the Peace,” to imprisonment for any term not
exceeding six months, with or without hard labour.

Power to make laws. 87, It shall be lawful for the Governor,

with the advice and consent of the Council,

to make laws for the peace, order, and good Government of the
Colony. '

*[Bench of Ma-
gistrates : ¢f. No. 6 -
of 1889, art. 45.)
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“.appointee or senior
“member present to
.~ preside.

Assent to laws. - 88.— No law made by the Governor, with

» the advice and consent of the Council, shall

take effect untill either the Governor shall have assented thereto

in Our name and on Qur behalf, and shall have signed the samse

in token of such assent, or until We shall have given Our assent

thereto by Our Order in QOur Privy Council or through one of
Our Principal Secretaries of State, '

Disallowance of laws. ~ 39.—When the Governor assents o a law
: . he shall, by the first convenient opportunity,
transmit to one of Our Principal Secretaries of State o copy of
the law, authenticated under the Pablic seal and by his 6wn
signature, and if at any time within two years after such copy
shall have heen received by Our said Secretary of State, We
shall notify to the Governor Our disallowance of such law
through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, every law so
disallowed shall become null and void from and after the day on
which the Governor shall signify such disallowance by procla-
mation in the Gazette.

Ordinances reserved 40— The Governor may reserve an

%’;;ffajséﬁ;ﬁﬁz;:ug Ordinance passed by the Council for the

, signification of Our pleasure théreon, and
shall so reserve any such Ordinance by which any provision of
these Our Létters Patent is repealed, altered, or amendad, or
which is in any way repugnant to or inconsistent with any of the
provisions of these presents: An Ordinance so reserved shall fake
effect so soon #s We shall have given Our assent theréto, éither
by Our Order in Our Privy Council or though ome of Our
Principal Secretaries 6f State, and the Governor ghall have
signified such assent by proclamation in the Gazebte,

[L. P. 4 June 1896 _Questions, &c., for  4],— Tt shall be competent fdf any
cl. 1.]

debate. Member of the Council to propose any
: question for debate therein ; and such
question, if séconded by any other Member, shall be debas-
ed and disposed of according to the standing Rules and
Orders : Provided always, that no Ordinance, vote, reso-.
lution, or question, the object or effect of which may be to
dispose of or charge any part of Our’ revenue arising
within the Colony, shall be proposed, except by the
Governor or with his consent. i

Governor or his 42 _ The Governor, if present, or, in his.
absence, any Member of the Council appointed
by him in writing, or, in default of such.
appointment, the member present who stands -

lﬁ:{‘sb in order of precedence, shall preside gt every meeting of

the Council.
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Votin.g 43.—All questions proposed for decision in
the Council shall be determined by a majority

of the votes of the members present, and the Governor or other
presiding member shall have an original vote

Casting vote. on all such questions, and also a casting vote

if the votes shall be equally divided.

Oouncil may transact  44.—The Council shall not be disqualified
?;l:li}:s:nléﬁfgltﬂsta,_ﬂd- for the transaction of business by reason of
° any vacancy or vacancies among the ez-officio,
nominated, or elected members. o o

Quoram. 45.—Until otherwise provided by the Council,
no business except that of adjournment shall

be transacted, unless there shall be present nine members
besides the Governor or presiding member. =

Rules to be observ-  4@,—Subject to the provisions of these
el by Conneils presents the Council shall, in the transaction
of business and passing of laws, conform as
nearly as may be to the directions as to the transaction of busi-
ness.and passing of laws by the Council as hereafter constituted,
conveyed to the Governor in certain Instructions under Our sign
: ' manual and signet,bearing date the 22nd day
Royal instructions of March 1879, * until otherwise provided by
%2nd March 1879 & {J and to such further instructions, under * (Revoked by In-
Oursign manual and signet as may be here- Bmotian, 27 Deo.
after addrvessed to the Governor in that behalf, but no law ~oo0 Post]
‘enacted by th Governor, with the advice and consent of the
Council, shall:be invalid by reason that in the enactment thereof

any such JInstructions were not duly observed. T + [of. 28 &29 Vict.
N o 2 . 63 post.]

