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DIEGO GARCIA 

HC Deb 11 July 1980 vol 988 c314W 
314W 
 
Mr. Newens asked the Prime Minister if she will 
make a statement on the talks she has had with the 
Prime Minister of Mauritius, and what references 
were made to the future of Diego Garcia during the 
course of these. 
 
The Prime Minister I had a useful exchange of views 
on 7 July with the Prime Minister of Mauritius on 
political, economic and cultural matters. Diego 
Garcia was one of the subjects discussed. When the 
Mauritius Council of Ministers agreed in 1965 to the 
detachment of the Chagos Islands to form part of 
British Indian Ocean territory, it was announced that 
these would be available for the construction of 
defence facilities and that, in the event of the islands 
no longer being required for defence purposes, they 
should revert to Mauritius. This remains the policy of 
Her Majesty's Government.!
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REFERENCE TO THE CHAGOS ARCHIPELAGO IN ANNUAL STATEMENTS  

MADE BY MAURITIUS TO THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

 

1980 Statement by Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, Prime Minister, at the 35
th

 

Session of the United Nations General Assembly (9 October) 

 Here it is necessary for me to emphasize that Mauritius, being in the middle of 
the Indian Ocean, has already – at the seventeenth ordinary session of the 
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity 
[OAU], held at Freetown from 1 to 4 July this year – reaffirmed its claim to Diego 
Garcia and the Prime Minister of Great Britain in a parliamentary statement has 
made it known that the island will revert to Mauritius when it is no longer required 
for the global defence of the West.  Our sovereignty having thus been accepted, 
we should go further than that, and disband the British Indian Ocean Territory 
and allow Mauritius to come into its natural heritage as before its independence.  
The United States should make arrangements directly with Mauritius for the 
continued use of the island for defence purposes.  And then, there are the 
inhabitants of Diego Garcia who are domiciled in Mauritius and for whom better 
arrangements should be made.  It must be the duty of both the United States and 
Great Britain to discuss with the Mauritius Government how best to give 
satisfaction to all concerned and at the same time provide better prospects for 
the islanders. 

1982 Statement by Hon. Anerood Jugnauth, Prime Minister, at the 37
th 

Session of 

the United Nations General Assembly (15 October) 

 At this juncture I should like to dwell on an issue which affects the vital interests 
of Mauritius; I mean the Mauritian claim of sovereignty over the Chagos 
Archipelago, which was excised by the then colonial Power from the territory of 
Mauritius in contravention of General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 2066 
(XX).  This dismemberment of Mauritian territory, the violation of our territorial 
integrity, has been made all the more unacceptable by the fact that one of the 
islands of that very Archipelago, Diego Garcia, is now a full-fledged nuclear base, 
which poses a constant threat to the security of Mauritius and to that of all the 
littoral and hinterland States of the Indian Ocean, the very Ocean declared to be 
a zone of peace by this Assembly in 1971. 

 I solemnly appeal to the peace-loving Members of the Organization to extend all 
their support to the legitimate Mauritian claim of sovereignty over the Chagos 
Archipelago.  In helping Mauritius to regain its national heritage, the United 
Nations will be living up to its own principles and proclaiming loud and clear that 
it expects its resolutions to be implemented by its Members.  As the Diego Garcia 
issue involves two fundamental principles of the United Nations, namely respect 
by the administering Power for the territorial integrity of its colony, and the right of 
peoples to live in peace and security, I venture to say that the return of the 
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archipelago to Mauritius will bring the Organization the respect that is so 
indispensable to its continued existence. 

1983 Statement by Hon. Anerood Jugnauth, Prime Minister, at the 38th Session of 
the United Nations General Assembly (27 September) 

 I would like at this juncture to impress upon the Assembly the just and legitimate 
claim of my country over the Chagos Archipelago, which was excised from our 
national territory in contravention of General Assembly resolutions. I hope that in 
our endeavours to recover this part of our national territory by diplomatic and 
political means we shall continue to enjoy the unstinted support of all peace-
loving countries. 

