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In Worldwide Perspectives on Mediation, David Spencer
and Nadja Alexander discuss the integration and operation
of mandatory mediation in Australia. The authors distill a
list of factors from the case law that courts consider in
issuing orders that the parties mediate their dispute. (The
Mediation Column begins on page 11.)

is necessary in order to protect
the constitutional rights of members of minority groups. The
standard form of lax or perfunctory judicial supervision
of arbitral awards could allow “religious totalitarianism” to
be practiced and to escape the restrictions of public
law protections. Professor Gaudreault-DesBiens refers to
the example of Sharia-based arbitration applying
to family-related and personal-status-related disputes
occurring in the province of Ontario. (The Perspectives
section begins on page 18.)

Finally, Professor Frédéric Bachand, WAMR’s
Investment Arbitration Editor, reports on an ICSID Discussion
Paper meant to improve ISCID arbitration procedures and
practices. The ICSID paper addresses interim measures,
arbitrator disclosure requirements, expedited dispositions of
cases, third-party access to proceedings, and the appeal of
awards. (Story on page 6.)
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