Power to make 47.—Subject to the provisions of these pre-
standing orders. sents, and such Instructions as aforesaid, the
Council may make standing rules and orders for the regula-
tionof its own proceedings, and until any such rules and

Y ., orders have been made the standing rulesand -

Existing standing .5 = ' o T e A Vgl
orders to remain inOrders of the now existing Council shall
force until “mew or- remain im force, and apply, so far as the same

e ‘are applicable thereto, to the Council hereby
constituted. S | -
Sessions of Council.  48,.—The sessions of the Council shall be .

= held at such times and places as the Governor
shall from time to time by proclamation appoint. ~There shall

be at least one session in the Council in every year, and. there

shall not be an interval of twelve months between the last sitting

in one session and the first sitting in the next session. The firsh

session shall be held within six months after the -Proclamation -
of these presets nin the Colony. -'- '
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GOV@IHOT m@Y pro- 49 —The Governor may at any time, by

dissolve Coun-
Zfloueor proclamation, prorogue or dissolve the Ooun«-
cil.

Duration of Council. 50, —The Governor shall dissolve the Coun-
cil at the eXpu“auon of five years from the
date of the return of the first writs at the last preceding géner 21 :
election, if it shall not have been sooner dissolved.
Times of first and 5 —The first general election of Members .
:?;i?ggse_nt general op +he Council shall be held at such time, nob
more than three months after the Proclama-
tion of these presents in the Colory, as the
Governorshall by proclamation appoint, and a general election
shall be held within two months after every dissolution - of the -
Council, a5 such time as the Governor shall in hke manner
appomt :

Tnterpretation. , 52.—In these presents—

¢ The Colony ”’ means the Island of Mauritius and its De-
pendencies. .. .

« The Council >’ means the Council of. Government as hereby
constituted.

-¢¢ The Governor >’ means. Lhe person for the time being Taw-
fully administering the Government of the Oolony.

“ The Public Seal 7 means the Public Seal of the Co]ony

¢ The Gazette ” means the Mauritius Government Gazette.

““ Minister .of Religion” means any clergyman, minister,
priest, or other person who exercises spiritual functions or per-
forms the offices of religion for or in respectito any Christian or
other churoh commumty, or body within the Colony,

22

Revocation  of so  53,~~Trom and after the date of the return
much of the said Let- (¢ 110 first writs for the election of members
ters Patent of the 22nd
day of March 1879 as of the Council hereby constituted, so much of
relates to the consti- Qur said Letters Patent of the ‘)an day of
tution and fanctions of \ro00h 1879 as'relates to the constibution and _
the Council. .

functions of the Couucil (namely; the seventh
and eighth articles thereof) shall cease to be in force, but

Wli)hout pregudwe to anything lawfuhy done thereunder.

Reseryes POWEf o 5d. —We do. hereby reserve 40 Ourselves

revoke, alter, or amend
u_
Tetters Patont, and to Our heirs and successors, full power. and au-

make laws. ﬂlomty to revoke, alter, or amerd these Our -
- ; Lietters Patent as to Us or- them shall seem
fit 1,, 1(1 ao:hmo" herein contained shall affect Our or- their .

undoubted right, by and with the advice and consent of Parlia-
ment, or with the adwca of Our or their Privy Council, to make
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from time to time all such laws as may to Us or them appear
necessary for the peace, order, and good government of the
Colomy. ' ‘

Publication of Let- 55.—And We do further direct and enjoin
ters Patent. - that these Our Letters Patent'shall bs vead
and proclaimed at such place or places a3 0ur [Proclaimed * 3p
said Governor shall think fit within Our said ' Colony of Mai- Sé’igéé‘%i Procl. 56
riting, P : B ' L )
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Note on Copra Production in the Chagos Archipelago, December 1932, CO 167/879/4
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32.

CHAGOS ISLANDS
The freehold ownership of the Agalega Islands and the
Islands of the Chagos Archipelago, respectively, is
vested in three separate Companies established in
favritins.

=

All the Islands mentioned sre dependencies of the

Govermment of Mauritius.

.The three Companies owning the said Islands are:

1) The NOUVELLE SOCIETE HUILIERE DE DIEGC BT PEROS
with a paid up Capitel of £48,888,

2) The SOCIETE HUILIERE DE SALCMON .
with a paid up Capital of £19,259.