1986 Statement by Sir Satcam Boolell QC, Minister of External Affairs and 
Emigration, at the 41st Session of the United Nations General Assembly (8 
October) 

 In the same context of the objectives of the Declaration we note with satisfaction 
the renewed unanimous support of the non-aligned Member States as well as the 
backing of other members of the Assembly for our claim to sovereignty over the 
Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia.  The decolonization of Mauritius will 
not be complete and its territorial integrity restored until the Chagos Archipelago 
is returned to Mauritius. Moreover, the continuous expansion of the military base 
on Diego Garcia has led to increased rival military activity in the Indian Ocean 
region, thus seriously compromising the objectives of the Declaration of the 
General Assembly. 

1987 Statement by Sir Satcam Boolell QC, Minister of External Affairs and 
Emigration, at the 42nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly (9 
October) 

 I should like to remind this Assembly in this connection that the Chagos 
Archipelago, which belonged to Mauritius, was excised from our territory before 
we obtained independence, in clear violation of the principles of the United 
Nations.  Its inhabitants were coerced into permanent exile to clear the way for a 
military base in Diego Garcia.  The key strategic role now assumed by Diego 
Garcia has brought the nuclear peril right into the heart of the Indian Ocean 
region.  The loss of Chagos has also meant the denial to the Mauritian people of 
access to the significant ocean resources around the archipelago.  We renew our 
demand for the rightful restitution of the Chagos Archipelago to the national 
heritage of Mauritius. We are grateful to the States members of the Organization 
of African Unity (OAU) and of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, as well as 
to other friendly countries, for their strong and consistent support of our just 
claim. 
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1988 Statement by Sir Anerood Jugnauth, Prime Minister, at the 43rd Session of 
the United Nations General Assembly (12 October) 

 In clear violation of the principles of the United Nations the island of Diego 
Garcia, along with the Chagos Archipelago, was detached from Mauritius by 
Britain prior to our independence in 1968.  The island of Diego Garcia was ceded 
by Britain to the United States of America, which transformed it into a military 
base.  The inhabitants of the island were summarily relocated to Mauritius.  The 
key strategic role now assumed by Diego Garcia has brought the nuclear peril 
right into the heart of the Indian Ocean.  We are determined never to give up our 
claim over Diego Garcia.  With the support of other Indian Ocean States, we shall 
continue to mobilize international opinion for the restitution of the island to 
Mauritius.  We are thankful to the States members of the Organization of African 
Unity and the Non-Aligned Movement, as well as other friendly countries, for their 
continued support of our just claim. 

1989 Statement by Sir Satcam Boolell QC, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
External Affairs and Emigration, at the 44th Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly (27 September) 

As the Assembly is aware, the Government and people of Mauritius have not 
accepted the fact that an important part and parcel of their territory has been 
excised by the former colonial Power in contravention of United Nations General 
Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 2066 (XX).  The dismemberment of 
Mauritian territory constitutes an unacceptable affront to our sovereignty.  
Mauritius cannot and will not remain silent until Diego Garcia and the Chagos 
Archipelago, as well as the Tromelin Islands, are returned to us.  Our claim is just 
and legitimate.  We have the total support of the Organization of African Unity 
and the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries. 

 We appeal to the international community and to all peace-loving countries to 
assist us in the restoration of our territories.  Our islands should not serve as a 
nuclear base and should not constitute a threat to our own security and to that of 
all the littoral and hinterland States of the region. 

1990 Statement by Hon. Jean-Claude de L’Estrac, Minister of External Affairs, at 
the 45th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (9 October) 

 While we are addressing the issue of the Indian Ocean, we wish to reiterate our 
just and rightful claim to the Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia, and 
express our deep appreciation of the whole-hearted support of the members of 
the Non-Aligned Movement and the Organization of African Unity, as well as that 
of other friendly countries. 
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1991 Statement by Hon. Paul Bérenger, Minister of External Affairs, at the 46th 
Session of the United Nations General Assembly (10 October) 

 The issue of sovereignty brings me to the fact that Mauritius is itself still 
struggling to regain its sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago, a cause which I 
believe should be supported by the Assembly in its entirety, considering the 
stand taken by the world community in the recent Gulf Crisis on, precisely, an 
issue of sovereignty.  With the advent of the new era to which I have already 
referred, it should be possible for the past colonial Power to come to terms with 
the present situation and acknowledge the sovereignty of Mauritius over the 
Chagos Archipelago.  It is also the fervent wish of my Government that nothing 
should be done by any party concerned to aggravate this issue any further, 
especially as concerns the extension of territorial waters.  