3) The SOCIETE D'AGALEGA _
with a paid up Capital of £44 074,

The several Islands in question azre planted with
cocoanut - palms. The aggregate output of Copra of the
Islands belonging to the three Companies is zbout

2&400 tons yearly. Only a small proportion of the

:coﬁia, viz, about 470 tons is turned into o0il on the

Islands by a primitive process and produces about 269

‘tons ef inferior grade cocoanut oil which is shipped to

Mauritilis for .sale.

The belance of the copra, viz. 2,400 - 470 =1,930 tors
is-also shipped to Mauritius where it is sold for export.
These 2,400 tons of copra would produce, if pressed and
refined in Mauritius by a modern oil féctory, about

RJ
1,500 tons of edible o0il, which could be turned into more

—t

valuable products such as margarine and stearine. It

is proposed that the factory should be equipped so as to

. produce an oil which will not become cloudy and which

will produce the valueble product stearine.
Under

B KO S
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Under present circumstances, these Companies
cannot work at a profit, nearly 4/bBths of their copra
production being sold for export at a very low price.

It is therefore necessary, if the work of the Islends

o
.
(=)
2
o
o
S5
(o)
o)
@
o

is to continue, that the Companies shoulc
with a modern oil mill and refinery in Mauritius, to
turn their copra into edible oil and other valuable

derivative products.

In 1931 the total imports of wrious edible oils in

Mauritius wers as follows:

Groundnut oil 1,448 tons
Soya 0il 97
Mustard Seed (Qil 418 "
Cocoanut 0il from Island
Dependencies of Hauritius 269 "
2,232

The quantity of soya oil imported that yeer from

Englend was practically nil - 48 tons, lmported oils

<

nearly all come from foreign countriss and the balance

from India, These oils are sold locally in the Colony
at practically the same price as the cocoamut o0il from

the Dspendencies, viz. £33.10.0.

The establishment of an 0il Industry in Mauritius
would, in the first-place, create employment for our
local lebour whose present difficulties are well-known;

and would greatly help towards the policy of creating

new industries in a Colony which at present is practically

entirely dependent upon sugar which represents 97% of
its exports,

At the sams time, the industry of the 0il Islands,
now in a precarious position, would thereby be enabled

to maintain itself by working at a profit. Unless the
contemplated
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contemplated scheme is carried out there is a ;jreat )
danger of these islands ceasing to employ labour, and ;
thus aggravating the present position of unemployment in

the Colony.

t is contemplated ttet this new local industry

would supply practically the whole of the local edi

oil requireménts. The factory to be establisred would
be able to produce over 2,000 tons of oil yearly, of i
which 1,500 tons would be cocoanut o0il and the balance

could well be produced by the manufacture of groundnut
0il, the nuts being produced locally by extension of
groundnut cultivation with an assured market on the

spot, and if need be imported to a certein extent. P

For such an industry to esteblish itself on & scund
basis, howsver, it is necessary thet its products should
be effectually safeguerded, otherwise it is much to be A
feared that foreign countries now exporting to Mauritius
would dump their products to ruin the new concern.
Therefore it is indispensable that adequate protective
tariff be imposed by the Goverment.

On the other hand, the industry would pledge itself
to sell its products at present prices of oils, subject
naturally to world market fluctuations affecting similar
products - the Government thus receiving a zuarantee
that the consumer should not be in any way victimised.

The necessary steps will also be taken by the new

Concern to ensure a regular steamship service beiween
Mauritius and the Isiands, so0 as to secure a steady and
entirely reliable supply.

In
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In view of the fact that Mauritius 1s importing
practically the whole of its foodstulfs, one camnot

lay too much stress on the necessity of establishing

<z

ndustry - besides the other advanteges

[

such an

J

above-mentioned.

The cost of putting up a modern oil and refining
factory equipped with all modern machinery capeble of
manufecturing various valuable derivetives from oil
would be about £30,000. It is proposed to ask the
Colonial Development Fund to assist by lending a sum :
of £20,000, out of which an amount of about £12,000

will be spent in purchasing machinery in the United

ingdom.

e

T



Annex 6

Report of Maurice Rousset, Acting Magistrate for Mauritius and the Lesser Dependencies, on the Chagos
Group, 19 June 1939



Zlcms The National Archives | ins! 1] V2

ILI Co 169 /& Io 577864 |

Please note that this copy is supplied subject to the National Archives’ terms and conditions and that your
use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information is given in the 'Terms and
Conditions of supply of the National Archives' leaflets

Lrom Mru Hau

- communicated/ ]