1992 Statement by Hon. Paul Bérenger, Minister of External Affairs, at the 47th 
Session of the United Nations General Assembly (1 October) 

Another issue that is of great importance to us in Mauritius is the need to respect 
the territorial integrity of nations.  I should here like to place once more on record 
the appreciation of my country to all countries that have consistently expressed 
their support of our sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago, including Diego 
Garcia.  We should like to like to inform the Assembly that we have resumed 
exchanges with the United Kingdom on this issue. 

1993 Statement by Dr the Hon. A.S. Kasenally, Minister of External Affairs, at the 
48th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (30 September) 

 In our Indian Ocean region, on an issue of direct concern to us, I am happy to 
say that meaningful dialogue on the Chagos Archipelago is taking place with the 
United Kingdom authorities. 

1994 Statement by Sir Anerood Jugnauth, Prime Minister, at the 49th Session of 
the United Nations General Assembly (5 October) 

 It is also my distinct pleasure to associate myself with all those who have 
extended a hearty welcome to non-racial democratic South Africa within the fold 
of the Assembly.  The end of apartheid in South Africa also underscores the end 
of colonialism on the African continent.  However, there still remain a few areas 
where the process is not complete, but I firmly believe that it will not be long 
before we can boast of a totally free world.  In this regard, I should like to say that 
with respect to the question of the return of the Chagos Archipelago to the 
sovereignty of Mauritius, we have continued to pursue a positive dialogue with 
the United Kingdom and that some progress has been registered. 
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1996 Statement by Dr. the Hon. Navinchandra Ramgoolam, Prime Minister, at the 
51st Session of the United Nations General Assembly (10 October) 

 After this overview of the world situation, allow me to speak of a matter of 

national interest to us.  One of the fundamental principles to which we all 

subscribe is that of respect for the sovereignty of Member States.  Interference in 

the internal affairs of States and disregard for their national sovereignty has often 

been a source of tension and conflict.  Now that the cold war is behind us and we 

move towards ever greater economic, commercial and cultural integration, we 

should be able to find amicable answers to questions of sovereignty.  Mauritius 

has sovereignty disputes regarding the Chagos Archipelago and Tromelin Island 

with two countries with which we have historically close and friendly ties.  These 

differences were referred to as friendly disputes by Sir Seewoosagur 

Ramgoolam, architect of our independence and father of our nation.  We hope to 

resolve these differences through quiet diplomacy and dialogue. 

1997 Statement by Hon. R. Purryag, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade, at the 52nd Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly (30 September) 

 This Assembly is by now well aware of the just and legitimate claim of Mauritius 

for the restoration of its territorial integrity through the return of the Chagos 

Archipelago, including Diego Garcia, to its national heritage.  This Assembly 

should also note that this issue also hides a tragic human dimension.  Before 

Mauritius acceded to its independence, all of the inhabitants of the Chagos were 

coerced to leave the land of their birth where they had lived for several 

generations.  The plight of these inhabitants must now be comprehensively 

addressed. 

1998 Statement by Dr the Hon. Navinchandra Ramgoolam, Prime Minister, at the 
53rd Session of the United Nations General Assembly (23 September) 

Finally, as on past occasions, we would like to bring up once more before this 

Assembly our lasting claim on the sovereignty of two territories which were taken 

from our patrimony: the island of Tromelin and the Chagos Archipelago. We 

reiterate our call to the former colonial Powers to enter into constructive bilateral 

dialogue with my Government for the early restoration of those territories to the 

sovereignty of Mauritius. 

Regarding the Chagos Archipelago, this Assembly should also be reminded that 

some 1,500 inhabitants – the so-called “Illois” – were coerced to leave their 

homeland to clear the way for a military base.  Most of the families, who had lived 

for generations on these islands, were moved to the main island of Mauritius, 

victims of the then prevailing cold war.  Today, after more than 30 years, they still 

experience tremendous difficulties adapting to their present conditions.  Many 

yearn to be resettled on these islands.  As we are about to commemorate the 

fiftieth anniversary of this century’s seminal document on human rights, we 

ANNEX 95



!"

"

consider that we owe it to these Illois to fully re-establish their rights, including 
the right of return. 

1999 Statement by Hon. R. Purryag, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade, at the 54th Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly (30 September) 

For the majority of small States, the United Nations continues to be the main 
bulwark against infringements on their sovereignty and territorial integrity.  We 
have consistently drawn the attention of the Assembly to the issue of the Chagos 
Archipelago, which was detached from Mauritius by the former colonial Power 
prior to our independence in 1968, and also to the plight of over 2000 people who 
were forced to leave the land of their birth, where they had lived for generations, 
for resettlement in Mauritius.  This was done in total disregard of the United 
Nations declaration embodied in resolution 1514 (XV), of 14 December 1960 and 
resolution 2066 (XX), of 16 December 1965, which prohibit the dismemberment 
of colonial Territories prior to independence. 

Mauritius has repeatedly asked for the return of the Chagos Archipelago, 
including Diego Garcia, on which a United States military base has been built, 
and thereby the restoration of its territorial integrity.  The over 2,000 displaced 
Ilois people have been facing tremendous difficulties in adapting in mainland 
Mauritius, in spite of all the efforts that Mauritius has made to assist them in this 
process. 

So far the issue has been discussed within the framework of our friendly relations 
with the United Kingdom, with a view to arriving at an acceptable solution.  
Unfortunately, there has not been significant progress.  The United Kingdom has 
been maintaining that the Chagos Archipelago will be returned to Mauritius only 
when it is no longer required for defence purposes by the West.  While we 
continue the dialogue for an early resolution of the issue on a bilateral basis, we 
urge the United Kingdom in the meantime to allow the displaced inhabitants to 
return to the Chagos Archipelago.  At the dawn of the new millennium, when we 
so strongly uphold universal recognition of and respect for fundamental human 
rights, the inhabitants of Chagos should not continue to be denied the right to 
return to the Chagos Archipelago. 

2000  Statement by Hon. A.K. Gayan, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Regional 
Cooperation, at the 55th Session of the United Nations General Assembly 
(22 September) 

I wish to say a few words now about the Chagos Archipelago and the island of 
Tromelin.  Respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity is, under the United 
Nations system, an acquired and inalienable right of every State, however big or 
small.  We are conscious that the United Nations favours the completion of the 
process of decolonization.   
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For a number of years now, we have continuously brought before the General 
Assembly the question of the Chagos Archipelago, which has always formed part 
of the State of Mauritius.  This Assembly will recall that the Chagos Archipelago, 
including the island of Diego Garcia, was detached by the colonial Power just 
before our independence, in violation of General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) 
of December 1960 – the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples – and 2066 (XX) of 16 December 1965, which prohibits 
the dismemberment of colonial territories prior to the accession of independence.  
We have all along sought to resolve this issue bilaterally with the United Kingdom 
through dialogue, but there has been no tangible progress so far.  The issue has 
now reached a critical stage and we are extremely anxious to have meaningful 
negotiations with the United Kingdom with a view to resolving this matter within 
the shortest possible time.  We also reiterate our demand that, pending a 
resolution of this issue, the former residents of the Chagos Archipelago and their 
families, who were forcibly evicted and sent to Mauritius by the colonial Power, 
be allowed to return to their homeland. 

We launch a fresh appeal to the former colonial Power, the United Kingdom, to 
come forward and engage in serious and purposeful discussions with us towards 
the early settlement of the Chagos Archipelago question.  We wish to stress that 
Mauritius will never abandon its intention to reunite its territory and to assert its 
sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago.  

2001 Statement by the Rt. Hon. Sir Anerood Jugnauth, KCMG, PC, QC, Prime 
Minister, at the 56th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (11 
November) 

 We continue to claim our sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago which was 
excised by the United Kingdom from the then Colony of Mauritius in violation of 
international law and UN General Assembly Resolution 1514.  We are convinced 
that the time for the United Kingdom to engage in talks for the early retrocession 
of the Archipelago to Mauritian sovereignty is long overdue inasmuch as 
problems left over from colonial days cannot remain unresolved.   