Zi cms The National Archives

1‘\% co led /e&l /1o BT

Please note that this copy is supplied subject to the National Archives' terms and conditions and that your
use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information is given in the 'Terms and
Conditions of supply of the National Archives' leaflets

iego Garcial.

cordance with: Board of Trade

- surveyed anmuially.




e «- o e ,-C?r]% .
1'[ 2[cms The National Archives [ “ins T 1] 2

i CO 167 /& 7 [0 5778GY |

Please note that this copy is supplied subject to the National Archives' terms and conditions and that your
use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information is given in the 'Terms and
Conditions of supply of the National Archives' leaflets

ENCLOSTRE "B MATRIIVIS NEFPATH %‘a g @F kil wo
2 e—— T — ]
® : Report of Mr. Magistrete M.Rousset on the
,’,‘1 Chagos GI‘OU.p. )

“ B ‘

Departure. 1.-  In complience with instructions received from the
Hon.Procureur General, I left Mauritius on 22.5.3¢
on board S,.8. "Zambezia", €72 tons register,
A, Nicolin , master, M.Rosslmate.

Arrival. 2.- I arrived at Pointe de 1°Est, Diegp Island on 2¢/5,
in the early morning.

Last visit, 5.~ Diego Island had been last visited by Mr, Magistrate

M.Lavoipierre in October,183E.

Managsr, L= Mr, Lols Dumee. Assistant Mr., Charoux.
Population. 5.- On my errival the population consisted of 157 men,'

177 women, 82 boys and 74 girls.

Civil status.B.- The Civil Status registers examined by me showed
that from October .1038 to June 1832, 1C births have been

registered.
Deaths. 7.- 12 deaths have been registered during the same period,

Stifl births. 8.- Two still births were registerzd.

Harriages .= Five marriages have been celebrated since last visit,
Causes of 0.~ Causes of dssth were registered to be: Pneumonia (2):
decath. Y

Dysentry (1); Septicaemia (2) : Intestinal Haemorrhage
(1) ; Infentile debility (1).

Remarks. 11.- As a whole I found that the Civil Status registers
were kept in a fairly good way. I hed to correct or

rectify only two acts.
. 12, -
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ﬁive stock. 12.- Aé‘far és‘could‘be ascertained at the time

: of my visit the ap¢imé1$ numbered 80 asses, 40 horses,

; ‘ 88 pigs and poultry. }
On all the Islands I visited fresh meat is

sold to the p0pu1afion at least once a week at

goout 0, 25cs per lb.

_Prison. 3, - I visited the prison building which I found
clean. Invariebly all the buildings on these islands
are given a fresh coat 6f paint in expectation of the
Magistrate’s arrival.

‘ An enquiry revealed that in all cases prisoners
confined in the cells have received treatment as
provided by law. T examined the priscn fegistsr and
epproved of various sentences of imprisonmsnt inflicted
by the Menager. 5 cases of disturbance (quarrel in
camp) and one case of insubordination were dealt with
and the delinguents were sentenced to undergo short
terms of irprisomment ranging from one to six days’
imﬁrisonment. T have been satisfied thst in no

case the Manager sbused his powers.

Administration 14.- , I recsived only one éomplaint; On the morning
.9'"jE§“lE§;— of our departure a labourer complained to me that his
shed had been broken open and various articles (rice,
utensils etc) had been stolen. In spite of close
searches made under my own supervision and guidance no
satisfactory evidence could be gathered.

The victim of this larceny had come from &

camp situste at sbout 5 miles from the main establishment

for purposes of loading the ship. T urged on the i
Menager /
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manager the necessity of having a watchman to keep
constant watch of uninhabited huts during sbsence of

their occupants ‘at work else such occurrences would

be bound te recur. A labeourer was suspected of being

the auther of the larceny; it appesared that he had

been dismissed from service some time ago for gross
misconduct and had managed to return bn the island by some
means or other.  As the presence of this man on the
island was a source of trouble to the manager and to

his fellow labourers he was ordered to return to

Meuritius.