We are also concerned by the plight of all those Mauritians, commonly known as 
the Ilois, who were forcibly and in outright violation of their fundamental rights, 
removed from the islands forming the Archipelago by the then colonial power.  
We support their legitimate claim for all appropriate remedies. 

2002 Statement by the Rt. Hon. Sir Anerood Jugnauth, KCMG, PC, QC, Prime 
Minister, at the 57th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (13 
September) 

Mauritius reaffirms its legitimate sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago, 
including the island of Diego Garcia, which was detached from the territory of 
Mauritius by the United Kingdom prior to our independence.  We renew our call 
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to the former colonial Power, the United Kingdom, to accelerate discussions with 
us for an early settlement of this issue.   

The persons of Mauritian origin who were displaced from the Chagos 
Archipelago continue to claim redress for the serious human rights violations that 
they endured.  We support their efforts to seek redress. 

2003 Statement by the Rt. Hon. Sir Anerood Jugnauth, KCMG, PC, QC, Prime 
Minister, at the 58th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (24 
September) 

 Before I conclude, however, Mr President, I renew my appeal to the United 
Kingdom to take all measures to complete the process of decolonization of 
Mauritius.  For years, Mauritius has consistently reaffirmed its sovereignty over 
the Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia, here and in all international 
fora.  I sincerely regret that this issue has not been resolved.  I therefore reiterate 
our appeal to the United Kingdom, as a country known for its fair play and for 
championing human rights, and to our friends in the US to engage in a serious 
dialogue with Mauritius over the issue of the Chagos Archipelago so that an early 
solution to this issue may be found. 

 The removal of the Chagossians under false pretences resulted in gross 
violations of human rights.  Hopefully this aspect of the matter will be resolved 
through the British Courts shortly. 

2004 Statement by Hon. Jaya Krishna Cuttaree, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
International Trade and Regional Cooperation, at the 59th Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly (28 September) 

 As this august Assembly is aware, Mauritius has always favoured a bilateral 
approach in our resolve to restore our exercise of sovereignty over the Chagos 
Archipelago which, prior to independence from the United Kingdom, was 
unlawfully detached from our territory, in violation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples contained in 
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), and Assembly resolutions 2066 (XX), 
2232 (XXI) and 2357 (XXII).  Such bilateral approaches have unfortunately not 
yielded any result so far and certain recent regrettable unilateral actions by the 
United Kingdom have not been helpful.   

Mr. President,  

While we shall continue to favour a settlement of this matter through dialogue, we 
shall use all avenues open to us in order to exercise our full sovereign rights over 
the Chagos Archipelago.  The Assembly should also note that this issue has a 
tragic human dimension.  Before Mauritius acceded to its independence, all of 
the inhabitants of the Chagos were forced to leave the land of their birth, where 
they had lived for several generations.  The plight of those inhabitants must now 
be comprehensively addressed.  
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2005 Statement by Dr. the Hon. Navinchandra Ramgoolam, Prime Minister, at the 
60th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (19 September) 

Allow me to reiterate before this Assembly our legitimate sovereignty claim over 
the Chagos Archipelago, including the Island of Diego Garcia which was 
detached by the United Kingdom from the territory of Mauritius prior to our 
independence in violation of United Nations General Assembly Resolution 1514 
of 1960 and Resolution 2066 of 1965. The people of the Chagos Archipelago, 
who were evicted from the islands, are still struggling for their right to return to 
their birth place. We reiterate our call to the United Kingdom to pursue 
discussions with us for an early settlement of this issue. 

2006 Statement by Dr. the Hon. Navinchandra Ramgoolam, Prime Minister, at the 
61st Session of the United Nations General Assembly (22 September) 

My delegation wishes to draw the attention of this Assembly that, thirty-eight 
years after its independence, Mauritius has still not been able to exercise its 
sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia. The 
Archipelago was excised from the territory of Mauritius by the former colonial 
power to be subsequently used for military purposes behind our back, in total 
disregard of United Nations General Assembly Resolutions 1514 and 2066. This 
exercise also involved the shameful displacement of the inhabitants of the 
Chagos from their homeland, denying them of their fundamental human rights.   

International law must prevail, as must respect for the sovereignty of all 
countries.  We therefore call once again on the United Kingdom to pursue 
constructive dialogue in earnest with my Government with a view to enabling 
Mauritius to exercise its sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago. 

We view positively the visit jointly organised by the Governments of Mauritius 
and of the United Kingdom, in April this year, to enable the former inhabitants of 
the Chagos to visit the Archipelago for the first time since their displacement to 
pay respects at their relatives’ graves on the Archipelago. 

2007 Statement by Dr. the Hon. Navinchandra Ramgoolam, Prime Minister, at the 
62nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly (28 September) 

In 1965 when the Constitutional Conference for the granting of independence to 
Mauritius was convened, the Chagos Archipelago, amongst many other islands, 
formed an integral part of the territory of Mauritius and should have remained as 
such in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and General Assembly 
resolutions 1514 of 1960 and 2066 of 1965.  Resolution 1514 (1960) states inter 
alia: 
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“Any attempt aimed at the partial or total disruption of the national unity 
and territorial integrity of a country is incompatible with the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations.”  

 The excision of the Chagos Archipelago by the colonial power at the time of our 

independence constitutes a dismemberment of our territory in total disregard of 

resolutions 1514 of 1960 and 2066 of 1965.  Furthermore, it is also a violation of 

the Charter of the United Nations itself.    

We therefore, once again, reiterate our request to the United Kingdom to engage 

in bilateral dialogue with us as soon as possible with a view to enabling us 

exercise our sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago.   

Equally, on the question of our sovereignty over Tromelin, we note the progress 

registered at the recent Mauritius-French joint Commission.   

The United Kingdom and France, two permanent members of the United Nations 

Security Council, are two major and important economic and trade and 

development partners of Mauritius.  We fully appreciate their continued support in 

the development of our country.  We have been striving to reach an amicable 

agreement on these issues but we cannot – and will not – compromise on our 

territorial integrity and our sovereignty over those islands.   

2008 Statement by H.E. Mr. S. Soborun, Permanent Representative of Mauritius 
to the UN, at the 63rd Session of the United Nations General Assembly (29 
September) 

 The principles and objectives enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations 

should continue to guide us in our actions. I would like to bring up once again 

before the august Assembly our legitimate sovereignty claim regarding the 

Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia. This archipelago was excised from 

the territory of Mauritius, by the United Kingdom, prior to our independence in 

disregard of UN General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) of 1960 and 2066 (XX) 

of 1965. We have always favoured a settlement of the issue through constructive 

bilateral dialogue. In that regard, I wish to inform the Assembly that high-level 

talks are underway.   

 Government is very sensitive to the aspirations of citizens of Mauritius to return 

to the islands of their birth in the Chagos Archipelago. I wish to recall here that 

they were forcibly removed from the Archipelago prior to its excision from 

Mauritius. Likewise, we urge France to pursue dialogue with Mauritius on the 

issue of Tromelin. It is our firm conviction that such bilateral dialogue will further 

consolidate our historical and friendly relations with both the United Kingdom and 

France. 
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2009 Statement by Dr. the Hon. Navinchandra Ramgoolam, GCSK, FRCP, Prime 
Minister, at the 64th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (25 
September) 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  reaffirm  the  sovereignty  of Mauritius over the 
Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia, which was detached by the United 
Kingdom from the territory  of Mauritius prior  to our independence.  The 
dismemberment of the territory of Mauritius was in total disregard of UN General 
Assembly Resolutions 1514 of 14 December 1960 and 2066 of 16 December 
1965.   

As President Obama said two days ago from this very rostrum, we must 
demonstrate that international law is not an empty promise.   

We must all abide by it. 

We have consistently urged the United Kingdom to engage in a meaningful 
dialogue with Mauritius for the early return of the Chagos Archipelago.  We are 
pleased to inform the Assembly that two rounds of talks have been held with the 
United Kingdom this year.   

We look forward to these discussions coming to fruition and hope that Mauritius 
will be able to exercise its sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago, including 
Diego Garcia, in the near future. 

2010 Statement by Dr. the Hon. Arvin Boolell, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Regional Integration and International Trade, at the 65th Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly (28 September) 

We have in no uncertain terms drawn the attention of this august body every year 
to the fact that Mauritius has sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago, including 
Diego Garcia.  The Chagos Archipelago was illegally excised by the United 
Kingdom from the territory of Mauritius prior to our independence.  This 
dismemberment was done in blatant violation of the UN General Assembly 
resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 and 2066 (XX) of 16 December 
1965.   