Hospital 15.~ The hospitel was clean and well kept and was under
the care of a new werder, I visited the hospitsl
daily and paid close sttention tc the work: done by the
dispenser whom I found efficient and industrious,
It was 2 moving sight to see égi centenériens coming
every afternoon to rest in the hospital bed when they.
are given tea; one of them was suffering from "cataract";
in spite of all peérsuasive argument and sollioitations

the 0ld man refused obstinately to come to ﬁéuritius

when I tried to convince him that he cculd successfully be
operated uzon. He refused, saying that he preferred
to die on his island and be buried together with his

wife,

Register, 15.- The hospital register was kept up to date
and showed that from October 1838 to June 1939, 88

petients were admitted for treatment, the cormonest

diseases being influenza, ankylostamiasis (amdnst adults)

| dysentry.
17 -
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17.-

Rice. 19.~
Wages. 20.-

Extras 21~

Destruction 22.-
of rats.

Urtles,

to

Rs.

At the time of my visit the velue of medicine and
drugs in}stock was reckoned to be about Rs.400 wofth.
Another Rs.135 worth were just landed., The surgical
and other instruments were in a good state of

preservation.

The shop was sbundantly stocked, The value of goods
in stock at the date of my arrival amountéd to
Rs.14,802,90¢cs to which must be added another Rs,
6,895,06cs worth of other goods just landed. I

checked the invoices, the weights and ‘measures which

I found cerrect. I also examined the price list and

causedan error to be corrected in the case of retail

price of Gold Flake cigarette tins.

The stock of rice on my arrival was 538 bagsAWere

received by 8.8.Zambezia. The rice was of good
quality. The average monthly consumption was given

to be 100 bags.

The tatal amount of wages received by the

lebourers from October 1838 to May 1959 has been

Rs.20,500,79 cs.

The ex tra sums paid during the same pericd

amounted .to Rs.2,572,72cs.

Extras peid for the destruction of rats have been

554 .37¢cs. About 32,000 of these rodents are killed

yearly.

The sums paid for the cepture of turtles amounted

Rs.126.
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® : Sevings Bank, 24.- The sum of money deposited in the hends of the

- Arrival,

manager amounted to Rs.2,152,25cs.

o *

POTWTE MARTANNE

26-Diego Island comprises two establishments>for purposes
ef.facilitating and dividing the work, the one at Pointe
de 1’Bst being the main establishment, the other being at
Peinte Marianne, situate on the other side of the bay, &t
a distance of about two miles, On my arrival the manager
of this establishment received order to go to Peros group
and was replaced by Mr. A.Talbot.
About 15 or 20 men are employed and reside on this

establishment.

26.- I found the camp in a state of ebandenment and the
house threatening ruin and an imminent fall. Most of
them were supported by poles, I urged on -the new manager
that such a state of matters should not be allowed to
obtain and that the houses should be asttended to immediately.
I also impresse?ﬁgghjgflgggager the necessity of sending
the dispenser of Diego esteblishment at least once & week

to Peinte Marianne where laebourers would consult him.
PART TT

Peros Banhos Group.

27.~ I left Diego Island on the 2nd of June last and
reached Peros on the next day.

The headgquarters of this group are on Ile de Coin

whichni$ at a distance.of shout 130 miles from Diego Garcia,
: . g ' 28 .- Ji

/
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. 28.- Wr.W.Thetcher, ‘Assistant H,Rembert.
-ogulaiich??;vég{— On ‘my arrival the population numbered:-
g . Esles ... 00  Adults ... 73 boys

Fenales... 89 Adults ... 78 girls

3 men, 5 women and 3 children arrived by S.S.Zambezia.

G1v51 Sfatué _99.- The Civil Status registers examiqed by me showed
"that from October 1938 to June 1938 -
" Births 15, 1 still birth emd 4 deaths were registered.
qusefbf desth 50- The causes of death were repbrted to be Bronchitis, -
| | . nutrltls and tetanus. _

51.- No marrlage was celebrated since last v151t

déﬁitél 82,2 I examined the.hosPital_building which I found very
; clean.
wr. K.Zelia told me he had ordered a new set.

The surgical instruments wew*a& and inégf. tcTﬁ
register wes képt-up to dateaf";y'visit.Auwégbpeéggns if
were admltted for: treatment The . diséases treated
1nclud1ng cases of 1y1ng—1n were abdomlnal palns,
wounds of minor character, sbscesses, dyspepsia,
hépatitis, fractures, influenga, lumbago, nutritis and

rhumatism. - The midwife attached to the hospital was
suflerlng from ‘tuberculosis and had to go beck to
Mauritius, in the meentime the alspenser s wife is

performing her duties with even more competency.