We have raised the issue of the sovereignty of Mauritius over the Chagos 
Archipelago with successive British Governments and initially pursued the matter 
as a friendly dispute.  In view of the lack of progress, we suggested that the issue 
be addressed in bilateral talks.  Although the process of bilateral talks was 
initiated in January 2009, the issue of our sovereignty over the Chagos 
Archipelago has yet to be addressed. 

We are deeply concerned that the British Government decided on 1 April 2010 to 
unilaterally declare a marine protected area around the Chagos Archipelago 
allegedly to protect the marine environment.  The unilateral establishment of this 
marine protected area infringes the sovereignty of Mauritius over the Chagos 
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Archipelago and constitutes a serious impediment to the eventual resettlement in 
the Archipelago of its former inhabitants and other Mauritians as any economic 
activity in the protected zone would be precluded.  The Government of Mauritius 
has decided not to recognize the existence of the marine protected area.   

          The illegal excision of the Chagos Archipelago from the territory of Mauritius has 
indeed a tragic human dimension.  All the inhabitants of the Archipelago at that 
time were forced by the British authorities to leave their homes in the Archipelago 
abruptly in total disregard of their human rights.  Most of them were moved to the 
main island of Mauritius.  The Government of Mauritius is sensitive to and fully 
supportive of the plight of the displaced inhabitants of the Chagos Archipelago 
and to their desire to resettle in their birthplace in the Chagos Archipelago.   

Mauritius greatly appreciates the unflinching and unanimous support it has 
consistently received from the African Union and the Non-Aligned Movement for 
assertion of its sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago.  The last AU Summit 
held in Kampala last July and the last NAM Summit held in July 2008 in Sharm-
el-Sheik reaffirmed that the Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia, forms 
an integral part of the territory of the Republic of Mauritius.  They also called 
upon the United Kingdom to expeditiously put an end to its unlawful occupation 
of the Chagos Archipelago with a view to enabling Mauritius to effectively 
exercise its sovereignty over the Archipelago. 

We urge the United Kingdom once again to take the necessary steps for the 
unconditional return of the Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia, to 
Mauritius without further delay.  

2011 Statement by Dr. the Hon. Navinchandra Ramgoolam, GCSK, FRCP, Prime 
Minister, at the 64th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (24 
September) 

Allow me, Mr. President, to give as an example, the difficulties which my own 
country has experienced in resolving a dispute relating to decolonization with 
the former colonial power, the United Kingdom. 
 
The Chagos Archipelago which is part of Mauritian territory, was excised from 
Mauritius prior to independence, in disregard of United Nations Resolutions 
1514 and 2066 and the principles of international law, and declared as the so-
called British Indian Ocean Territory. The United Kingdom has failed to 
engage in any meaningful discussions, with us on this matter. 
 
When the Government of Mauritius consequently announced, in 2004, that it 
would refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice, the United 
Kingdom immediately amended its declaration, under Article 36 of the ICJ 
Statute, to oust the jurisdiction of the Court with respect to certain disputes 
with a member or former member of the Commonwealth. 
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This illustrates the kind of difficulties which a State may have in settling a 
claim under international law. The States involved in the dispute may refuse 
to negotiate in good faith and seek to ensure that no international tribunal can 
determine the law applicable to the dispute. 

 
We call on the United Nations to keep under review the whole issue of 
settlement of disputes, including by judicial means, and to set standards of 
conduct for all States with respect to negotiation, conciliation, mediation or 
other forms of non-judicial and peaceful settlement of disputes or alternatively 
submission of the dispute to adjudication. 

 
!. 

 
Mr President, 
 
The continued unlawful occupation of the Chagos Archipelago by the United 
Kingdom is a matter of concern for the region. Mauritius welcomes the support of 
the African Union and of the Non-Aligned Movement for the territorial integrity of 
our country. The purported declaration of a Marine Protected Area around the 
Chagos Archipelago by the United Kingdom in breach of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea is another cause for concern. This is why in 
December 2010 Mauritius commenced arbitration proceedings against the UK 
under the 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
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