35.- The pharmacy was well stocked at the date of my
- ‘arrival, the value .of drugs etc in stock Was “about
- Rs.500. Another Rs.Bé,warth of medicine aprlvea by

- §.5.zambezia. N

Some bed sheets were old snd torn;  the dispenser
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'34.-  The prison building was clean.

Administration of 35,-

Since last visit

in October 1838, only one l:bourer was sentenced to

undergo 55 héurs imprisonment for plundering coco nuts.

I duly signed the prison register and approved of the sentence

inflicted.

I received no complaint during my stay.

Live stock

- Gapture of

Justice, .
Shop 36 .- The shop was fairly well stocked. At my arrival
the value of goods in stock was Rs.8,571,8%cs.  About
Rs.5,422,90 worth of goods were just lended. I duly
checked the invoices and price list and tested the
weights and measures which were found correct.’

Rice 36.- The stock of rice was 273 bags to which was to be
added 185 bags just landed, The average menthly
consumption was given to be ebout 48 bags.

Dales: 37 o= Rs.9,655,8505 value of goods hsve been sold from
October 1938 to April 1939,
Camp 38.,- I visited the camp which I found in a fairly good

state of repair.

o.

.15 As far as could be ascertained the animals on the

island were 50 asses, 130 pigs and poultry.

The net total amount of wages paid to the labourers

Beges. 40.-
from October 1938 to May 1959 have been Rs. 11,078, 15cs,
The pay book was checked at random with the attendance
book and found coerrect.
 f{Ektras 40.- The extras paid for the same period were Rs,1255,25 cs

41.- Since last visit 84 turtles were capbtured and
labourers received a total of Rs.490, making Rs.5 per

tubtle captured.
R 41,-

!
!
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©43..  The suns deposited in the hands of the Naeger
amounted to Rs.948;56cs. '
45 .~ The following have been the exports of the island f

_ from October 1938 - 528 velts of oil, 588 tons of
copreh end 74 kgs of tortoise shell.

v

44, - ‘he population of this island struck me as
being the most docile and disciplined of the vhole

lot. The manager 1s & young and efficient man who

is most liked by his subordinates.

& ’ *

PART TIT

Salomon Islands.

45,- We left Peros Island on the 3rd of June and arrived
at Salomon group on the next day. The distance

between the two groups is about 30 niles . Our stay

on this island was much prolonged on account of a

flat calm which deiayed the loading and unloading

operations.
ﬁénager. //—f//’i:fés._ On my errival the population numbered: -
;;}AMM//""// Vales ..... 80 Adults ... 47 boys
Females .... 66 Adulgs ... 46 girls
ivil Status 47.- The Civil Status registers examined by me

showed that during the period starting from October
1938 to June 1939 -

Births "75 g were registered

Deaths ,..4 ! '

4 merriages - .
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.- ‘ A few grrors or omissions in certain entries were set
right.
Wages., 48.- The total amcunt of wages pa‘d to the labourers,

after lawful deductions mede amounted 4o Rs.8,78¢,25¢cs .

The pay book was checked and found correct.

Extras 49,- The amount paid for extras since last visit was

Rs.569,%2cs and a further sum of Rs.55 for capture of

turtles,

savings Bank 50.- At the time of my visit the sums deposited in the

hends of the manager amounted to Rs.1,730,25cs.

Shop. - 51.- The value of the articles in stock at the time of
my visit wes Rs. 2295,56Cs. Another 4,129 ,43¢s worth
of goods was just landed. .The weights and messures

were tested and found correct,

e

Rice 52.-  The stock of rice was 187 bags. 128 bags were

just landed. The monthly consumpticn is sbout 55 bags.

Hospital, 53.~ The hospital was clean. The surgical instruments
were in good condition. The detal instruments being

rusty. I recommended their renewal. . T examined -and
signed the register which showed that since last visit
livpatients were admitted for treatment. Cut of thes
number 6 women were admitted to be delivered of child;
the 5 others were suffering from bronchitis, wounds of
minor character and intestinal obstruction.

The midwife was dismissed towards the end of last

year and pending the arrival of a duly registered

- midwife from Meuritius she-is replaced by a female labourer,
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T have been told that great difficulty is experienced in
finding compétent midwives to work on the islsnd on
account of the unattractive pay’tbey receivg,ﬂs.lz
per mensem, I believe.

When I 1ast;visited this island in 1933, I had

been most impressed by the look and

unhealthyyappearance of the children, I record my

appreciation of the good work performed by the dispenser,
Mr. Madeleine, who has succeeded in eliminating
ankylostomiasis by generous distribution of "chenopod"
ané "ricin" oil. Only a few adults are now suffering

from this disease which has worked so much havoc in

the past amongst the inhabitant.

Ceuse of death.  5%4.- The cause of death was reported to be Bronchitis,

Tntestinsl obstruction.

~ Pharmscy. 55,- The value of medicine, drugs etc in stock &t
tine of my visit was about Rs.500,  Another Rs.154.55

worth was just landed.

Live stock. 558 ,~ As far as could be ascertained the animals on the
island were:
60 pigs, 7 horses, 24 esses, poultry, 10 sheep,

1 cow, 2vbulls and 2 heifers.

Cemp. 57.- I visited the camp which I found very clean and
well kept.
The camp has been rebuilt entirely on modern lines
and the wodden houses 'look pretty and comfortable.

Administration 58.- I dealt with two cases during my stay . One was &
of Justice.

case pf attempt at wounds end blows on the psrson
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of a commandeur( one local sirdar). Being given the

trifling nature of this offence and the particular

circumstances of this case T sentenced the accused to pay

a fine of Rs.b, with costs. The evidence adduced disclosed

thaf on the occasion of the new year the msle population

indulged in prolonged libations in the course of which

a jquarrel broke out between victim and the accused.

The second case was one of wounds and blows

~inflicted by a labourer on his paramour. He pleaded

guilty and was fined Rs.10, with costs. These amounts

have been handed to the Assistent District Clerk ITnd

Division to be paid to the Treasury.

Prison. 59,- The prison building was clean. The prison register
showed that since last visit me sentence had bsen

inflicted by the manager.

Exports 80.~ Since last visit 387 tons of coprah have been
exported..
I o %
'*
PART TV

Six TIslends.,

61.- Only recently there used to be a permenent esteblish-
ment on this small group.

Ls it proved too costly the Company has decided to

close it down, as a separate establishment. It now
depends on Solomon group for pufposes of control and
administration. At the time of my visit there were
8 men working on these islands: I met them on their

return to Salomon Islands; all were content and bappy

/
/
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. ‘ ® A nice little vessel plies every month between the

where they received their pay and rationms.

i
|
islands and bring the labourers back to their headquarters I
i
|
ES * i

|

e
£

PART V

General Remarks.

This time, a good weather permitting I availed

myself of every opportunity afforded to me to collect

as much material on matters comnected with the well

being of the islands and the welfare of the inhsbitant.

luch praise is due to Reverend Father R,Dussercle
for his good and generous.work for the moral and

spirituél welfare of the labourers on the islands. |

From the day of the arrival of the ship up to very

day on which she leaves this kind-hearted and very zealous
missionary is to be seen constantly and freely mixing
with the labourers of the island with a view to making i
theyr profit by benefit of christian teaching.

It is in no small meesure due to his excellent work
on the islands that discipline and well behavicur of

the lebourers is sc good.

Work 1.~ Boys and girls start to work at the age of 18.
Until they are physically'strong enough to perform
the work of adults, they are given same work as

female 1abour2§§. The men, women and children camp

on islands & ed to the mein island where they are

provided with decent sheds, rations and water. The

female/
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L] . female lebourcrs and the younger,on clearing’work; the
task set gﬁf is naﬂ"gaulettes" ( of 10 feet cach) per day.
The task of the men consists in collecting and husking
from about 800 to 8CC coco nuts per day. A good worker
can collect and husk ebout 1000 nuts per day an¢ thus
earn extra wages. ‘

The men earn R.D per mensem for their task; the boys
and women get Rs.8, A bonus of R.1 per mensem is given
to those who work full time. Those other lebcurers who
stay permanently on the main esteblishment slso collect
and husk nuts and are otherwise employed in the manufacture
of coprah.

Those rendered unfit for labour by age or illness are
given a pension of Rs.3.- per mensem and also receive

rations.

Oarsmen 2.- There are two teams of oarsmen on cach islend (main).

They ply every day betweenYiﬁi;nﬁin fstab_ishment and the
adjoining islands tc carry nets acrosss the légoon. Their
tasks consists in carrying 2000 nets per day; ean average of
5000 is easily carried. The boats used Dy them ars
locally made by competent marine carpentsrseand are of
remarkable build. Except for a certsin season of the
year the sea is generally smocth.

From what I saw an average worker may easily earn Rs,20
per mensem.  When the earnings of the wife and chiliren
are added to that of the head of the Tamily the amount
is more than sufficient to keep the whole family semfortably.

Health and 5.- On the whele the population on the island is now
sanitation.

very healthy. The men are of a fine and strong build

e mecmee sz
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Water.

~34-

especially at Peros and Solomon islands where most of them

have been born. An ill-defined disease had prevailed

until recently end was commonly termed " guim-guimbe": the
3, S ,_.’-—-—/—-

d beople suffering from it felt weak in the limbs and were

slack at work. Atbout twe years ago Dr.Barbeau visiied
the islands at the fequest of the egent in Mauritius and
he came to the conélusion that this discase was the
"dingue" feVer, well ¥nown in Mauritius. He prescribed
toﬁics and the consejuential result is that now this
disease has aisappeared. I was also pleased to find that

ankylostamiasés hed almost been eliminated. This

gratifying state of affairs can only be maintained by

constant supervision on the part of the dispenser who
should take preventive measures and fp exert sanitery

control.

The state of things would be made better if the

dispenser stewards were subjected to a special treining and

underwent a course of practical instruction in the
dutieé of sanitary inspector; they would then be in

a position to give relisble advice on sanitary subject
and diss@minate the xnowledge of elémentary hygiene
practice.  Almest all confinements were conducted in the
hosPitais. The Gigtdry in hospitels consists of

chicken, bread, tea, milk end sago.

4.~ The water collected from wells in the camp

is of good uality; up to the present day there has been

SNECH

no outbresk of disease attributable to water-born
infection. T think it would be unnecessary to impose

on the compeny to provide esch hut with its own water

TS e .
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@ ‘ saving cistern; the population would not use them,
Agriculture. 5.- Vegetables obtaineble all the year round are

"1angue de vache", pumpkins and bredes. There are also
plenty of .bananas and lemons. Bach hut is provided with
a small garden but wnfortunately the lsbourers, all of
negro stock are reluctent to till the soil.  This
voyage & mission of scientists composed of lessrs
Guerandel and P.0,Wiehe and F.E.Lionnet visited the
island at the rejuest of lir. B.Licnnet the agent in
Mauritius. I have no ‘oubt that their report, especially
on the more practical subject, will result in most
beneficial effect. For instance use of guano available
on the island would bring the soil into & state of
greater fhtility eand. gardens would maintain a steady

suppiy of vegetables.

Milk supply. 6.- As a result of recommendations made in 1038 relative
to experinent in the raising of deiry cattle there
exist at present on Solomen Island one bull, one covw and
' two heifers. The cow, at the time of my visit, wes
( 239 W : ( giving about & bottles of milk daily. I congratulated
the Government Veterinary Surgeon, Dr.F.E.Lionnst for
the care and pains taken by him in order to supply the
island with fresh milk., During last visit he supplied
to the menager all possible information concerning  ° /Z
the feeding of the enimals. T had long talks with this
officer on the subject of rearing cattle on the islands and
he told me that after careful investigaticn he thought that
the conditions prevailing on them would render them

suitable sites for bregding centres. I have always thought
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. \‘ that the guestion of fresh milk supply should be one
of the aims of a competent menager. I was pleased to
see that the milk supply at Solomen Islend was sufficient
enough to allow of milk being sold at a very reasoneble
price to the inhabitants.
Arrival, 7.- T left Diego Island on the 14th of June end arrived

at Port Louis on the 20th instant.
Soon after we had left Diego harbour a leak was detectg
It seems as if that before tTe boat is allowed to proceed |
out to sea a sufficient examination of its hull is not
made with the result that on any one of these trips e
disaster may ‘occur.
Before concluding my report I beg to repert my
appreciation of the courtesy extended to me by the manager,
the agent in Mauritius, Mr. Richerd Lionnet as well as by

the ceptain, officers and other members of the crew.
19th June, 12839. (s6) Maurice Rousset

, Ag. District Magistrate

Lesser Dependencies.,

S



